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Santa  Claus made  his annual trip to 
the Paisley parade that bears 

his name. The best entries were judged to be: 
1st—Happy Valley Gang, 2nd—Paisley 
Veterinary Services, 3rd—Back Eddies, but 
everyone I spoke to thought the entire parade 
was excellent.  

Following the parade, St. Nick stopped into 
the community centre to have a little face0to0
face with the kids. Mitchell Ewing  of Elora (top 
left, grandson of John and Helen Leader) 
listened intently, while Dakota Brown0

McMullen (top right) was a tad shy, not letting 
go of her Mom, Tanya, the whole time. 

Micky Majury’s baking draw raised 
$255.50 for the parade, with cakes, butter tarts 
and squares going to Shawn McLaren, Cadence 
McDougall and Jenn Mathews respectively. In 
the lower photos, the vintage truck of Jim 
Dalman, Alicia Mariano (wearing what I believe 
is a spectacular Saugie hat), Leo the Lion 
outside the Royal Bank, and lower left, the 
younger members of the Grey Bruce Twirlers. 
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T he Paisley Library, and the 
Paisley and Distr ict F ire 

Department will be accepting new 
unwrapped presents for children aged 
1 year to 18 years old. These presents 
will be given to the Immanuel 
Missionary Church for their annual 
Christmas Hamper which they give 
out to families in Paisley and area who 
need a little help at this festive time of 
the year. The Christmas Hamper 
contains the makings of a Christmas 

dinner as well as small gifts for the 
children in the family. 

Last year there were Christmas 
Hampers given out to 45 families in 
the area. There were 35 children 
included in these families. The calls 
for help this year have already started 
and the general feeling is that the 
numbers for this Christmas will be up 
from last year. 

There will be a donation box in 
the Paisley Library for gifts to be 

dropped off. We will also accept food 
items for the Food Bank and/or the 
Christmas Hampers. The donations 
may also be given to any Paisley 
fireman and they will see that the 
items are delivered to the Library. 

Some of the local businesses will 
have donation jars available for any 
monetary donations.  All money 
collected will go towards the 
Christmas Hamper program. 

Donations will be accepted until 

December 13, 2010. Santa’s elves at 
the Immanuel Missionary Church 
hope to have the Christmas Hampers 
ready for delivery by December 16, 
2010. Please help make Christmas 
Day a day of joy for all in Paisley and 
area. 

Paisley Library hours are Monday 
12:00 – 6:00, Wednesday 12:00 – 
6:00, Friday 10:00 – 4:00, Saturday 
9:00 – 12:00 
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K aren Neely of Happy Valley, Oregon, is the 
daughter of Bill and Lois Johnston. Karen sent 

us this write0up about another Paisley, and not the 
one in Scotland: 

��������������
��������������	������������������
������ �
������ ��
���� ��	�����
� ����
�� ��
� ����
��
���
�� ��
� ���������� ���� 	
�����
��� �� ����� ���
�����
�����
����������
� ����������
���������!������
 ����
���
��������������
����������
��"	#� ��
��

$
� �
�
� ����
��
	� ����� ��������� �����
���
��
���� ���� �!���� ��
� %����
�� ��
� ��&
� ��� ��
�
�������� �����
��� � ��� 	�	� ��#
� �� �
�� ������� ���
 ������� ����� �����
��� ��
� ����#����  ��������
��
�����������
�����
������������� ����������������� 
���	�
����!��������
����	� ��
���������
�����
�������%���
�
	���
�
���� !��� ��
� ����� ��	������ ��� ��
� ��
�� ���
��� �������	�!

�'�

�����
�����
�(�����
��������	� �����
���
������
�

�� ���
�������
����
���
Thanks to Karen for sending this in. Which 

brings to mind another question, how many other 
Paisleys are there around the world? There’s the 
original in Renfrewshire, Scotland, ours in Ontario, 
this one in Oregon and another in central Florida. 
Have you heard of any others?  
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T he Pais le y Rotar y C lub 
welcomed a new member at their 

November 23rd meeting, Robert 
DeBrabandere.   

After a fine meal prepared by the 
Legion Ladies Auxiliary,  District 
Governor Michael Atkin commented 
on the excellent work our Rotarians 
do, “For a small club, you do a lot of 
good here and around the world.” 

Atkin went on to discuss the many 
projects Rotary International is 
involved in, including the ongoing 
fight to eradicate polio.  

Pictured here, L to R are: Area 
Assistant Governor, Nancy Ottewell, 
Paisley C lub President Larry 
Gilchrist, new inductee Robert 
DeBrabandere, and District Governor 
Micheal Atkin.                               �� 
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T he Paisley Friends of the 
L ib r a r y  a r e 

s p o ns or in g a 
s e n s a t i o n a l , 
seasonal trio 
of activities 
for children.    

At 2:00 
p.m. on 
Wednesday, 
D e c e mbe r 
22, 2010 
family, friends 
and neighbours 
are invited to join us 
for an hour of skating at 

the arena to the songs of Christmas.   
Afterward we will enjoy some hot 

cocoa and cookies.    
With carolling voices, the 

children will be asked 
to make their way 

across the street 
to join the  
"Friends" at the 
library for 
c raf ts and 
stories until 
4 :0 0 p. m.  

Hope to see you 
there! 
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W e've moved things around a bit 
at the library 0 magazines are 

now housed in a larger cabinet beside 
the large print books and the new 
releases are prominently on display 
where the magazines used to 
be.  Much thanks to the Friends for 
the funds to purchase the new 
magazine cabinet. 

If you haven't yet been 
approached to purchase 
raffle tickets from a 
member of the Friends, you 
soon will be!  They are selling 
tickets for 4 fabulous prizes 0 2 gift 
baskets for adults as well as a go0kart 
and a Harry Potter Scene It DVD 
game.  Tickets are $2.00 each or 3 for 
$5.00 and all money raised will be 
spent in the Paisley branch library. 

The Library will once again hold 
the Christmas Story Hour at the 
library on December 10 at 7:00 
pm.  Parents 0 bring your children for 
stories and snack.  Children are 
invited to come ready for bed in their 
"jammies" and to bring a stuffed 
"friend" with them.  We will be 
picking the winners of the raffle that 
night. 

A big THANK YOU to all the 

businesses in town who donated 
goods for our gift baskets. 

Our "Food for Fines" during 
Ontario Public Library Week was well 

received by patrons and the food was 
donated to the Immanuel Missionary 
Church in Paisley.  We now have a 
box at the library and will be 

collecting both food and toys 
for Christmas hampers that 
will be delivered to Paisley 
residents in need this 

holiday season.  We are 
asking you to bring a new 

unwrapped toy or any non 
perishable food items to the library by 
December 13. 

Library hours over the holidays 
will be: 
�� Friday, Dec. 24  9:00 0 noon       
�� Saturday, Dec. 25  closed 
�� Monday, Dec. 27  closed            
�� Wednesday, Dec. 29  12:00 0 6:00 
�� Friday, Dec. 31  9:00 0 noon       
�� Saturday, Jan. 1  closed 
�� Monday, Jan. 3 closed 

The staff at the Paisley branch 
library wish you a Merry Christmas 
and a safe and happy holiday season. 
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O nce again I attended the 
Remembrance Day service in 

Paisley and it was a perfect day 
weather0wise. 

The piper set the mood with his 
playing. Everyone marched in with 
dignity. The school children were so 
well behaved and attentive and 
carefully placed a wreath when it was 
their turn. 

I have never heard O Canada and 
God Save the Queen sung more 
beautifully, and the closing prayer 
was so heartfelt. 

By now you are wondering what 
the problem was—it was traffic. 
Large transport trucks drowned out 
what was being said, and even cars 
and half0tons caused noise. 

I do not blame them, you could 
tell they came upon it unexpectedly 
and were embarrassed as they tried to 
ease on by with as little noise as 
possible. 

I respectfully ask that if traffic 
can be stopped for the Santa Claus 
Parade, could it not be stopped for the 
Remembrance Day Service? 
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M any thanks to the Outgoing 
Council, and especially to 

Mary Cumming, for the new 
playground equipment that has been 
installed in the Dr. Don and Jean 
Milne Park in Paisley. Not only the 
children of Paisley but also the 
children of the families who use this 
great park for get0togethers, will 
enjoy this equipment. Thanks again. 

On the morning of Friday, 
November 5th both 98 The Beach and 
93 Country Music radio stations had a 
news item from our Mayor Elect, Paul 

Eagleson. In his remarks he said that 
the new council would work at 
development for Tara and Chesley. 
Does Mr. Eagleson know that Paisley 
is part of the municipality or does he 
think Paisley does not need any 
development? I do hope that our 
newly elected council will have plans 
for Paisley. I’m thinking that Dan 
Kerr is going to have his work cut out 
for him to see that Paisley is not 
forgotten in the plans and work of our 
new council.  

We look forward to a great future 
for our whole municipality! 
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I  just came back from the emergency 
vet’s office. On a Sunday.  This, after 

having donated two hours of my Sunday 
morning tending to someone else’s 
carelessness.  This morning I found a 
delightfully friendly, cold, starving, 
filthy and injured young cat on my 
property.  Her tail was mangled and the 
bone protruded through her skin.  
Something was terribly wrong with her 
rear0end – paralyzed from the tail 
infection I think, but it was hard to know 
for sure.  Besides my time, this incident 
required the unpaid time of the very 
helpful vet on call at the Southampton 
Pet Hospital. This sweet animal is now 
dead thanks to humane euthanasia. 

