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B ruce County Engineer Brian 
Knox came to Paisley at the 

invitation of the Paisley & District 
Ratepayers Association Thursday, 
March 28  for a public meeting 
regarding the county’s 
current plans for the Queen 
Street bridge downtown. 

Thank you to everyone 
that came out including 
Councillors Mark Davis and 
Dan Kerr. This project will 
affect every business and 
home owner since the 
bridge will be inaccessible 
for five months at some 
point in the next five to ten 
years.  

Most in attendance 
agreed that  we like the current railing 
style for safety and the ability to see 
the river. Visitors, citizens, and 
tourists passing through all enjoy the 
view of the confluence of the Saugeen 
and Teeswater rivers, the dam and the 

salmon spawning grounds. The rivers 
and historic buildings are Paisley’s 
drawing cards. 

The big problem with  replacing 
the bridge is the lack of an appropriate 

detour. More brainstorming is 
required. The building of a Bailey 
Bridge, or temporary bridge, is being 
considered as well as a long detour 
around the village. 

The county, which receives 

financial assistance from the federal 
government (not the province) for 
bridge construction, is financially 
willing to provide the concrete bridge 
railings like those installed on the 

Willow Creek Bridge on 
Queen St. The difference 
in cost between such 
railings and the see5
through style preferred by 
those in attendance would 
have to be covered by the 
municipality of Arran5
Elderslie or fund5raising 
efforts by members of our 
community. 
Mr. Knox will inform us as 
soon as possible regarding 
how much additional 

money would be needed. 
This bridge project is in the very 

beginning of the planning  process. 
Due to it’s complex  nature, as well as 
required input from the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and the Saugeen 

Valley Conservation Authority, the 
actual bridge design won’t be decided 
until a couple of years prior to 
construction. 

You are invited to voice your  
concerns and ideas by contacting:  
Chamber of Commerce at 35356021, 
paisley.news@yahoo.com or Box 368 
P a i s l e y ;  D a n  K e r r 
paisleyward.councillor@yahoo.com; 
the municipality of Arran5Elderslie 
aeclerk@bmts.com; or Brian Knox, 
bknox@brucecounty.on.ca, 30 Park 
St., Brockton, 519588152400. 

It was a pleasant meeting where 
everyone felt heard and informed. We 
hope even more people will come out 
to future meetings as this affects the 
whole village. We thank Brian Dan 
and Mark for showing an interest in 
this issue which means so much to us. 
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F or those of us who value and 
appreciate heritage buildings, the 

front page news and photo in the local 
papers last week of the fire which 
destroyed the historic stone Dunkeld 
Restaurant was sad.  Later in the week 
there were other stories about century 
old historic buildings.  Dawson House 
on the Main Street in Chesley which 
houses the Chesley Heritage & 
Woodworking Museum on the main 
f loor a nd is ow ned by the 
Municipality of Arran5Elderslie will 
be put up for sale despite its heritage 
designation and importance to the 
history of this small beautiful rural 
town.  Then there is the 137 year old 
Paisley Town Hall which currently 
houses a branch of the Legion on the 
main floor.  It too is owned by the 
Municipality and was designated as a 
heritage building back in 1976.  
Anyone who dr ives through 
picturesque Paisley cannot fail to 
notice this grand red brick building 
with its round arched original wooden 
windows and wooden belfry.  It has to 
be considered the most outstanding 
public example of the architecture of 
its period not just in Paisley but in the 
municipality which includes Tara, 
Chesley and rural Arran and Elderslie. 

I was in attendance at last week’s 
Council meeting in Chesley as a 
representative of the Museum Board 
of Directors.  I stayed to hear the 
presentation by Karen Kimpel, 
President of the Paisley & District 
Ratepayers Association.  Several 
community members were also in 
atte nda nce , inc luding Sa ndra 
Blodgett, Pres. of the Paisley 
Chamber of Commerce.  Ms. Kimpel, 
a small business owner, gave a well 
researched presentation to Council 
complete with handouts of the 
original by5law, information on the 
viability of wooden windows versus 
vinyl and the work being done by the 
Chamber and Paisley Ratepayers to 
foster economic growth and enhance 
community life.  Ms. Kimpel was not 

speaking just for herself. There are 
many people in Paisley, including a 
member of the original committee that 
designated this building as well as 
local business people and others who 
recognize the importance of the 
Paisley Town Hall and other heritage 
buildings in the village to its future 
economic development.  The Paisley 
Town Hall is not “owned” by its 
current tenant, the Legion, nor by the 
Municipality of Arran5Elderslie.  It 
belongs to WE the people of this 
municipality who have a right to 
expect consultation and dialogue 
about decisions being made on our 
behalf and who expect that the laws of 
the land (by5laws and tenders) will be 
observed.  During the presentation a 
councilor did storm out as reported 
after saying that “our (whose?) 
intelligence (how?) has been insulted 
enough”. 

I do not doubt that both the 
Municipality and the Legion had good 
intentions in making the decision 
about vinyl windows.  However, 
Council did not consult with local 
ratepayers nor recognized groups such 
as the Paisley Chamber of Commerce 
and the Paisley & District Ratepayers, 
and more importantly they have 
broken their own by5law.  It seems to 
me that Council needs to stop any 
work on the Paisley Town Hall until 
the heritage issue is resolved.  Council 
could also contact the “Preservation 
Works” division of the Architectural 
Conservancy of Ontario to do an 
“outside analysis” of this magnificent 
137 year old building for a nominal 
fee which would be of value to all 
concerned.  It is possible to more 
carefully consider what could be done 
to keep the authenticity of this fine 
heritage building intact now and for 
future generations to appreciate.  The 
building and the citizens of this 
municipality deserve that kind of 
considered attention. 
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In March, I went before Arran5

Elderslie Council to lobby for us to 
have a chance to preserve wooden 
windows in the Town Hall/Legion. I 
was not just speaking for myself. 
Quite a number of people were very 
upset about this. Clearly, it was not 
me talking about it which may result 
in the replacement of these original, 
137 year old windows, with new vinyl 
ones. This decision was made by a 
very few people, who made no 
attempt to contact either the Chamber 
of Commerce, the Ratepayers 
Association, or any of the people who 
contacted me to do something about it. 
Many are willing (or will be, if 
allowed) to fundraise the difference in 
cost. No notice was put in this paper. 
Their decision is something that we all 
will have to live with for many years 
to come. 