I understand that cats are “easy 
come, easy go” in rural culture, however, 
I hope what I write here will make some 
of you consider changing your cat 
management methods in the future. 

Many issues are complex and 
difficult to resolve, yet resolving the 
issue of unwanted, sick and multiplying 
cats and dogs is relatively simple.  Have 
all your companion animals spayed and 
neutered.  Encourage friends and family 
to do the same with their animals.  And, 
most obviously, make careful decisions 
about adding a pet to your home so that it 
does not ultimately become an unwanted, 
homeless creature like the unfortunate 
cat that required my attention this 
morning. The following are just some of 
the fates that befall uncared for cats: 
)�����������"����

The average outdoor cat lives two to 
three hard and often ailing years 
compared to the 12 to 15 years of indoor 
cats. 
�������������

They can suffer torn ears, cut eyes 
and the like. They are vulnerable to cruel 
treatment by humans and are targets for 
collectors who sell animals to research 
laboratories.  They are frequently caught 
in traps that maim or kill.  They are 
exposed to poisons like anti0freeze and 
gardening chemicals.  Being killed by 
coyotes would be a gift, but often they 
are just injured and left to die slow 
painful deaths. 
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Unwanted cats have an increased 
chance of contracting & spreading 

deadly diseases such as rabies, feline 
leukemia, feline peritonitis, and feline 
immunodeficiency. The less deadly 
discomforts they must endure are fleas, 
mites, worms and maggots. 
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Most outdoor cats are killed by cars 
thus dispelling the myth that cats can 
become “streetwise”.  In addition, drivers 
steering clear of animals are themselves 
a danger to pedestrians and other drivers.  
And if you are the kind of person to find 
hitting an animal with your car upsetting, 
then such an incident can ruin your day 
and then some. 

Finally, if you find it difficult to be 
concerned about a bunch of uncared0for 
animals, perhaps you’ll consider the 
consequences of a growing population of 
unaltered cats.  The average fertile cat 
can have up to three litters per year 
averaging up to five or six kittens per 
litter. On average they begin to produce 
litters as young as 10 months old. This 
population explosion is a drain on 
taxpayers dollars.  It costs us millions of 
dollars annually for animal services such 
as rescue, medical care, food, shelter, 
road kill removal, disease control and 
euthanasia.  In fact, in the recent past, 
over 70% of the cats in animal shelters 
were euthanized. 

Before you toss that unwanted cat 
outdoors to fend for himself, or watch 
silently while someone you know does, 
remember, there is no longer anything 
natural about cats living on their own 
outdoors. It’s just plain mean and 
unthinking. Cats were domesticated 
some 6000 years ago and as such their 
ecological role has been permanently 
altered. 

On the other hand, perhaps you 
could do a homeless animal a good turn 
and take him or her in. Like you they 
didn’t ask to be here but now that they 
are, they too must depend on the 
kindness of strangers. 

I invite the local veterinary services 
to open a subsidized spay/neuter program 
to aid farmers with their populations. I 
will happily donate the first $500.00 for 
the clinic fund if this service will be held 
twice annually for all local farmers. 
Anyone care to match my funds? 
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H ave you guessed the answer? It 
is a nineteenth century tradition 

known as the plum pudding which we 
envision  round, brown, fruit–filled, 
steamed and served with a Sauce. 

Another name, “Stir0Up Sunday”, 
is an English tradition. This was the 
popular name given by the Church of 
England parishioners to the Sunday 

before Advent, from the opening 
words of that day’s special prayer.  
Tradition was that by the Sunday 
before Advent, which usually falls 
near the end of November, puddings 
must be started or ‘stirred up’ if they 
were to be mellow and ready for 
Christmas dinner.  Everyone in the 
family, even the littlest, gave the 
pudding a stir, and at the same time 
made a wish to bring good luck.  Just 
in case a wish and a stir didn’t do the 
trick, silver charms were put in the 
pudding, coins for fortune, a ring for 
marriage and a thimble for life’s 
blessings. 

Christmas cakes were also made 
after Stir0up Sunday because they to 

needed to mellow. 
Here is a simple Christmas 

pudding recipe and sauce for you to 
try this Christmas: 
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Mix all ingredients 
well and steam in a covered bowl 
for 3 hours.  Keep in a cold dry place 
until needed.  This pudding freezes 
well.  When ready to use, steam for 15 
to 20 minutes and serve with the rum 
sauce as listed below. 

 ———♦——— 
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Cook until thickened then add 1 
tablespoon butter and 1 teaspoon rum 
flavouring. 

You could also use fruit syrup 
from canned fruit. 

———♦——— 
The sauce recipe was taken from a 

40H club called Featuring Fruit. 
The pudding recipe dates back to 

the 1860’s with many variations in 
between. 

For a good read on 
Canada’s Heritage 

Food, I recommend 
Dorothy Duncan’s 
1������� ���
�
����������.  It 
has lots of good 

food ideas for every 
season. 
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Although the museum is closed 

for the winter, you are welcome to 
arrange a tour by calling the number 
below. If you wish to purchase an 
historical book for Christmas, just 
phone 519035307176,  leave a 
message, and someone will help you! .  
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I n an age of email, texting, 
Facebook, and Twitter, 

the idea of sending an old0
fashioned hand0written letter 
to Santa may seem a little 
dated. 

Well, take it from 
another old guy with a white 
beard and a round little 
belly, it would mean a lot to 
Old St. Nick if you’d take 
the time to put pen (or 
pencil, or crayon) to paper 
and really give some thought 
to your Christmas list.  

Laurel Purdy  (that’s her 
standing next to Santa’s 
special mailbox at the 
Paisley post office) is all 
ready to get those  letters off 
to the North Pole. 

Santa’s address is: North 
Pole, Canada, H0H 0H0 and 
don’t forget to include your 
return address so he can 
send a reply. 
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T he Paisley Skating Club is having 
a super year, with over 60 skaters 

signed up and working hard.  Seven 
junior skaters completed their first 
"test night" on Tuesday, November 9 
and we are very proud of how hard 
they have been working towards their 
goals this year.  There will be three 
test nights in total at the Paisley Club, 
in addition to some of our skaters 
competing in "Ice Dreams" in 
Sa ugee n Shore s on Ja nuar y 
15/16.  Thank you to the community 
for supporting the sale of chocolate 
bars this fall.  Our next fundraising 
initiative will be a BOTTLE DRIVE 
on Saturday, January 8, 2011.  Our 
Club volunteers will be out to collect 
your "empties" just call 519035305944 
or email bmaus@ackertinsurance.ca 
to make sure you are on the list for 
pickup!   

Many people have asked if it is 
too late to join the Club, and if you 
are still interested in signing up a new 
skater, it is certainly not too 
late!  Lots of new skaters start after 
Christmas...come on out on Tuesday, 
January 4, 2010 when skating 
resumes after the Chr istmas 
break.  Bring a helmet and skates and 
mittens, and join the Paisley Skating 
Club!  

The top photo shows Natasha 
Jarvis ready to go on the ice, the 
bottom shows instructor Sarah Hutton  
with Lauren Henschel. 
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T wo local gals, Amy Trelford and 
Jen Legge (nee Isber), are 

featured in the 2011 calendar recently 
published by Ontario Farm Animal 
Council (OFAC).  The calendar 
showcases farmers in Ontario, as an 
effort to put a real face on today’s 
farmers. You won’t see any quaint Old 
MacDonald images in that calendar. 
You will see that today’s farmers are 
progressive, intelligent, and also 
attractive – like Jen and Amy. 

  The two Isber sisters grew up in 
Port Elgin and met their husbands 
while in high school. Jen said, “Back 
then many of the students were from 
farms. Now only a handful are.”  
Today neither Jen nor Amy will be 
found working in the barn or field. 
Instead, they have assumed various 
support roles for the farm. They both 
have off0farm jobs. 

Jen, the mother of a six and a 
seven year0old, does promotion and 
farm family networking. She is trained 
in horticulture and runs a business in 
Chesley: The Bees Knees Flowers and 
Cards. She said, “These days, farming 
families need another income.” 

Amy has a one0year0old and a four
0year0old, and also teaches at S.D.S.S. 
Her social studies program includes 
the subject of Food and Nutrition. 
Amy believes that helping young 
people understand healthy fresh food 
and also food preparation is essential 
in helping them to break the fast0food 
mentality. 

   Amy and Jen would like to see 
improvements in the general image of 
farming. Jen said, “I think that 
visibility is important to farmers.  
Only 2 percent of the population are 
farmers now, and that means that the 
general population is getting further 
and further away from their food 
source.” Jen is concerned about the 
many misconceptions, as well as the 
negative impressions given by the 
media.  She said, “Farmers tend not to 
speak up. They prefer to focus on the 
farm work.” 

   Besides the yearly calendar, the 
OFAC has recently released their 
second edition of The Real Dirt on 
Farming, a colourful 440pa ge 
publication. This promotional project 
is an effort to educate the public about 
modern farming and to dispel some of 

the common misconceptions. For 
example, you read that agriculture 
actually helps reduce greenhouse 
gases: “One acre of corn removes 
about eight tons of carbon dioxide 
from the air in a growing season.”   

  Y ou r e a d: “Whe r e  our 
grandparents or great grandparents 
could produce enough food for 10 
people, today’s farmer can feed well 
over 120. Our productivity has jumped 
by 300 per cent since the 1950s but at 
the same time, we’re using fewer 
resources, less land and newer, better 
technologies to produce more food.”   
In other words, the “good old days” 
are not necessarily better! Still, the 
statistics call for other considerations, 
certainly in view of the financial 
challenges faced by our farming 

families today. 
 Y ou ca n dis c ove r ma ny 

fascinating facts, statistics, and 
responses to controversial issues by 
downloading The Real Dirt on 
Farming II for free, online. It is a 
worth0while read.    The 2011 calendar 
can also be ordered from the OFAC 

site at www.ofac.org 0 or purchased at 
any Ontario TSC store. 

These are ways to support our 
farmers. Of course, the best way, still, 
is to purchase food produced locally – 
and even better 0 get to know them 
face to face. 
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‘T is the season of sweets and 
treats! Staying committed to 

healthy eating and active living can be 
tough over the holiday season. Being 
surrounded by tasty temptations is 
hard enough, but many holiday foods 
and beverages are also higher in 
calories and fat. Don’t despair – you 
can still take part in the festivities and 
enjoy your favourite foods, without 
compromising your waistline. Here 
are some tips to keep healthy eating 
and active living on your mind over 
the holidays.  

Plan ahead. Before you attend a 
Christmas party or dinner with 
friends, have a game plan. Think 
about what foods and beverages might 
be offered and 
what choices 
you want to 
m a k e . 
Having a 
healthy snack 
before you go 
will help 
p r e v e n t 
overeating. It 
is easier to 
make healthy 
choices when you are not feeling 
ravenous. 

Stick to the basics. When at home, 
make healthy food choices regularly. 
Remember to include three meals 
daily and enjoy healthy snacks 
between meals. Proper meal spacing 
can help you from getting too hungry. 
When eating out, watch for the 
appetizers and desserts. Choose small 
amounts of foods that are your 
favourites or that are not available to 
you on a regular basis. 

Keep healthy choices on hand. 
Stock your fridge with brightly 
coloured vegetables and fruits. Use 
low fat dips such as yogurt or 
hummus to add flavour. Purchase lean 
meats, low fat cheeses and un0salted 
nuts. Try to make healthy choices 
80% of the time; this will allow 20% 
for indulging in your favourite treats. 
When bringing food to parties, be the 
one to offer the fruit or vegetable 
platter. You might be surprised how 
popular these items can be. 

Watch your portions. Remember 

that our eyes tend to be larger than our 
stomachs. Take a few small appetizers 
that are your favourite and skip the 
others. During the main course, 
remember to fill half your plate with 
vegetables, a quarter of your plate 
with your grain and the remaining 
quarter of your plate with your 
protein. Avoid going back for 
seconds. When dessert arrives, take a 
few small pieces and some fruit on the 
side. Remember not to stand next to 
the food table, to help prevent 
mindless overeating. 

Choose your beverages carefully. 
Alcohol, drink mixes and eggnog can 
be high in calories and fat. At parties 
and gatherings have some non0
alcoholic options such as sparkling 
water with lemon and lime slices, 
virgin drinks and non0alcoholic or 
light beer. If you are serving eggnog, 

make it low fat. 
Try having a 
water or low 
calorie drink 
b e t w e e n 
a l c o h o l i c 
beverages to 
pace yourself. 
Keep moving. 
Aim for at 
l e a s t  3 0 

minutes of activity every day. 
Make moving around fun for the 
whole family. Build a snowman, go 
tobogganing, take a winter hike, skate, 
ski or just run around the house. 
Remember, activity is also a great 
way to get rid of some of the holiday 
stress. 

Enjoy the festivities this season 
and keep these tips in mind for a 
healthy holiday! 

———♦———�
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� ,������ ������%����Vancouver, BC – The Institute of 
Professional Bookkeepers of Canada 
(IPBC) announces the certification of 
Marilyn Reist, of Tiverton, Ontario, as 
a Certified Professional Bookkeeper 
(CPB).  Mrs. Reist owns M.R. 
Bookkeeping Service. 

The IPBC's national mandate is to 
inst itute professional standards 
specif ically for t he Canadian 
bookkeeping profession. “More than 
60,000 Canadians hang out their 
shingle as a 'bookkeeper’, yet 
competency in that industry ranges 
from stellar to mediocre,” said 
Gordon Skillen, Executive Director of 
IPBC. “Who is the best professional 
to do the important compliance work 

required by law of business owners? 
There are millions of business owners 
across Canada who depend on the 
services of a bookkeeper. Business 
owners and employers will come to 
demand the CPB designation.” 

Mrs. Reist earned the national 
CPB designation after passing an 
exhaustive two0hour closed book 
exam. The exam is based on 
Generally Accepted Accounting 
Pr inc iple s  ( GAAP ) a cce pte d 
worldwide.  

Marilyn Reist, CPB, has an office 
in Paisley and can be reached at 5190
35301805, call her cell at (519) 8320
8 5 4 7 ,  o r  b y  e m a i l  a t 
mr.bookkeepingservice@gmail.com. 

T he Paisley Concert Choir’s tenth 
year celebration will close with 

its tra dit iona l C hr istmas 
concerts.  It has been ten years 
of growth and change, of 
learning, of hard work and 
fun. 

This concert, Tidings 
of Joy, features a mix of 
tradit iona l Chr istmas 
carols, spirituals and 
sacred anthems.  There will 
be a guest artist, and the 
traditional audience sing0
along. 

The concerts are Friday 
December 3rd at Knox United Church 

in Owen Sound, Saturday December 
4th at St. Paul’s United Church 

in Walkerton and Sunday 
D e c e m be r  5 t h  a t 

Immanuel Missionary 
Church in Paisley.  All 
concerts begin at 7:30. 
Tickets cost $10 in 
advance, $12 at the 
door and $5 for 
children, and may be 
purchased at Allen’s 

Home Building Centre, 
Nature’s Millworks, 

from any choir member, 
or at the door. 
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W hen our three kids were small, 
we decided a back up car was 

needed. Today, I would look in the 
"�������	
�, but back then you looked 
in the classified ads in the back of the 
Owen Sound Sun Times under �����
�������
.   

As soon as I read the ad I knew 
this was the one that would satisfy our 
needs. It read, ���
� /45/� 2������ 6�
��

	� ������� 3
 
��� !�	�� ��	� ������
������-�
��� �
 ��	�  ���� We phoned 
the Owen Sound number and made a 
viewing appointment. She sure looked 
great with all that new blue paint on 
her. After some bartering, the car was 
ours. We drove Old Blue home. We 
found ourselves driving Old Blue 
more than our full sized Chevy. It was 
more fun racing through the five gears 
and parking was a snap. Even with the 
three girls in the back there was lots of 
room in the back and we installed roof 
racks for guests on top.  Memories 
with Old Blue are many. Some a little 
scary. We found out later that the 
previous owner had made Old Blue 
out of the best parts of three cars. 

Our most memorable times were 
going to the cottage. We would be 
loaded to the hilt with a canoe on top. 
We soon found out that top speed was 
55 mph.  Any faster and she would 
boil over. The kids would always 
wave when cars passed us. They 
thought the one finger gesture was a 
wave!  

The real challenge was the big hill 
going north out of Wiarton. Soon as 
the light turned green in Wiarton we 
would cut Old Blue loose. Half way 
up the hill something would growl in 
the rear end. “Lean ahead,”  I would 
say and the growling would stop. 
Meanwhile I was going through the 
gears trying to keep enough power to 
get over the top. I could hear the 
engine saying  ���������� ���� ��� ��������
 ��. There was great cheering and 
jubilation when we made it over the 

top. “Old Blue did it again Dad.” But 
every time it went up it was a little 
slower each time with a few more 
groans. 

There was a song about a little 
blue car we all loved to sing. “And the 
little blue car went beep beep, beep 
beep. And now we're doing a 110 beep 
beep, beep beep, but the little blue car 
stays right behind beep beep, beep 
beep.” The song went on and on. The 
last line was “How do you get this car 
out of second gear.”  We loved to sing 
this song as we drove. 

We often went swimming in 
Dyers Bay off the dock but the waters 
were very cold. One day I pulled in at 
the dock, pushed in on the clutch, but 
old blue kept on approaching the 
water. I pulled the emergency so hard, 
it was now in my hands. Panic was not 
too far away but we got stopped at the 
waters edge when I turned the key off. 
It turns out that the clutch was low in 
oil.  This particular model (or 
combination of models) had an oil 
clutch. I had never heard of such a 
thing. I wondered what other surprises 
were in store.  

I parked the car in its normal spot 
when we got back to the cottage. The 
girls got in it and were playing. Next 
thing I know the car was wedged 
between the cottage and the utility 
shed. Seems they got it out of gear and 
away they went for a ride. No one was 
hurt except Old Blue’s pride.  