The Legion is to be commended 
for getting the Trillium grant to pay 
for this project. I am truly sorry to any 
members who may be upset by the 
controversy. Ultimately they are not 
the ones responsible for making the 
final decision. They are tenants, and 
the owner of the building must decide. 
In this case, the final decision was 

made by Arran5Elderslie council, with 
very little input. 

I think that the argument for vinyl 
goes something like this: They are 
cheaper, more energy efficient, and 
require lower maintenance. 

The case for wood has not really 
been made. Both types of windows 
c a n  p r o v i d e  c o m p a r a b le 
improvements in energy efficiency. It 
is debatable whether vinyl windows 
have lower cost and maintenance. 
Vinyl windows cannot be repaired, 
only replaced. Usually it’s the moving 
parts that crack, and we all know what 
a fogged up window with a blown seal 
looks like. Even under warranty, the 
cost of the window may be (but not 
always) covered, but not the 
installation fee. For a building like the 
Town Hall, installation will be costly. 
Wooden windows can often be 
repaired, rather than replaced. Vinyl 
windows won’t last 137 years. Several 
complete replacements should be 
costed in, to make a fair comparison. 
Wooden windows cost more initially, 
but in the long term, they will 
probably cost much less. This building 
will outlast all of us, barring a disaster 
like the Dunkeld, as it has for 
generations. The wooden windows, 

granted, have to be painted regularly. 
The brick moulding, which I 
understand is to be kept, even with the 
vinyl windows, will need to be painted 
too. I have suggested that we do 
ongoing f undra is ing f or  t he 
maintenance of this important 
building, and also for the Hosetower. 

I always like to use analogies, and 
my favourites (so far) for wooden 
windows, are china cabinets and old 
tractors. If you inherit an antique 
china cabinet, and the original wooden 
windows are damaged, you probably 
won’t replace them with new vinyl 
ones. It would not look right, and it 
would lower it’s value considerably. 
The Town Hall is quite a remarkable 
antique – it should be held to the 
highest standard. It is the best building 
for miles around. A family heirloom 
for us all to share, and to treat 
respectfully. Replacing the windows 
with vinyl will depreciate it’s value, 
just as the china cabinet would. 

The tractor – any one of the ones 
that show up in August for the 
Heritage Steam Show – has a broken 
part. The new vinyl one performs 
well, the salesmen say. No one has 
ever seen a 50 year old replacement 
part like it, they haven’t been making 

them that long. Just like vinyl 
windows. We know what the 137 year 
old ones are like. The wooden window 
belongs, just as the owner of the 
tractor would attempt to replace the 
broken part with one as close to the 
original as possible. 

If you have an opinion, wood or 
vinyl, please let Arran5Elderslie 
council know by calling the municipal 
of f ic e , 3635 3039 , or  e ma i l 
areld@bmts.com . No windows have 
been installed yet, so our opinions 
may not be too late. 

As I have said all too often, we 
really need to work on our 
communication. No one would even 
confirm or deny the rumour, when I 
started to make inquiries about the 
windows. I found out by reading 
council minutes. I feel that it is very 
important that we reinstate a LACAC 
or Heritage Committee. I hope that 
people who are truly interested in 
protecting our heritage resources will 
let Arran5Elderslie know that they 
would like to represent all of us on 
this committee. I hope that they do a 
better job of communicating with us 
as well.  
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Following the report in the Sun Times 
and that of fellow citizens on the 
March 11 Arran Elderslie council 
meeting  ,I feel compelled to 
comment on the Paisley Town Hall 
maintenance issue. 

Everyone passing through our 
town square regularly is surely happy 
to find out that funding has been 
obtained for a new efficient furnace 
and some window replacements for 
Paisley Town Hall.  

 Council’s snap decision to spend 
the window portion of the trillium 
grant on vinyl replacements without 
a n y  p u b l i c 
discussion and with 
t h e  e x p r e s s 
e x c lu s io n  o f 
citizens, who have 
wanted to be 
updated on the 
deliberations for 
months, is much 
less encouraging  
however. 

It is difficult for 
Karen Kimpel to approach council 
without misgivings under such 
circumstances and facing a done deal. 
I commend her for wading through  
the late often mystifying minutes, 
taking time out of her work day to  
drive to Arran Elderslie council 
chambers and  wait to be heard at 
council in spite of it. She speaks for 
me certainly, when she wants to find 
out details and long term plans on the 
maintenance of this splendid Hall.  

Some council members treated 
h e r  w i t h  d i s r e s pe c t  a n d 
impatience .One gets the impression 
that council doesn’t want to be 
bothered with this problem anymore   
now for a very long time. What 
counts however is good long term 
planning.  Arran Elderslie ‘s first 
council promised upon amalgamation 
to look after Paisley’s heritage. 

The Town Hall is the most central 
piece of architecture, solid yet 
graceful . It shows spirit and 

proportion. Both qualities a 1000 
people community should be able to 
afford  and cherish. Strictly speaking 
a heritage building, especially the 
publicly owned model building 
should celebrate the original trade 
skills and materials. Times have 
changed, but not so much that council 
couldn’t share their  decision with the 
public on the basis of quality of the 
product obtained, rather than cheaper  
product. 

What exactly are we getting? 
What does the vinyl core look like? 
What are the visual drawbacks: are 
we sacrificing the graceful frames for 

broad ones? Are 
we loosing the 
moulding, t he 
shaping? Are there 
warranties on the 
windows, and more 
importantly on the 
installation? What 
pos s ib le  c os t 
overruns do we 
expect?  What 
criteria were used 

to decide on which windows are to be 
replaced first. 

I t  is n’t  not be yond my 
understanding that the shrunk5down 
council of the amalgamated townships 
will tend to check off tasks like the 
preservation of the heritage of one 
town, without giving it detailed 
attention. 