One day I went to an auction sale 
of orchard equipment over by 
Thornbury. I was looking for irrigation 
and sprayers for my 270 apple trees. 
When a double set of wooden bunk 
beds came up I ran it up to $50 
because the lumber in it was worth 
twice that. The winning bidder came 
to me shortly after and said his wife 
wouldn't let him take the bunk beds 
home. Will you take them, he said? I 
said I would but at my last bid. OK, he 
said. I know the bunks and mattresses 
weighed over 500 pounds. We 
borrowed some tools, dismantled the 
bed and proceeded to pile all on top of 
Old Blue and tie her down. Have you 
ever seen the commercial on TV were 
they tie bundles and bundles of pink 
insulation on top of a car and try to 
drive it. Coming home we stopped at a 
fast food place for a burger and fries. 
Only then did we realize that all eyes 
were on us. I guess they were waiting 
for a gust of wind to come up and 
blow us over. 

The last year I had Old Blue, her 
body had a little  �� 
�. One time a 
bunch of guys were up hunting on the 
peninsula. Lorne Cassidy had removed 
all the  supplies from the trunk and he 
went to slam it shut when I hollered 
"Don't slam the tailgate door." Too 
late, he tried to stop it and the next 
thing we know he's got the hatch 
handle and about a foot of door in his 
hand.  I now had a lock on the door 
that I could see. It made for better 
ventilation too. 

Coming back from Murray 
Pitman's one night I got pulled over by 
the police. Luckily It was someone I 
knew.  

“When I passed you, your tail 
lights were not working,” he said, 
“But now I see they are.” 

“Oh,” I said, “She has seen better 
days.” 

“How long are you going to drive 
this vehicle?” 

“Till deer season is over,” I said. 
 As a hunter himself he knew the 

seriousness of the situation.  
“Well that's good,” he said, 

“Because it should be off the road 
shortly,” and away he went.   

A few days later I headed up to 
our hunt camp with Old Blue loaded 
to the brim. There was a hole in the 
drivers door that had just become as 
big as a football. I was cold and I had 
stuffed several feed bags in the hole to 
keep from freezing. I stopped at the 
liquor store in Wiarton and got a few 
bottles and piled them in besides me in 
the front seat. When I get to the top of 

the hill there is a RIDE program 
stopping everyone. I can only imagine 
what they were thinking when I pulled 
up.  

They looked Old Blue over. Her 
body is just barely hanging onto a 
frame she does not have.  Not good, I 
thought. And then they shone the light 
inside and see guns, cases of beer and 
my fresh supplies from Wiarton sitting 
beside me.  

"Is there any chance that you have 
been drinking" the officer asks.  

"NO," I said, "but give me an hour 
and I will be."   

He smiled and said, "Get this rust 
puppy out of here."     

� ���������������������� ���(������0����
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A  lot of people are unsure these 
days about which is better: an 

artificial tree vs. a real one.  Which is 
easier?  More economical? More earth
0friendly? 

Last year I was on a kick to save a 
tree and tried to dress up one of my 
house plants.  The family was not in 
favour.   With a knock on the back 
door and a call of help, I discovered 
that my eight year old decided to take 
matters into his own hands. He went 
to our woods and chopped down his 
own tree.  It was perfect!   He assured 
me that it was a twin tree that needed 
to be harvested to make room for its 
brother to grow. 

The other day, a friend told me a 
story about a unique method for 
harvesting a Christmas tree.  Maybe 
this is a Bruce county tradition that I 
am unaware of.  It wouldn't be the 
first time I met with a tradition 
unfamiliar to me.  This friend–of0a0
friend found the perfect tree.  This 
fellow spent a lot of time in nature 
and knew what he was looking for.   
Trouble was, the tree was at the top of 
a massive, beautiful old evergreen that 
he wouldn't fit in his house and that he 
didn’t have the heart to chop down.   
So,  he took his gun and shot across 
the trunk felling only the tip for his 
Christmas celebration.  The tree 
stayed put and the fellow bagged his 
prize. In my twisted world, this 
somehow seems like a suitable 

solution.  I have been able to justify 
my chicken wing addiction vs. 
chicken lover debate by imagining 
that my chickens could live without 
their wings,  if they had to.  Eeew, I 
know.   

All of this talk of trees got me 
thinking about my husband's family 
tradition.  A German custom that he 
grew up with was to find the tree on 
Christmas Eve and put it up then and 
not before.  I discovered this early on 
in our marriage in what we now refer 
to as the "running of the tree" 
incident.   

A week before Christmas, with 
rosy cheeks, wet socks and our hand0
selected tree,   we returned home and 
placed the tree in a bucket of water.  
Kevin went for a well earned cold 
drink, I got out the tree stand and 
proceeded to bring the tree into the 
back of the house.  Kevin came 
running in shock and dismay and tried 
to tell me the error of my ways.  I was 
not to be deterred as I had tree 
trimming on my list and I wanted it 
done.  As the discussion heated up, 
the tree became a tug of war that 
ended with a trip from the back door 
through the house and right out the 
front door.  And there it stayed until 
we figured out how to blend our 
traditions... 

Anyone else have a tree tradition 
story to share?   

�
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M embers of the Williscroft 
Women’s Institute attended the 

Remembrance Day services in 
Chesley. Mary Dudgeon was hostess 
for the lunch and meeting which 
followed. Judy MacKinnon read ���
7���	
��� 7�
�	 in honour of the day. 
Mary Dudgeon is to be nominated for 
the Woman of Excellence Fall Fair 
Award.  

It was announced that tickets are 
available for the Margaret Trudeau 
presentation April 29, 2011  at the 
Belmore Community Centre.  

Addresses for mailing greeting 

cards to Canadian soldiers were 
distributed. 

Judy MacKinnon reviewed events 
from the war years as documented in 
the Tweedsmuir Books. Local women 
were part of the Women's War 
Workers from the 1940 0 1946. Boxes 
of hand knits, cigarettes and treats 
were packed for the soldiers overseas. 
Quilts were sewn to raise funds. Judy 
read accounts of the unveiling of the 
Honour Roll which was held at a 
social evening in the Williscroft 
School in November 1946. 
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W ell, November has barely 
begun, and the magazine racks 

are full of Christmas recipes, 
decorating tips and craft ideas. The 
television advertisements have started, 
showing us perfectly decorated 
homes, perfectly shaped Christmas 
trees adorned with color coordinated 
ornaments and perfect families 
sitting around the hearth.  A 
vision of Christmas we’ve all 
had forced into our 
minds as the “ideal 
Christmas to aspire 
to”. 

I  d o n ’ t 
understand why 
my house doesn’t look 
anything like this picture I have in my 
head.  I try!  I really do!  I go through 
the magazines and pick out delicious 
sounding recipes that look beautiful in 
the magazine.  Why do my cute little 
Martha Stewart mouse cookies with 
toasted almond ears and licorice tails 
look more like they’ve had a round 
with the cat before they hit the plate?  
Mine looks more like a mothball with 
eyes, one ear missing and the tail 
falling off.  The Christmas log looked 
so tasty and perfect in the magazine.  
Mine looks more like a football after 
the Grey Cup! 

Those perfectly wrapped gifts, 
which the Better Homes and Gardens 
team has topped with unique little 
bows made of fabric ribbon.  It looks 
so simple in the magazine.  Why do 
mine look like something my kids 
brought home from Kindergarten? 

And my house decorating?  Well, 
let’s just say after 30 years of 
marriage, our Christmas décor is 
starting to look rather, uh, dated.  And 
yet, they all have such sentimental 
meaning to us that we can’t bear to 
not use it.  So, a color coordinated, 
themed décor is just not happening in 
our house. 

Does this sound familiar to 
anybody?  Why do we do this to 
ourselves every year?  For the last two 
months of the year, we expect 
ourselves to be the perfect host/
hostess, an accomplished bakery chef, 
a professional interior decorator, a 
culinary artist, and for many of us, 
hold down a full time job as well.  
Even table setting has become a major 
artistic feat.  We put so much pressure 
on ourselves, we are bound to fail, and 
with failure comes stress, frustration 

and a major dent in our self0esteem. 
So, how do we deal with this?  

Obviously the answer is to say “just 
don’t do it”, but I know we’ll all still 
try to keep up with the image.  So, the 
key is to have some “stress busters” 
scheduled into your time: 
�� A hot bath can be very soothing.  

If you’re a bubble bath and 
candle person, then set it 
up and just soak for a 

while, inhaling the 
soothing scents from 
your candles. 
�� Yoga is great 
for relaxat ion.  
Y o g a  i s  a 

discipline that 
c o m b i n e s 
stretching with 

deep breathing and meditation, 
and it just so happens we have a 
yoga class here in Paisley on 
Monday nights at the arena.  
Contact Kim Robinson for details.  

�� Exercise.  Sometimes you just 
need to burn off some of that 
added stress.  Get up and get out.  
Too snowy to go walking or 
jogging?  We have a great gym 
right here in town. 

�� Massage.  Mmmmm!  There’s 
nothing I find more relaxing than 
a good massage, and guess what?  
We have a massage therapist also 
right here in town. 

�� Music.  Sometimes just sitting 
quietly with the headphones on to 
block out the other noise, and just 
listening to soothing tunes can be 
very relaxing. 

�� Are you hosting a “soiree”?  Well, 
give yourself a break.  The local 
Foodland does up lovely trays for 
parties.  You can also order cakes 
and other baking.  I’ve never seen 
anything that says you have to do 
it all yourself.  
And, my big advice is to learn to 

laugh at yourself.  Your Christmas is 
not going to be ruined because your 
mice look like mothballs or your Yule 
log is lopsided.  Serve them with pride 
and with a grin! My old mother used 
to say, “Well it may not look so great, 
but it’ll still taste good!”  But you 
might want to hide that magazine so 
your guests don’t see what they were 
supposed to look like!  Wink! 
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T he buildings to house James 
Bone’s enterprise, including the 

large yard capable of storing several 
hundred cords of bark and wood, by 
1889 stretched for most of a block and 
he employed six men.  