This is especially true, if the 
interest of councillors centres on other 
municipal issues. I would ask 
however t hat counc il s hows 
leadership in the future by reinstating 
a volunteer heritage committee, that it 
takes some guidance from it, gets  
understanding from the revue of 
pertinent past bylaws and commits to 
l o n g  t e r m c o m pr e h e ns iv e 
maintenance schedule, rather than 
downloading their responsibility to 
the Paisley Legion. 
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W hile I do not minimize the 
convenience of having a 

proper grocery store in Paisley, and I 
do appreciate the challenges faced by 
the Hettricks regarding both the loss 
of their Foodland franchise, and the 
transition to the Foodtown label, there 
are several important issues that I 
would like to point out if the 
Foodtown is to succeed.  

Firstly, and most importantly, is 
the lack of a manager on duty. 
Numerous times I have asked 
questions about a product, price, or 
other issue, and the staff working at 
the time gave me the response that 
“no manager is here to answer your 
question”. That is unacceptable, 
especially in this day of instant 
communication, and it gives the 
impression that the staff either don’t 
really wish to research the issue, or no 
one with authority is available to do 
so.  

Secondly, the price of staples in 
the Foodtown (and before that, the 
Foodland) are much higher compared 
to other grocery stores in the region. 
Examples are as follows: butter (1lb) 
is 43% higher, 4L of 2% milk is 22% 
higher, white sugar (1lb) is 17% 
higher, one dozen eggs 7% higher, 
5kg of flour 10% higher, and 1 litre of 
10% cream is 19% higher. (This price 

difference skyrockets when these 
items are on sale, which is usually the 
case in at least one of the surrounding 
grocery stores.)  

When the store was under the 
Foodland banner, the meat was 
excellent and reasonably priced; 
sadly, that is no longer the case.  

A clearly displayed and defined 
set of operating hours would also 
greatly help as these hours seem to 
change on a monthly basis, which is 
also not appreciated by customers.  

Beyond operational issues, the 
article of March 2013 was very vague 
in regards to the challenges faced by 
the Foodtown. Many types of 
problems were mentioned in the 
article, yet not one of these problems 
is actually defined, and I find this 
rather disconcerting.  

On the positive side, most of the 
staff are friendly and helpful, but 
friendly and helpful staff will only go 
so far when it comes to peoples’ 
grocery budgets. In closing, the 
customer is not always right, but they 
are always (hopefully) your customer. 
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I  felt fortunate on Saturday morning March 2, 2013 to get a call asking if I 
wanted to go to Shallow lake to watch a Peewee house league game at 3:00 

o'clock. I said yes and by 2:00 we were gone.  
It was somewhat rugged hockey, I thought, for the age level. The game 

score was see saw and in the mid 3rd period it was tied 6—6.There was a 
scuffle for the puck about 25 ft. straight out in front of the Arran Elderslie net. 
An Arran Elderslie player fell to the ice.  

The next thing all of us saw was a Shallow Lake player whacking the Arran 
Elderslie player on the head—twice! He broke the blade off his stick. It was 
hard to watch. The referee gave him a 5 minute penalty and out of the game.  

No Kidding!  
When the Arran Elderslie player got up he got a 2 minute penalty. The 

game ended 8 to 6 for Shallow Lake The end? NO. 
The fans from Shallow Lake cheered like they had won the Stanley Cup. 

What kind of message does this send to these young ladies and young men who 
play for the sport and the friendship that can last a life time. Or a few seconds! I 
have played hockey and watched two sons play all the levels of minor hockey 
and some junior and of course the mighty NHL. 

Never saw anything like it and I don’t want to witness it again. 
Is this a new trend or was it just a flash? 
I hope that’s all it was. 
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S tudents at Paisley Central School 
are an extremely fortunate group.  

Each morning students find a tray of 
healthy food that is ready and waiting 
for them in their classroom.  It just 
seems to miraculously appear!  The 
staff at PCS knows that we do have 
elves at our school and they are in the 
form of parent volunteers who make 
the Breakfast for Learning Program 
such a success. 

Each morning parent volunteers 
prepare a tray of food containing 
choices of fresh fruits and vegetables, 
dairy products and grain products. The 
trays are delivered to each classroom 
and all students are then able to pick 
items from the trays. The trays remain 
in the classroom until first break when 
they are gathered up, cleaned and 
made ready for more food for the 
following day.  Rarely do the trays go 
back with items still on them.  Parents 
might be surprised at the number of 
healthy food choices their children are 
eating each day. 

Research clearly indicates that 
children are more successful in their 
learning with a full stomach of healthy 
food.  Parents send their children to 
school well prepared for the day but 
this extra food gives a further kick 
start to the day. 

The students and staff at PCS are 
very thankful for the many volunteers 
that help to make this program such a 
success. The trays are prepared each 
morning by a dedicated group of 
parent volunteers and their children.  
Each morning a different family can 
be found in the kitchen cutting up 
fruits and veggies to put on the trays.  
The families participating are the 
Grants, the Crawfords, the Dietrichs, 
the Erskines, the Maus’, the Bryces .  
All of this is coordinated under the 
leadership of Gail Fullerton who 
organizes the volunteers, purchases 
the food items and completes the 
necessary paperwork for funding – no 
easy job! 

None of this comes without a cost. 
The Breakfast for Learning program is 

funded annually by the Ontario 
Student Nutrition Program powered 
by VON but the program requires that 
additional funding must also come 
from voluntary donat ions and 
fundraising endeavors.  This past year 
the funds from the Ontario Student 
Nutrition Program were cut by 
approximately 30% yet our school 
enrolment continues to climb which 
means that our costs have also 
increased.  Several local organizations 
have made donations to the program 
which are greatly appreciated.  
Fundraising events in the form of 
Scrap5a5thons have been very well 
attended and have provided greatly 
needed funds to keep the program 
going.  More recently, a Facebook 
plea for further funds has resulted in 
many donations being received and 
ensuring that the program will 
continue to run until the end of the 
year. (A tax receipt can be issued for 
donations of $20 if a cheque is made 
payable to the Bluewater District 
School Board.) 

To add to our Breakfast for 
Learning program some hardworking 
parents have also taken on the task of 
providing hot lunches for students and 
staff for a nominal fee to cover costs.  
Each Wednesday for six weeks 
students and staff had two delicious 
options to choose from (e.g. chicken 
noodle soup or chili) which came with 
a brow nie ma de w ith s ome 
surprisingly healthy ingredients.  Huge 
thanks goes out to Kate Dietrich and 
Krista Crawford for their leadership in 
this endeavor and to the other parents 
who helped prepare and serve the hot 
lunches. 

To all volunteers who have helped 
in any way with the food programs 
and to those who continue to support 
the programs through fundraising and 
donations, the staff and students at 
Paisley Central School say a sincere 
thank you! 
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W hat do we know of the 
motivations which drew our 

Irish ancestors from their homeland to 
a new life in Canada? Patrick Kelly 
and Joseph O”Hagen enlightened a 
full house in the Theatre Room of the 
Bruce County Museum & Cultural 
Centre. Finding the Kelly surname on 
a gravestone in the Chepstow 
Cemetery when he was a young boy 
was the start of a lifelong passion for 
history and genealogy for Patrick 
Kelly. He heard stories about the eight 
week journey that his great5, great5
grandfather made by sea and was 
curious as to why he would undertake 
such an expedition. Emigration 
offered an escape from the harsh rule 
of British landlords, destitution and 
starvation. 

The prospect of land ownership 
was the key. The 1854 race to claim 
land became known as “Saugeen 
fever” as newly landed immigrants 
became elated at the prospect of 
owning and not renting an acreage. 

Animosities based on religion 
continued to create an edge among 
neighbours in the new land. In 1866 
the Fenians who were a group Irish 
Catholics based in the US attempted 
an invasion of Huron County. 

Doug Lennox thanked the 
speaker s for the ir enjoyable 
presentation. 

Anyone can unlock the mysteries 
of their family tree. Find out how at 
the Family History & Genealogy 
Workshop presented by the Bruce 
County Genealogical Society at the 
Bruce County Museum & Cultural 
Centre. 

The workshop runs seven weeks: 
April 16 5 May 28, Tuesdays, 7pm 5 
9pm. Pre5registration required. 
Contact Sue Schlorff 5195797520805 
x129 

For more information: Join us on 
Tuesday, April 9 at 7pm for a FREE 
Introduction to Family History at the 
BCM&CC. 
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“U nless we protect our trees we 
risk losing their historic, 

cultural, and physical significance.” 
These are the words of Helen 
(McDonald) Burnside, one of the 
fourteen directors for the Township of 
Bruce Historical Society. The words 
underscore the Society’s upcoming 
feature theme, “Trees – Any Branch” 
for their annual meeting/beef dinner 
on Friday May 31 at the Underwood 
Community Centre. The dinner starts 
at 6 pm. The doors will open at 5:30 
for viewing of the displays. You are 
all invited. 

It will be well worth seeing the 

creative displays prepared by the 
Society’s membership. You will 
marvel at the role which trees have 
played in our past, as well as in the 
present. You’ll see unusual objects 
found in the attics and crannies of area 
homes. Here are some of the main 
topics:  
1. Family trees (ancestors) 
2. Tools (like axes and saws)  
3. Tree5based crafts (e.g. carvings by 
local residents) 
4. Trees in the arts (music and 
literature) 
5. Nuts and cones 
6. Beauty (displays of colour, patterns) 
7. Tree products (maple syrup, fruit) 
8. Sawmills in the Township of 
Bruce’s past 

If you have any items from Bruce 
Township to offer, contact Karen 
Ribey, 368 7405. 

The Township of Bruce is the only 
one in Bruce County with a current 
historical society. The area is now 
called Ward 3 of the Kincardine 
Municipality. Yet the former name is 
kept alive 5 especially through the 

work of Society’s directors and 
members. These folk have made 
remarkable contributions since the 
society’s inception in 1983. Their 
accomplishments include the books 
#���������#�����, 1984, �	���$��������
���� $����, and %���&���� ����
%������"�, 2009. 

Each year the society holds an 
annual meeting for their membership. 
With a lot of diligent preparation, the 
directors turn it into an exciting event 
and invite the public. There are door 

prizes (which, you can be sure, aren’t 
from the dollar store). This year's 
guests will have their own name5the5
tree5placemat designed personally by 
Lois Bradley. 

The guest speaker is Shannon 
Wood f r om Sa ugee n Va lle y 
Conservation Authority. 

Tickets are $15. See the May 
Advocate for contact information. 
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W ell, our curling season has 
come to a close, so I thought I 

would write an article updating what’s 
been happening in our club lately. 

Just a little historical fact for 
everyone – the Paisley Curling Club 
has been running since 1894! So next 
year will be our 130th Anniversary. 
This is an amazing accomplishment 
for such a small community. The club 
used to have a very large membership 
with curling almost every night of the 
week with many bonspiels throughout 
the season.  The Cormack Bonspiel 
and the Kaakes Bonspiel were fun5
filled weekends and were always well 
attended by both curlers and non5
curlers. 

Our membership has seen quite a 
big decrease in numbers since those 
years, but we’re still going with a 
m e m b e r s h ip  t h i s  ye a r  o f 
approximately 75. We are always 
looking for new members, so if you 

would like to try curling, let us know 
for next season, and we’ll get you 
signed up!  This is a non5competitive 
club, so inexperienced curlers are 

encouraged to come out. 
The past few weeks have been 

busy with bonspiels. The new Men’s 
& Mixed Combined in February 
proved to be a winner and we hope to 
do this again next year. There were a 
couple of OCA (Ontario Curling 
Association) events too, one being a 
Junior/Bantam day, another the 
Intermediate Men’s. Our club was 
represented in both these events.  A 
successful Clydesdale Bonspiel was 
also held March 1st & 2nd. 