All available space in the large, 
roomy interior of the building was 
used for some branch of the business. 
The lower flat, known as the beam 
house was where the animal skins 
were first soaked and cleaned of any 
remnants of animal tissue. The skin 
the n underwent  t he “liming” 
procedure, where it was repeatedly 
washed and left in a solution of quick 

lime to increase absorbency. The skins 
were next lime shaved, put into the 
bate and when taken from here put 
into the slush wheel, a large hollow 
receptacle studded inside with wooden 
pins which when put in motion tossed 
them about and loosened any lime or 
other extraneous matter that may have 
been sticking to them.  

Next the skins were taken to vats 
containing tanning liquor and after 
going through five of these, the upper 
leather was ready for splitting, and 
harness leather for 
shaving. There were, 
in addition to these, 
10 other vats through 
which the skins must 
pass before being 
completed. 

 In the beam 
house also were two 
large leeches heated 
with steam piped 
from the engine in 
t h e  a d jo in in g 
apartment. These 
leeches were used to 
prepare the tanning 
liquor and each was 
capable of holding 
4500 gallons ready to 
be conveyed into various vats by 
means of spouts. Adjoining them was 

the junk into which the tanning liquor 
was drained from the vats, and from 
which it was pumped back into the 
leeches. 

Adjoining the beam house was 
another apartment containing the flush 
wheel, the engine and boiler, a 
machine for grinding the splitting 
knife , and a store house containing 
about 1000 hides ready to be tanned. 

The unfinished leather next passed 
to the currying shop in the upper flat.  
Years before, when James Bone 

learned  his craft, 
currying was hard 
ma nua l la b our 
needing a range of 
tools. Over the years 
in business in Paisley 
he had purchased 
two machines, which 
greatly eased the 
labour involved   in 
transforming the 
semi0dried pelts into 
plia nt w or kable 
material. First the 
hides were put into a 
stuffing wheel, and 
loaded with tallow. 
They were then put 
through a machine 

known as the Union Jack, which 
stretched the leather and took out any 

wrinkles. This machine could also be 
used to make pebbled leather used in 
making the Wellington jackboots. 

 The hides were then put on the 
blackening table where they were 
finished off and thoroughly dried  by 
heat piped in from the boiler room  

Also on this level was the bark 
grinder from which the ground bark 
dropped through into the leeches 
below.  

 The finished stock was stored  in 
a building,  once  used for a dwelling, 
that stood out behind the Tannery. It 
usually was full of a large quantity 
ready for market, consisting of calf, 
kip and cowhide both plain and 
pebbled, also a large amount of 
harness leather. Here, too was the 
splitter, a machine that did its work 
with  exactness  and could make two 
hides out of one every time.  

James Bone shipped his product to  
dealers in Toronto and Montreal, 
sometimes as many as 300 sides of 
upper leather in one week. He   could 
have produced a great deal more in a 
year  if he could  have found a market.  

James  Bone  operated an 
important business in Paisley for well 
over thirty0five years. He and his wife   
raised  two sons and three daughters. 
Two  other  daughters died in infancy. 

%����������������&��������

Mary MacKay’s -����$�������������
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N ot too many years ago, many of us 
sewed most of our clothes, as well 

as anything else that could be made from 
fabric. Today we all buy those things 
readymade – well, most of us do.  

That’s not so for 110year0old, Lauren 
Maus. Lauren has been sewing since she 
was 9.  She explains how she got started:  
“When I saw my grandma’s old sewing 
machine, I though I’d like to do that. 
Then I got one for Christmas.” 

After making what Becky, her mom, 
describes as &�������� ��� �����
� �������, 
Lauren received some sewing lessons 
from Sybille Henderson, who taught her 
how to use patterns. Since then Lauren 
has been sewing all kinds of things – like 
beanbag frogs, bags, pillows, Barbie 
clothes – and even clothes for herself. Lauren says 
she is happy to spend an entire day sewing. Yet 
for her, free days are not that easily available – as 
she is busy with other activities too – like skating 
and music. 

The left photo shows Lauren, in her sewing 
room, displays some of her sewing projects. Her 

first project was that polkadot pillow you see 
leaning against the sewing machine. The dark 
things on her shoulders are bean0bag frogs. 

In the right photo, Lauren, is surrounded by 
items she has sewn as she models her pajamas and 
a handbag stuffed with more of her projects. 
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H ello again. This month I will 
touch on smoke alarms and 

candle safety with the holiday season 
approaching. I’ll let you know what’s 
been happening with members of the 
Paisley Fire Department and also fill 
you in on the details of the dissolution 
of the Paisley Fire Board. 

Please remember to change the 
batteries in all of your smoke alarms 
when the time falls back If you forgot 
to, please do it now. Missing or dead 
batteries is the leading cause of smoke 
alarms not activating in a fire. It would 
seem like such a waste if a life was 
lost for the cost of a battery. 
Remember the law changed in 2006 
and we now need smoke alarms on 
every storey, including basements, as 
well as outside every sleeping area. If 
you’re unsure of proper placement, 
we’ll be happy to assist you. 

If you are experiencing nuisance 
alarms with your smoke alarms, please 
don’t pull the battery. There are other 
safer options available. Some smoke 
alarms have hush features that can 
���
� ���� for 5 minutes while the 
smoke clears. You can relocate the 
alarm somewhere less prone to false 
alarms. Smoke alarms in kitchens are 
notorious for nuisance alarms. You 
could purchase a different type of 
alarm. There are 2 types, photoelectric 
or ionization types. Photoelectric 
respond faster to smouldering fires, 
are a little more expensive but are less 
likely to respond to false alarms. 
Ionization alarms on the other hand, 
respond faster to flaming fires and are 

cheaper. The Ontario Fire Marshal 
recommends a mix of types, with 
photoelectric near the kitchen. For 
more informa t ion search for 
“makeitstop.ca” 

Captains Gary Maycock and Dan 
Kerr as well as Firefighters Wayne 
Bryce and Rob Fullerton attended 
Paisley Central School in October 
during Fire Safety Week to discuss 
Fire Safety with the kids. Gary also 
visited the Mennonite School to 
practice Fire Exit Drills.  

The Paisley Fire Board dissolution 

will be complete by the end of 
December. In early fall, Kincardine 
and Arran0Elderslie councils agreed to 
the new Automatic Aid Agreement in 
which the Paisley Fire Department 

will continue to respond to the 
Northeast corner of Kincardine as we 
have in the past. The Department will 
be solely owned by Arran0Elderslie 
and others will purchase service from 
us instead of being owners as they 
were up until now. Brockton council 
recently approved the same agreement 
as Kincardine. The agreement allows 

for replacement of our Rescue Truck 
in 2011 and our Tanker in 2013. Both 
trucks will be 20 years old next year. I 
look forward to continued service to 
our neighbours. The annual financial 
contribution from Kincardine and 
Brockton are not much different than 
when they were owners except they 
are now contributing to a reserve fund 
so that the trucks can be replaced 
every 20 years instead of going to 
council looking for funding when the 
time comes. 

As Dave Cormack and Wayne 
Littlejohn retired this year from the 
Paisley Fire Department, we will be 
hiring two new firefighters in early 
2011. Stand by for more information. 

December has twice as many fires 
due to candles than any other month. 
Christmas Day is the highest of the 
year, followed closely by Christmas 
Eve and New Years Eve. A few 
simple tips should prevent this. Don’t 
leave burning candles unattended. 
This is the single greatest cause of 
fires due to candles. Extinguish fires 
when you leave the room and make 
sure you’re using a CSA approved 
candle with a non0combustible 
material under the candle. 

As always, please contact me with 
any questions or comments concerning 
any issues discussed in this article or 
any other fire safety issue. 

Please have a safe and happy 
holiday season. 
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E ach year as the Christmas season 
approaches, I travel Memory 

Lane to those joyous seasons of my 
Cargill youth. Today, I am in a 1957 
mode. This was a year of innocence. 
Cargill kids were insulated from the 
harsh realities of a harder world. 
Television didn’t occupy the centre of 
every home. In fact, often the only 
televisions we saw were the ones in 
Uncle Norm Schuett’s furniture store 
next door, and TV dinners were just a 
concept to Clarence Birdseye.  

Cargill kids often gravitated to the 
sidewalk in front of the large 
showroom window closest to the 
Royal Bank on crisp Saturday 
afternoons to see the western movie 
playing on CKNX Sagebrush Theatre 
or on Saturday evening to watch 
Hockey Night in Canada, until called 
home for our weekly baths.  

At home, brother Bob, sister Lou 
and I began paying much closer 
attention to the Golden Rule as 
December marched slowly towards 
Christmas. We would help with the 
dishes without being asked and deliver 
groceries throughout the village 
without complaint.  

Bob and I would willingly make 
the trek to Silverwood’s Creamery to 
get ice cream from the freezer room 
and butter from the office. 

We also helped unpack the 

grocery orders and stocked shelves 
without being asked to do so for the 
third time. Not once during this 
enchanting month did Bob or I unduly 
harass Lou beyond the normal limits 
for fear that mom would leave Santa a 
note along with his cookies and coke 
listings our faults and foibles. Such a 
letter, we felt, would eliminate us from 
Santa’s “Good Boy” list and result in 
coal rather than goodies in the 
stockings we would have hung with 
care. 