We just hosted the Annual Skins 
Bonspiel March 15517, and as usual, 
there was some very exciting curling 
and some big money was won.  There 
were 12 teams entered from the area, 
and our own club team of Steve 
Gregg, Bevin Gregg, Jason Gregg and 
C la r ke  Gr e gg f inis he d 2nd. 
Congratulations! The winning team 
was Peter, Carrie and Brett Mellor and 
Louis Gregg. The Mellors are from 
Kitchener, and Louis is a member of 
our club. A big �	�
��������	�� to 
them! Thank you to everyone that 
donated food, worked in the kitchen, 
at the bar, to Dave Elphick for cooking 
wings. A big thank you to Carol Ann 
D’Andrea for convening this and to 
Gary Cobean for being our Draw 
Master – well done!!! Also thank you 
to our ice makers, Dave Barrett and 
Greg McCullough – great job! 

We would like to thank our 
sponsors for the Skins weekend: 
�� �	����  	����	��������	��
�� �	��&���� ���"��� )� ���*�� +� �����
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A few of our club members deserve 
congratulations for doing well in OCA 
competitions. Steve Gregg, who curls 
Vice with Al Hutchinson’s Blue Water 
Curling Club rink won the Best 
Wes te r n I nte r me dia te  Me n’ s 
championship in Peterborough. 

Beth Gregg, who curls Vice with 
Vicky Gregg’s Walkerton Golf & 
Curling Club rink, placed 2nd in the 
Intermediate Women’s championship, 
also held in Peterborough. 

Our Junior team of Louis Gregg, 
Faith and Laura Fullerton and Thomas 
Vanderweillen also did very well in 
their season this year. 

Murray and Audrey Trelford and 
Brian and Edith Beech, representing 
District 27, competed in the Ontario 
55+ Winter Senior Games held in 
Huntsville.  Being one of twenty 
teams, and winning four out of six 
g a m e s .  I t  w a s  q u i t e  a n 
accomplishment by these club 
members! 

As we come to a close for another 
season, two more events will wrap 
things up. Our Annual Ladies Night 
fundraiser was held Thursday, March 
28th and our Curling Banquet will be 
held on Friday, April 5th. 

We would like to say a very big 
#���"� �	�� to all of our returning 
members and all of our new curlers. 
We have had a successful season and 
we hope it can continue to grow for 
next season. 

It takes a lot of work and 
dedication by a lot of people to keep 
our club going, so thank you to all of 
our Executive too! 
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Y ou can’t judge a 

book by its 
cover, but if I see a 
book with a muscular, 
bare5chested young 
man clutching an 
a m p l e 5 b o s o m e d 
wench,  I have a pretty 
good idea that I’m not 
going to read that 
book. 

The same applies 
to a visit to a new 
town. Though your 
first impression may 
not be 100% accurate,  
it does give a good 
general feel of that 
community.  

That is the basis behind the 
OMAFRA’s First I mpress ions 
Community Exchange program. A 
small group of volunteers from each of 
two towns of similar size pay an 
unannounced visit to the other 
community, and prepare a report on 
what they see. 

Last year, Paisley and Coldwater, 
Ontario went through this process, and 
on March 18, 2013 the delegation 
from Coldwater came back to Paisley 
to present their results.  

Below is a portion of the 
presentation they made at the legion. It 
is certainly not a in5depth analysis of 
our village but it is a reminder of what 
is good and bad about Paisley. If you 
are not a native of the village, it may 
remind you of the reasons you first 
came  here. It also reminds us of some 
of the weakness of the town which 
we’ve been looking at for years and 
have come to ignore.  

So have a read and don’t get too 
defensive, it is just a ��������������	�.  

����
���������
———♦——— 

%�����K�����������
�Well kept community 
�Beautiful parks 
�Quaint village 
�Long main street  
�No open public washrooms  

5������"���������������
�Multiple road access to the 

community   
�North entrance rated: �		��#	�$��� 
�South entrance rated: �		���	�$��� 
�East entrance rated:  �		�� 
�West entrance rated: �		� 
�River entrances to the community  
�Mediocre signage entering the town 

!�����"�����7�����������������
�Single dwelling homes  
�Nice mix of new development and 

century homes 
�Senior housing  
�Affordable housing ($100K and up) 
�Victorian housing seemed to be well 

kept and very appealing 
�Apartment and high density housing 

seemed less desirable  
�Quality of housing rated high for 

existing and older homes as well 
new construction by the river 

�New construction by the school was 
abandoned 

�Senor Citizen Housing seemed up to 
date and modern 

�Apartments and rental housing 
seemed poor 

�Housing seemed to appeal mostly to 
upscale/professional middle 
income and young families  5  less 
appealing to single young adults 

and families 
�Senior Housing seemed adequate  

!������$���������5���"����

$��&����
�Medical Centre  

New, modern and well kept 
Not serviced by a doctor on a 
full time basis 

�Hospitals / Dental Office 
none observed 

�Chiropractic Services 
�No Social Services Buildings 

Service Clubs were very 
evident (Rotary and Legion) 

�Fire Department (Volunteer)  
�Community Policing (At the LCBO)  

7���������������$��&���
�At stores that were open we were 

openly received by friendly 
courteous staff 

�Helpful in providing positive 
feedback to questions  

7������1����/�
��������
�Overall lack of window displays 
�No consistency or common themes 
�Varied from good, strong displays to 

non existent.   
�Due to the long walk between stores 

there was  a disjointed impression 
of what the stores offered.   

�Vacant store windows could be 
utilized to make the walk seem 
shorter  

7������$�"��"��
�No common themes 
�Mixture of professionally done and 

not professionally done signs 
�Generally lacking  

���*��"�
�Seemed only available on the main 

street 
�Poorly marked and little directional 

signage 
�Lighting appeared to be adequate  

����������
�Seemed to be potential for the 

downtown to play a greater role in 
tourism 

�Ties to the river and four corners  
�Town Square 
�Drawback would be the speed 

traveled through town by cars  

'������������K��������
�Good mix of retail shopping 
�A large number of vacant stores and 

store fronts 
�Appearance varies from good to 

dilapidated 
�Bank, Post Office, lawyers, 

accountants, surveyors and 
architects  

�Missing appeared to be doctors, 
dentists, financial advisors, social 
service providers 

������K�������������
�Transportation—none 

�Sidewalks streets and 
benches were in good 
order and well marked 
�Street sign colour 
scheme hard to read 
�Landscape was good and 
flowers well maintained.  
Both public and municipal 

0���������������������
���"�������
�Heavy truck traffic 
travelling and high speeds 
�Not much pedestrian 
traffic nor congestion 
�No apparent facilities for 
handicapped or disabled 
people  
0�������5�������������

����7���������
�����
���2�
�River  
�Trails  
�Ball Park, Arena, Curling Club 
�Skate board park and public parks 
�Fairground 
!��"������2�
�Themes are conflicting 5  

Natural Retreat 
Saugeen River creature 
Historical banners 

L������&������������������
�Mill 
�Salmon run 
�Town Square 
�No Visitors centre nor chamber office  

������K�������������
�Excellent recreation, parks,  
�Good events for senior/mature   

�Lacking events for young adults and 
youth 

�Popular community events such as 
Beef Fest and North Canoe Day 

�Seemed to lack private or public 
entertainment options or night life.  

������������!�����"��
�Good churches well5maintained 
�Mill was kept well 
�Village Square centrepiece to the 

town 

����������
�Truck traffic added a distinct 

background noise 
�Clean, well kept community 
�People were very friendly, 

knowledgeable and courteous  
������&��
�Friendly people 
�Clean, well kept 
�Authentic historic appeal 
�Town Square 
�River 

���������������������������
�Seems as a seniors community with 

lack of young people  
�Nothing to encourage young people 

or immigrants to the Community  
�Town Square is land5locked by the 

river and buildings  
�Empty retail outlets 
�Layout of the town  
��������������
�Branding of the town 
�Encourage all merchants and 

businesses to follow the same 
theme 

�Build on the river theme  

������#�������2�����"��3��������������������������������������

����"���������������/������������%�����K�����������������"�
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S pring cleaning is always fun at 
Kids & Us! This time around, we 

came across some pretty cute pictures 
of some of our school agers who once 
were toddlers at the daycare!  

Look how much some of them 
have changed! Can you believe it? 

Pictured here from top to bottom: 
Brandon Spek, Dylan Pederson, 
Jessica Bonnett, Sadie Rahn. 

��������	����(�(�

1���,��!�������"�����

;����	�L��
H ello, all. I hope everyone had a 

fire safe winter. 
We’ve had a few manpower 

changes in the Fire Department. Last 
fall we had three firefighters resign 
and we have successfully replaced 
them. Thanks to Justin Cumming, 
who’s headed off to school, Corey 
Atkinson, who is working elsewhere 
and Kyle Hanley, also working 
elsewhere. I thank these gentlemen for 
their service to our community. It’s 
amazing to me the quality of 
applicants we’ve been receiving for 
the last few years. The 
three candidates that were 
successful in the hiring 
process are Cody Suggitt, 
Cory Brockman and Brad 
Dewys. All three come 
with a considerable 
amount of training and 
experience. We’re very 
fortunate to have new 
firefighters who are ready 
to roll! 

We are hosting a Firefighter 
Breakfast again this year. Please mark 
Saturday August 31 on your 
calendars. This has become an annual 
event. Monies raised from this event 
have been donated in the past to 
various groups around Paisley but this 
year will be used to assist with a 
special function. The Paisley Fire 
Department will celebrate 125 years 
this year. In 1888, the Albatross Hose 
Company was formed in Paisley after 
a large fire in downtown Chesley. 
There will be more details coming on 
the reunion in the following months! 

Legislation will soon be changed 
in Ontario to make sprinklers 
mandatory in all Senior Care 
facilities. There have been a number 
of significant fires in the last few 
years in these occupancies that have 

resulted in deaths. Following incidents 
of this nature, the Building Code 
changes and requirements become 
more stringent to make Ontario safer. 
The recent fire at the Dunkeld Hotel 
demonstrates how easily buildings 
built before the existence of the 
Ontario Building Code can be 
destroyed. New measures make the 
ignition and spread of fire a lesser 
possibility. 

I stress again the importance of 
working smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide alarms. I still find it 

amazing how fast a fire 
spreads and how little 
time you have to escape. 
These devices make an 
escape possible, in 
particular during sleeping 
hours. Are you willing to 
risk the lives of your 
family for the sake of an 
alarm or a battery? I 
cannot imagine how 
people feel when family 

members die due to smoke alarms 
either not installed or not maintained. 
Smoke alarms, as you know, are 
mandatory in Ontario on every storey 
and between living and sleeping areas. 
This includes basements. Ontario 
Building and Fire Codes make them 
mandatory. A homeowner can be 
fined if they are not present. CO 
alarms are required in all new 
construction and I hope someday they 
are made mandatory in all houses as 
well.  

Once again, call or email with any 
fire safety concerns. A reminder that 
burn permits are required for outdoor 
fires and any from last year must be 
renewed. 

#���"��	��
�	 ��	��������$����������
��������$����'����������

%�����������7�������

S hake off winter and welcome 
spring by visiting the Paisley 

Branch Library during April! 
�������� �������"�� 5 Canada 

Reads 2013 book is $� ����� by Lisa 
Moore. Drop in, place a hold, read the 
book, sign the sheet, it’s as easy as 1, 
2, 3. 

Paisley Friends of Library 
meeting is on Mon. April 8, 5:15pm. 
New members welcome. 

VPI Employment Services are 
visiting Mon. April 8, 12 5 1pm 

����&��� ��� ���� 7���� 5 Bruce 
County Archives staff will be at 
Chesley Branch Mon. April 8th, 11am
5 2pm, as part of Archives Week. See 
sampling of items, help identify 
photos, and bring questions about 
family/historical research. 

On Fri. April 12 the Paisley 
Branch staff will be participating in 

the Early Years program at the 
Immanuel Evangelical Missionary 
Church in Paisley, 10:30am. 

The Paisley Friends of the Library 
BBQ is Sat. April 27, 11am 5 2pm at 
the library. Get 50¢ off a hot dog or 
hamburger with your library card. 