Yes, Lou never had her hair 
yanked nor were her favourite dolls 
given haircuts and manicures. Our 
manicures usually entailed cutting the 
finger tips and brush cuts were the 
only cuts we knew. 

The closest to having our antics 
sent to Santa was when we pestered 
Lou about getting more presents than 
we did. She was a favourite of some of 
the older village ladies and of our 
female cousins. This resulted in her 
having many more gifts under the 
Christmas pine than we did.  Each 
year she would receive warm knitted 
woollen mittens and scarves. This 
harassing of our sister halted when 
mom would threaten with a “Santa 
note.” 

The Simpson Sears and Eaton’s 
catalogues were dog0eared by mid 
December as we all scanned them for 

our wish lists time and time again. On 
Monday, I might want a gun and 
holster. By Wednesday, it would be a 
hockey game, or by the week’s end 
my mind was again changed and I 
desired something else.  

On the first Sunday of December 
the annual tree trimming ritual was re0
enacted. We would wait patiently until 
dad would put the conifer in its stand 
and secure it to the living room wall 
with black fishing line. Dad was also 
the sole stringer of the lights. He 
would leisurely sip a dark rum and 
coke while performing this job.  When 
he had done this Bob, Lou and I went 
to work. We painstakingly placed the 
ornaments and the garland on the tree 
in a high0spirited but  cooperative 
manner. Dad would be quietly 
watching from his Lazy Boy as he 
sipped a second rum.  The last task in 
trimming was placing the tinsel on the 
branches. We would begin slowly and 
deliberately, gently placing each tin 
foil piece with precision. In five 
minutes the strands would be 
overlapping and dad would be on his 
third Captain Morgan’s. In another 
five minutes we would be throwing 
the tinsel at the tree and each other and 
dad would be draining his fourth rum 
and coke.  

Shortly, after, mom would be 
cleaning the floor and getting the 
boxes ready to be stored away. Dad 
would have gone up to bed, 
shipwrecked with the Captain, for a 
two hour nap to calm his frayed 
nerves. 

A few weeks before Christmas 
Mrs. Dreake, mom’s best friend, 
would come over to make our 
Christmas pudding. I remember it as a 
carrot pudding. It was good but the 
best part of it was the sauce Mrs. 
Dreake made. It contained rum. 
Dreake would start off putting a few 
ounces into the sauce and a few 
ounces into herself. As the pudding 
cooked Dreake would add another 
ounce or two to the sauce and refill her 
glass. This procedure continued until 
the pudding was cooked, the bottle 
drained, the sauce zippy and Dreake 
happy as the proverbial lark. 

Christmas Eve saw the family go 
to Midnight Mass. After Mass, friends 
were invited in for snacks and 
samplings of the finest nectars of the 
gods. We opened our presents and 
played to our heart’s content until the 
very wee hours of the morning. After 
this we retired to sleep the sleep of the 
truly blessed. 

I often think of my childhood 
Christmas times and 1957 was a 
special year, but I guess they all were 
in those days that are no more.  

A quote on parting, dear readers, 
from Charles Dickens: “But I am sure 
that I have always thought of 
Christmas time, when it has come 
around ... as a good time; a kind, 
forgiving, charitable, pleasant time; 
the only time I know of, in the long 
calendar of the year, when men and 
women seem by one consent to open 
their shut0up hearts freely.” 
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“B ut I want the big doll!” 
declared my persistent my 40

year0old granddaughter after I told her 
(for the third time) that she would 
wake up Mommy if she went to the 
bedroom to get it. Clearly, I wasn’t 
getting through to Isabella, so I 
decided to launch into a sermonette 
geared for a 40year0old.  Isabella’s 
w ide 0e ye d ga ze  pr ove d s he 
understood me. She realized she had 
falsely assumed that only the big doll 
could make her happy; and by 
insisting on having the big doll she 
was, in fact, making herself 
unhappy.  Her 
dramatic pout 
served as the 
perfect visual 
aid for my point.  
After a little re0
thinking, Isabella 
decided that a 
small doll could 
indeed make her 
h a p p y .  A n d 
furthermore, she 
had an ample selection 
of small dolls at her immediate 
disposal.  

Isabella’s dilemma drives home 
an important lesson for all of us this 
Christmas season. We have a 
tendency to assume that bigger is 
better because it will make us happier.  
We need bigger houses, bigger 
furniture, bigger institutions, and 
bigger programs. So naturally at 
Christmas time we assume that we 
need bigger gifts, bigger events, or 
whatever is better than last year.  But, 
as Isabella can tell us, the assumption 
that bigger makes us happier, can 

actually makes us unhappy.   Of 
course many of you know this; you 
discovered it through experience. 
Still, none of us can escape the voices 
telling us we need something bigger 
and better to make us happier. That 
drone, playing on our minds, can 
influence us to feel unhappy. 

At Christmas time we are 
vulnerable to the bigger0is0better 
belief. Yet traditionally Christmas is 
just the opposite: It’s about smaller0is0
better. Think of the infant Christ0child 

lying in a cattle manger 0 born to a 
poor family.  What if we 

were to extend the 
Christmas story a 

wee bit – to when 
Jesus has grown 
up – when he is 
30 and begins 
h i s  p u b l i c 

ministry?  One day 
he is announced to the 
crowd by a preacher 
who says, “He must 
become greater; I must 

become less”.  In other 
words: “Listen up folks!   He is the 
one you must come to see as bigger 
and better – and me as smaller and 
less.” 

From that perspective, we could 
say that  Chr istmas is about 
contentment 0 not only with having 
less for ourselves, but with being less 
in the eyes of others.  After all, when 
someone strives to be regarded as 
bigger0and0better, someone else is 
going to be regarded as lesser and 
lesser – even the Christ0child. And 
that is not better! 
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F or the first time in the school's 
history, the Walkerton District 

Secondary School Senior Girls' 
basketball team have won the 
C.W.O.S.S.A. Championship.  

In a 41017 route over Rockway 
Mennonite Collegiate (Kitchener), the 
Lady Raiders qualified for their first 
O ntar io  C ha mpions hips.  The 
C.W.O.S.S.A Championships were 
held on Wednesday, November 17 in 
Waterford. 

Eleven of Walkerton's thirteen 
players scored in the final game. 
Taylor Gray led all scorers with 8 
points while Megan Lamont added 6 
points. The Lady Raiders shot 7 for 8 
from the free throw line and led the 
game from start to finish. 

In t he ir semi0f ina l match 
Walkerton defeated Delhi District 

Secondary School 32022 behind 
aggressive team defense that forced 
the Delhi players into many turnovers. 
Jess Geense led WD with 10 points. 
Becky McTeer and Taylor Gray each 
scored 8 points. 

The Rockway Flames had won 
se ve n c onsec ut ive CWO SSA 
Championships before Walkerton 
dethroned them on Wednesday. The 
Lady Raiders had made three previous 
Senior CWOSSA Finals appearances 
in 1976, 2002 and 2009 losing to 
Rockway in last years final. 

The Lady Raiders will travel to 
Welland on November 25, 26 and 27 
to compete in the O.F.S.A.A. 
Championships. The team's progress 
ca n be  f ollow ed on ht tp:/ /
www.ofsaa.on.ca/girlsAbasketball/.  
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A ll these items are from the  
December 20, 1933 edition of 

the Paisley Advocate. 
It may have been the depression, 

but there were plenty of Christmas 
advertisements.  

Beginning at the top left, were 
seasons greeting from the Advocate. 
Below that,  T. H. Pearce was offering 
to stay open until midnight on the 
Saturday night before Christmas. 

More’s drugstore offered some 

pretty standard  pharmacy fare,  while 
Seegmiller’s (the other drugstore)  
offered ��
���� ������ along with the 
cryptic words: ��
� ���
� ��&&�
	� ����
��
������������!�����������������	�!
��
��
� ��
��
��� ������� ����� ���� ����� �
��
����� �� ��� ������� #����� ��� ����� ����
��
I’m still puzzled… 

Irwin’s Clothing Store had 
everything from silk scarves to spats 
to suspenders ���� ��� 
	� ��� ����� ��
�
���
�. 

Theaker’s North End Store  
featured <���� ��=
	�  �
�����
 �� ����
� 	������ ���	
�� �
�����
�������� ��	� ������ ��=
	�  ��	�
�� for 
just  19¢ a pound.  

The Paisley Merrymakers were 
going to be busy making merry at both 
the Christmas dance and the New 
Years dance at the Town Hall.  

The Royal Bank sent its best 
wishes for the season. 

The item at the top right reports 

that 500 children were on hand to 
welcome Santa to the Village after the 
parade.  

The final item really has nothing 
to do with the Christmas season, but I 
just couldn’t resist.  The touching 
poem “To My Dog” is something I’m 
sure all dog lovers can take to heart.  

So as you wipe a tear from your 
eye, I wish you the very best for 
Christmas and the New Year.       

��������	�
������

I n October 2006 the 
Bluewater Elementary 

School sports council (BESC) 
honoured Comrade Bob 
Atkinson by renaming their 
annual cross country to the 
"Bob Atkinson Memorial 
(BESC) Cross Country Meet". 