The Bruce County Library offers 
electronic databases, eBooks, books, 
periodicals, DVDs, audio books, 
music CDs, public use computers, 
access to the Internet, business 
i nf or ma t io n, r e f e r e nc e  a nd 
information retrieval. We also offer a 
variety of adult and children’s 
programs 

For more information, call the 
Paisley Branch Library at 51953535
7225. 

.�������������	����
,�����������*��	��

������������������#���� ��������
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T here is a saying, “There is more 
than one way to skin a cat.” This 

is true for this story.  
It seems Ralphy prided himself in 

being a great outdoors person. As such 
he ate only wild game meats, fish, 
roots, nuts, fruits and vegetables 
collected from the great outdoors. 
With such a lifestyle he learned to skin 
all the wild game he caught.  

He prided himself in being able to 
skin out animals with great speed. He 
also prepared the hides properly so 
they demanded the best price when his 
furs were sold. His hard diligent work 
did not go unnoticed by his friends 
and peers. They wondered how he did 
it. There was never a knife mark or 
nick in any of his hides. 

One winter day one of his buddies 
came to see him. The tracks in the 
snow indicated that he was out in his 
garage. As he went to enter the garage 
side door he heard a compressor 
running. That’s strange, his buddy 
thought to himself. He then peered 
through the glass window in the door. 
What he saw was of interest. Instead 
of using a knife to remove the hides, 

he was using compressed air. After 
watching for several 
minutes he determined 
how Ralphy was able to 
have such clean hides. He 
took a scalpel and made a 
small hole in one corner of the 
animal. He then took a specialty 
designed tool that was attached 
to the compressor hose and 
inserted it into the small hole. The 
compressed air valve was then 
turned on and air was forced 
between the body and the skin of the 
animal. This procedure perfectly 
separated the skin from the animal. 
“So that’s how he does it,” his buddy 
said to himself. Soon all his friends 
knew his secret but not a word was 
said. Their brain sprockets were lubed 
and set to high speed. Soon a plan was 
devised. 

As I said, his work did not go 
unnoticed. The Hudson Bay Company 
holds an annual sale of furs in North 
Bay. They approached Ralphy about 
putting on a demonstration to show 
how cleanly he removed furs from 
animals. Ralphy’s pride got the better 
of him and he said he would if they 
paid him for his time and mileage. He 

made the rates so high that 
he thought they would not 

accept but they did. 
It was a set up right 
from the start. When 

Ralphy was called 
upon to do his demonstration he 
was all smiles. Everything was 

carefully prepared. A red fox 
w a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e 
demonstration. A compressor was 
readied for him. However there 

was an exception. His buddies had 
slipped in and hooked the compressor 
hose up to a tank of compressed 
helium. When Ralphy turned on the 
valve it sounded normal but as the 
helium was forced into the animal it 
started to rise. Ralphy did not notice 
the rising fox. He was caught up in the 
crowd applauding his new technique 
of hide removal. 

It wasn’t until the fox was eye 
level that Ralphy realized something 

was amiss. By the time he came to his 
senses the fox was ready to explode in 
midair. At the last second the tiny hose 
came out of the back end of the fox 
and the circus performance was on. 
The flash of red fur flying around the 
room brought rounds of applause from 
the audience. They thought it was part 
of the show. Poor Ralphy just stood 
there with a dumbfounded look on his 
face. The director shook Ralphy’s 
hand and thanked him for his display 
and handed him his remuneration 
cheque. The audience was still 
clapping when Ralphy caught the fox 
and promptly left the building. Ralphy 
was never told what went wrong and 
would have never known except for 
the fact that a month later he got a bill 
from a helium gas company in North 
Bay for a tank rental and five pounds 
of helium.  

So ends the saga of the Flying Fox 
Story. True or Not? 

� ��
�������������������� ���E�������'����
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T he Jackson Women’s Institute 
would like to invite former 

members, families, friends and 
neighbours to join them as they 
celebrate their 50th anniversary at a 
Come and Go Tea on Wednesday, 
May 8th, 2013 at the Bradley School 
from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.  

It was on May 8th, 1963 at the 
home of Mrs. Mary (Elmer) Reid that 
sixteen ladies gathered to organize the 
Jackson Women’s Institute, and pay 
their $2.00 membership dues. Over 
the years they have tried to live up to 
the W.I. standards by being generous 
in their judgments, putting their 
impulses into action and being 
friendlier than ever before. The W.I. 
Motto is Home and Country and so 
they have been generous in their 
donations to local charities over these 

years.  
As stated by Elizabeth Thomas 

when she wrote the history of the 
Branch to celebrate their 25th 
anniversary in 1988, “This is a proud 
and momentous occasion for the 
Jackson Branch of the Women’s 
Institute and it is a sincere hope that in 
another 25 years we can celebrate our 
50th anniversary.” We proudly have 
met this 50th milestone, and we know 
that all of our members since 1963 
would be proud of this anniversary, 
and we can only hope that the Jackson 
Women’s Institute will endure for 
many more years! 

Drop by and visit the ladies for a 
cup of tea on May 8th, and share some 
memories on their 50th anniversary! 

�
����	��#������

!�����=��������&�������

E�*����1����,��K����������
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W e got the call January 3rd.  The 
surgery was January 15th.  We 

knew it would be on short notice but 
we were still exhausted from 
Christmas. This year we had more 
irritations than ever and we were 
looking forward to a month of 
nothingness.  Bruce winters for us 
mean peace and quiet. We can’t get 
out and no one can get in.  Perfect. 

Liz intentionally asked for the 
winter months for surgery knowing 
our life would be slowed down 
enough to focus what “kneeded” to be 
done.  The surgery was the easy part, 
the rehabilitation tough.  Tougher than 
we ever thought, and in more ways 
than one. 

First, I am driven and Liz is laid 
back, so we had to come to common 
ground over exercising the new knee.  
We called Liz’s older sister in to 
“mediate” for the first few weeks.  
She’s a great nurse, a wonderful 
friend and an outstanding cook. I 
shovelled snow, brought in firewood, 
bought groceries (thanks to Candace 
for the comic relief), kept up with the 
laundry, tended the cats, and made 
trips to the liquor store.  There was 
absolutely no point in cleaning the 
house.  It was impossible to keep up. 
(Everything needed to be within arm’s 
reach.) 