This event was started by 
Comrade Bob over 35 years ago. It 
was held at an area farm east of 
Paisley. The runners met many 
obstacles such as rough terrain, cows 
in the field and manure. The run was 
for boys only because it was thought 
to be too rugged for girls.  

It is the third in the series of runs, 
the first being at each school and 
progressing to the area and then to the 
BESC Cross Country Meet (West). 
The Paisley Legion, with Bob's 

guidance and with the assistance of 
area Royal Canadian Branches 
(Chesley, Tara, and Port Elgin), has 
made this an annual event held at 
Saugeen Bluffs. This event is 
organized by the Blue Water School 
Board and is supported by the Legion 
Branches. 

There are seven categories for 
racing: Tyke Boys and Tyke Girls, 
Junior Boys and Junior Girls, Senior 
B oys  a nd Se nior Gir ls  a nd 

Challenged. After each race is finished 
1st, 2nd, & 3rd place winners receive 
a medallion and 4th, 5th & 6th place 
receive a ribbon presented by Legion 
members. 

After all seven races have been 
run there is the presentation of plaques 
for overall winners in each category. 
Also plaques are awarded to 1st and 
2nd runner0up and 1st place winner. 
This year we are pleased to announce 
that there were a total of 56 awards 

presented. 
The Paisley Legion sponsors 
the Medallions and ribbons, 
The Tara Legion sponsors the 
Senior Girls and Boys, 
Chesley Legion sponsors 
Junior Girls and Boys, Port 
Elgin sponsors Tyke Girls and 
Boys. The plaques are 

supported by the Legions Branches. 
On October 14, 2010 the event 

was held at Saugeen Bluffs with 2nd 
runner0up being Brant Central in 
Walkerton, 1st Place runner0up was 
North Port, and over all winner for the 
day was Saugeen Central of Port 
Elgin. 
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�1� �� 0 Williscroft Women's 

Institute meets Thursday, Dec. 2 at 
11:45a.m.  at Biermans Bar & Grill in 
Chesley. Snow date December 9. 


�1� =� 0 Paisley Concert Choir’s 
���������� ������ at Knox United 
Church in Owen Sound at 7:30 


�1� G� 0 Paisley Concert Choir’s 
���������� ������ at St. Paul’s 
United Church in Walkerton at 7:30 


�1� H� 0  Paisley Concert Choir’s 
���������� ������ at Immanuel 
Missionary Church in Paisley. at 7:30 


�1�H� 0 St. John’s United Church 
Chesley presents Soundsation with “I 
Believe – A Christmas Concert” on 
Sunday December 5th at 2:30 PM. 
Tickets $15.00 ea.  Children 10 and 
under free. Light refreshments to 
follow. Tickets available at McIntee 
Realty, Chesley or Jack Reid Leisure 
Products, Hanover, or please call 
Doug Walsh – 519036309303 or 
Bonnie Gallinger – 519036303085. 


�1� ��� 0 Paisley merchants 

annual 4����6�!���)��.�	�)�����

�1� ��� 0 Come and Enjoy 

Special Treats as the Treasure Chest 
Museum presents ;
5))5*%)� 03�
4'7�48/ %<�on Friday, December 
10 from 2 to 3:30 pm and 7 to 8:30 
pm Admission by Donation 


�1� ��� 0 Paisley Friends of the 
Library ����������)����� ����at the 
library at 7pm. Come in your jammies 
to enjoy bedtime stories with a special 
guest and some hot chocolate and 
cookies 


� 1� �=� 0 Bruce County 
Genealogical Society meeting  at 1:00 
p.m. in the Bruce County Museum & 
Cultural Centre. Everyone is invited 
to bring a Christmas treat to share at 
the Bring and Brag program. 


�1� �H� 0 Paisley Central School 

�����������������

�1� �H� �� CROKINOLE: at 

7:30 PM at the School House in 
Scone. Lunch and prizes. Admission 
$3.00 Come for the fun of it!!  We 
are playing the 3RD WEDNESDAY 
of each month. Contact Clare @ 5190
93401351   

�
�&��!����������
!��
�'%����(�

�

The �������� ������� ����� weekly 
practices are held at Paisley Knox 
United Church Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. New members are welcome. For 
more information contact Helen 
Crysler at 519035304017. 

4�!���� 5����� 6�!���  0 every 
Monday at 7:30 pm sharp at the 
Paisley Legion. Everyone welcome.0 
resumes September 7 

)������� ������� 0���+� ��� ����
4�!�����very Monday from 10:00 am 
to 11:30 am 

��������*���������� meets every 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.   

�������� /���.� ��� '��������
'��������  meets every Tuesday at 
the Anglican Church of the Ascension 
hall at 8:00 p.m.  

)�..����/���.������.��.���$����
���+�����<��are held the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month in Kincardine, the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month in Hanover. 
Everyone welcome. For more 
information call (519) 65209437.  

,��������.� �������0���+�– this 
ministry for ladies runs on the third 
Tuesday of every month from 9:30 – 
11:30 a.m. at Immanuel Missionary 
Church  

)�����9�� HHO� 4������� � 0 runs 
on the last Tuesday of every month 

starting at 12 noon at Immanuel 
Missionary Church  

Regular 4�!���� 7�����!� is held�
on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 8 
pm, (Executive meet at 6:30 pm) 

'�C������� )������ ��� /����

0���� ����!�"��� )�..���� /���.�
meets 1st Wednesday of every month 
at 1:30 at Grace United Church, 
Hanover, and the 2nd Wednesday of 
every month, at 1:30 at Southampton 
United Church. 10800026509013. 

'-'6'� P ��� � � ���� a t 
Immanuel Missionary Church begins 
on Wed. Sept. 23, 2009. For info 
contact Joe Bourget at 519035305371  

�������� ���� 
������� P������ 
meet 1st and 3rd Thursday each month.  

 4�!����4������'�&. meeting 1st 
Thursday each month 7 pm. 

)��!����).��+����%������������
International Every 2nd & 4th 
Tuesday of the month. 6:30 0 8:30 pm 
Port Elgin Independent Community 
Room, Car pooling available from 
Paisley (6 pm)  Learn to Speak with 
Conf idence & Clarity. http://
saugeenspeakers.freetoasthost.info/   
Call 519035301805 or 519035306021 
for more info 

�������������������

%�����������'�"�����is published 11 times per year:  
mid0January, then the start of each month from March to December by  

�����������)�*��������+���,������+���������
�

1800 copies are distributed 7�

���������
 to Paisley and its Rural Routes, 
R.R. 1 & 2 Dobbinton, R.R. 2 & 3 Chesley, R.R. 1 & 2 Cargill, & in stores in 
the Paisley Area  or by Paid Subscription $26.00 (includes GST) per year.  
Editor: Craig Budreau; Co0editor: Mary Ellen Budreau; Staff Writers: Diane 
Eaton, Sandra Blodgett, Melissa Kanmacher; Advertising: Jen Harris.       

%�����������'�"������
�1��1�0�&�H?�������������61��6�/��6�,  

H���=H=�H?�?�(Craig), or email: ��"����2����1�� 
For Advertising call 519035301805 (Jen) or email design@keylimecreative.ca 
����+��������
�-�����!��������-�������-����#������./#00�1����!
�����2�3�4,��!��������
�

+���!�����+����
�����%�������������#�

���+�������+�����������������������'�"����������������
.������"����!�1������+�������������
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7����������������
J8��������5"��!�����K 
307 Balaklava St. Paisley 

35305270 
immanuelemc@bmts.com 

Rev. Tony Geense 
Service: ��>=���� 

��  Sunday School every Sunday 
morning starting at 9:30 a.m. – 
classes for all ages  

�� Worship Services begin at 10:30 
a.m. every Sunday Morning 

�� There will be a Junior Church 
ministry provided for children 
ages 1 – 5 yrs. during the 
Worship Service  

�� Prayer Meeting 6:30 p.m. Sunday 
Evenings  

#������������
399 Goldie St.  Paisley 

35305278 
knoxunited@bmts.com 
twitter.com/Knoxunited 

 

Rev. Tim Reaburn  

Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. with 
Sunday School during service.   

 

Sanctuary is wheelchair accessible. 

0�.������������
288 Church Street, Paisley 

Rev. George Bell  
Service:  Sunday���>�������

with Sunday School  
during service 

www.paisleybaptist.org 

'�!�����������
J%����������������'�������K 

251 Albert St, Paisley 
Rev. Linda Nixon 36302339 

llnixon@bmts.com 

Services at 9:15 am  
 

Sister Congregations meet at 9:15 am 
in Chesley and at Tara at 10:15 am 

�������������������
J-������������)�1�����<���

�������������!�K�

-����������>�
260 Queen St. S, Paisley 

Sunday morning worship 10:00 am 
with Sunday School & Nursery 

)�1�����<�> CR # 15, Glammis 
Sunday morning worship 11:30 am 

with Sunday School 
westminster.stpaul@bmts.com 
Rev. Shelly Butterfield0Kocis  

519035306020 

,�����������-�����>��

A s the Paisley Farmers Market enters its fifth year the Executive have 
decided to embrace a new venture and offer our loyal customers a ����

��

, local, fresh “Food Booth”.  It will be at the market every Saturday morning 
for light breakfast and or brunch. It will support our produce vendors, giving 
our market visitors a chance to try seasonal recipes made highlighting quality 
foods from the market. 

The Paisley Farmers Market invites anyone interested in being a food 
vendor (culinary students welcome) to submit an application for the upcoming 
2011 Market Season. 

Application should include name, address, phone, email and your history 
and experience at markets or running a food booth.   Submit a  sample menu, 
kind of food variety or plan and any requirements you may have such as 
electricity to Paisley Farmers Market Box 206 Paisley, Ont. N0G 2N0 or 
paisleymarket@gmail.com 

�����������'���

T he apples at Keyzer's (formerly Hall's) Fruit Farm were big this year.  The 
two apples Raphael Keyzer holds in the picture each weighed about �1=���.  

��	��

�����

I������� �������
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P assed away peacefully in his 
100th year with his son by his 

side on Friday, October 29, 2010 at 
Valleyview Nursing Home in 
Toronto.  

Loving husband for 61 years of 
the late Dorothy (nee Miller). Forever 
loved in cherished memories by his 
son Don, granddaughter Shelley 
(Brian Hines), great granddaughter 
Aidynn & sister0in0law Vera Miller. 
Fondly remembered by his many 
nieces, nephews & extended family 
members, whom he loved dearly. 

Formerly a longtime resident of 
Richmond Hill, he was a true 
gentleman, who will be missed by 
those surviving of the many 
associates and friends with whom he 
shared mutual esteem & respect 
throughout his life.  

Raised in Elderslie Township, 
Bruce County, before the war he was 
a teacher in the Lucknow area, then 
Sioux Lookout, and later was an 
educator in Meaford, Ottawa, 
Muskoka, Richmond Hill & York 
Region, during a career in Ontario 
public education that spanned more 
than 40 years.  

Predeceased by his parents John 
& Margaret (Smart) of Paisley/
Elderslie, and siblings John (Mabel), 
Keith (Muriel), Alex, Margaret & 
Janet Fraser (Eldon), and his in0laws 
from West Wawanosh, Isobel & 
Gordon Miller & Helen Todd (Tom). 

 Cremation has taken place and 
there will be no services in Toronto. 

A private inurnment service will 
take place at Paisley Cemetery, Bruce 
County at a later date.  

Online condolences can be made 
at  www.rskane.ca 

8��7��������

,�����

I n loving memory of a dear husband, 
father and grandfather, Jim Friar, 

who passed away two years ago on 
Nov. 29, 2008. 

�$�������������<����������.��������

/���������/��<����"��!�������
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P��$��!���������..�������1�

Sadly missed but never forgotten. 
�3�!��,�7������
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D eborah Lynn Ruthven of R.R. 
#2, Chesley, passed away at 

home with family by her side on 
Monday, November 22nd, 2010 in 
her 55th year. 

Beloved wife of Bob. Dear 
Mother of Becky of Owen Sound, 
Adam (Amanda) of Walkerton and 
Robert (Amber) of R.R. #2 Chesley. 
Cherished grandmother of Katrina, 
Kelsey, Karly, Alena, Sierra, Ella, 
Abigail and Robert. Debby will be 
fondly remembered by her mother 
Florence Playford of Owen Sound 
as well as her four brothers and their 
families. Predeceased by her father 
Frederick Playford. 

Visitation was held at Rhody 
Family Funeral Home, Chesley. A 
funeral service was held at the 
Paisley Baptist Church on Thursday, 
November 25, 2010. Interment in 
Chesley Cemetery. 

A memorial dance in Debby s̀ 
honor was held at the Elmwood 
Community Centre on Saturday, 
November 27th to help them 
celebrate her life. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations to the Canadian Cancer 
Society, Paisley Baptist Church or to 
the Heart and Stroke Foundation 
would be appreciated as expressions 
of sympathy. 


�������*���"���

P eacefully with her family by her 
side at the Grey Bruce Health 

Services Southampton, on Sunday, 
November 21st, 2010 in her 64th year 
Alexina "Zine" Atkinson of Port 
Elgin.  Beloved wife of Mike for 40 
years.  Loving Mom of Tony, of Port 
Elgin, Rob and his wife Debra of Port 
Elgin and Todd of Innisfil. Proud and 
loving Nana of Kayla and Dillon. 
Dear sister of Margaret Leighton of 
Vancouver B.C., Mima and her 
husband Mac McGillivray of Innisfil, 
Les and his wife Muriel of Port Elgin, 
Wallace of Hillsburg, Sherwood 
(Bud) and his wife Leona of Owen 
Sound, Shirley and her husband Carm 
Sweiger of Chesley, Marlene and her 
husband Harvey Davidson of 
Walkerton, and Don and his wife 
Eleanor of Clavering.  Predeceased 
by her brother Orland and her sister 
Lenore King.  Dear sister0in0law of 
Doug (Sharon) of Paisley, and John 
a nd h is  w if e  B e ve r ly  of 
London.  Zine will be deeply missed 
by many nieces and nephews. 

Friends will be received at the W. 
Kent Milroy Port Elgin Chapel 510 
Mill Street , 519083202222 on 
Tuesday, November 23rd from 2:00 
to 4:00 and 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. A 
funeral service will be held in the 
Port Elgin United Church 840 Bruce 
Street on Wednesday at 11:00 
a.m.  Cremation to follow. 

A Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
#340 service and a Branch #340 
Legion Ladies Auxiliary service will 
be held in the funeral home on 
Tuesday at 6:45 p.m. 

Memorial donations to the Port 
Elgin Cenotaph Fund would be 
appreciated by the family. 

�����������'���
The Royal Canadian Legion Paisley 
Branch 295 Rental 0 '���������� ����
(upstairs) Great for parties of  100 
people or less. Bartender provided. For 
information and bookings please call 
Franck Kocis at 519035306020.          �������  

%�����9�� #���+� 0 Potatoes 0 red, 
white,  & Yukon gold 
�
������ -�

������ to all our friends 
and customers. Gord & Reita Tanner 
519036602493   

)��$�0��$��!�0 Paisley Area 0 Closed 
Sundays & Holidays 0 call Lloyd 
Shantz  at 519035307159     	
 �(��  

%���+�3���

T hank0you to the voters of the 
Elderslie ward for your support 

on October 25/10, It was an honour to 
be elected and I’m looking forward to 
working hard at  the position as 
Elderslie ward councillor in the next 
four years. 

��� 
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T hank0you to the community of 
Paisley. 

Again the Hospital Auxiliary 
Christmas Lunch on November 19th 
was a huge success. 

Thanks to all the volunteers and 
members for their donations of soup  
sandwiches and homemade pies. 

Thanks also to Micky Majury for 
her donation of Christmas goodies. 
The cake was won by Katherine 
Cooper, the beautiful trays of squares 
by Fern McFadden and the dozen 
butter tarts by Jim Blue. 

The Auxiliary members wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 

*
���$���
�

T he Paisley Legion and the Paisley 
& Area Fire Department would 

like to thank Nature’s Millworks (we 
missed you last month) for their 
donation to the Paisley Open Golf 
Tournament.  

Again, thanks to everyone who 
helped make the tournament such a 
success.  

As a result, we will be making a 
donation to the Breakfast Club at 
Paisley Central School. 

)�������

/������!��

W ishing our friends and 
neighbours there a Very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year 

*���,�*
������ �����
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O n November 3, 2010 the Paisley 
Central School Community 

Council held it's second meeting of 
the school year. 

The meeting began with Mr. 
Mason giving the Principal's report.  
He welcomed Mrs. Trista Flower  and 
indicated the transition for the JK 
students is going very well.  

The new Report Cards have gone 
out and  parent interviews were set up 
with the teachers. We are very proud 
of our student's achievements. The 
book fair going on at this time has 
also been a great success. 

We hope you enjoyed the Paisley 

Central School float in the Santa 
Claus Parade. 

The Christmas concert will be 
held on December 15th. We are 
looking for donations from parents 
and local businesses for the gift 
basket fundraiser. Please get items to 
the school, Kim Grant or Alicia 
Mariano.  Tickets for the baskets will 
be on sale and drawn the evening of 
the concert. Proceeds will go toward 
transportation costs for school trips. 

Cindy Tanner announced she 
applied for a Parents Reaching Out 
grant and received enough money to 
bring in a keynote speaker for parent 

education.  Chris Vollum will be 
visiting our school on April 20, 2011 
to do his presentation on Facebook 
and Twitter 101 to parents. Please 
watch for more details. 

Just a reminder that Christmas 
Break is from December 20031. 

Many wonderful things are being 
planned  for this year and Mrs. 
McLeod is doing a wonderful job 
keeping the calendar updated. Please 
watch for newsletters or check the 
school's website for information.  
www.pai.bwdsb.on.ca 

 
"�� �����������

3����  ��.� 6������ Send Resume to 
Box 599, Paisley or drop off to Allen's 
Home Building Centre 
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O n Nov. 11 Paisley Central 
School held a Remembrance 

Day assembly in which several of the 
students participated.  

The solemn event involved a 
blend of speech and song, such as the 
Grade 2/3 class reciting, In Flanders 
Fields, students from the Grade 6/7 
class reading their own poems, and 
the Grade 1/2 class singing “We 

Remember”.  
Students read excerpts about the 

many Canadians who served and died 
in past wars, as well as those currently 
in Afghanistan. A video presentation 
about Canada’s history in war helped 
embed in everyone’s minds the reality 
of suffering and loss that comes with 
war. 
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