All was well until Liz’s sister left.  
Now I had double duty.  Within the 
first few days, I ditched the car during 
a winter storm out by Burgoyne.  I 
walked to the nearest farmer. 
Remember how they always helped 
anyone in trouble?  Not any more.  
Liability has become a huge issue 
(when did that happen?). Thanks, 
though, to an ex5neighbour and a 
bunch of young Mennonite women I 
arrived home a couple of hours later 
only to find Liz in “dire straits!!! 

Now I know I can’t leave home.  
From gym rat and girl about town, I 
am now housebound.  At least until 
spring. Liz is sleeping a great deal 
thanks to medication every four hours 
around the clock.  In between, we ice 
the knee and complete a set of 
physiotherapy exercises 3 times a day.  
They change frequently as her 

progress is measured.  Everything 
must be recorded to keep track (we’re 
getting old and our memorys are bad). 

I have had to learn to cook 
(somewhat) and nurse a human being 
(I’ve only tended to myself). I have 
attempted old sedentary activities I 
use to find easy, and noticed I’m not 
as smart as I used to be.  I have added 

more than a few extra pounds and 
look a little defeated by it all. It has 
been hard to stay motivated when the 
progress has been so slow.  But we are 
plodding along. 

The snow fort was in production 
over the entire winter.  I could get out 
without going too far for short periods 
of time throughout the day.  Liz loved 
hearing about its progress and 
watched it grow (and shrink) out the 
window.  Once or twice she made it 
out to take a look.  It became a 
“collaborative distraction” for us and 
an emotional beacon for those who 
know us.  (Not to mention a delight 
for the school kids, dog walkers and 
most people who live on Victoria 
Street).  We named it “Fort Victoria”. 

Spring is here.  The fort is long 
gone and we’re still in physio.  Our 
life is “somewhat” back to normal but 
only in small amounts.  We have 
refocused ourselves on a wine cork 
fence in the yard next to the barbecue.  
Before long Liz will be able to do 
physio in our pool erected by a friend 
for the sold purpose of rehab.  They 
say it takes a year before you really 
know how it turns out.  We’ll see how 
it goes….. 

������	���
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L awn Bowling is a sport for all 
ages. The Paisley Lawn Bowling 

Club is located at Victoria St. North 
and boasts ten of the best greens in 
the area. 

All you need to get started is a 
pair of flat soled shoes and a couple 
of hours of your time.  It makes for a 
nice summer evening of socializing 
and exercise. 

We've found the best way for new 
people to know if they would like the 
game is to try it. To start you out we 
will make a meeting date at our club 
greens where you can give it a try. 

We'll lend you the necessary 
equipment. Lawn Bowling is played 
with a special bowl that is contoured 
so it won't run in a straight line. Our 
club has extra sets of bowls to lend to 
new bowlers. 

The club plays on Monday & 
Tuesday evenings and the greens are 
available to club members for  
anytime you wish to practice. In past 
years we have been joining with other 
clubs for fun nights two or three times 
each year. 

Depending on the weather, 
bowling runs from mid May to the 
end of September. 

 Lawn Bowling has been traced 
back to the 13th century.  The world's 
oldest surviving bowling green is the 
Southampton Old Bowling Green in 
England, which was first used in 
1299.  

Lawn Bowling has been present 
in our village since 1910.  Your 
support of the Paisley Lawn Bowling 
Club will help continue its longevity 
in our community. 

 For more information, contact 
club president Brian Beech at 3535
5937. 

T he Paisley Branch of the Bruce 
County Library is looking for a 

new home.  
Recently, concerns has been raised 

that relocating the library to an 
������� occupied municipal building 
would mean ���������
 the current 
resident. I contacted  Ann McArthur, 
the Manager of Parks, Recreation & 
Facilities for the Municipality of 
Arran5Elderslie on March 26th to 
clarify the situation. Here is her 
response. 

———♦——— 
H6� Why is a new location for the 
Library being considered? 
�6The Library has requested the 
Municipality consider a new location 
as they are requesting a larger space to 
operate from. The current site has site 
restrictions under the Saugeen Valley 
Conservation Authority that will not 
permit expansion.  
H6What new locations are being 
looked at? 
�6The municipality is exploring 
various site locations as potential 
options for a new library location. 
These are facility sites that are 
currently owned by the municipality 
and are not operating at capacity. I am 

looking for opportunities where two 
functions could potentially co5exist 
and partner together and potentially 
create some efficiencies for the 
municipality. The municipality has 
many facilities with very limited use 
and it is hopeful that a combined use 
may ensure the future of these 
facilities. There are many factors to 
consider before any sites are 
considered feasible. I am simply 
wanting to explore all the options and 
provide Council with as much 
information as possible, in order that 
an informed decision is made that 
works best for the Village of Paisley. 
All three sites would require a 
collaborative effort on part of the 
group, the municipality and the library 
to ensure everyone needs and opinions 
considered and included where 
possible. I recognize that this matter is 
a very delicate issue and all parties 
will have to be willing to consider the 
bigger picture for any options to be 
successful. Council may very well 
decide to invest some capital funds 
into the current site.  

The three sites being considered 
include: 
1. The Old Town Hall (Paisley 

Legion) 
2. The Treasure Chest Museum 
3. The Old Legion Room, Paisley 

Community Centre. 
4. Remain in the current location  
H6� What is the time frame for the 
process – when are you looking to 
make a selection, when is the actual 
move planned? 
�6� I expect this process to take some 
time and I have not established any 
parameters …. I don’t believe anyone 
wants to rush the decision and all 
parties wish to ensure any future 
partnerships are viable. There are 
many factors to consider in this 
decision and potentially some public 
consultation on the matter before any 
decision is made. Council will be 
undertaking some site visits in April.  
From that, there will be lots of 
questions and issues to be addressed. 
Council may not support any of the 

proposed three sites. Until such time 
as Council has had an opportunity to 
explore the options and have some 
preliminary discussions, it would be 
very premature to set any time frames. 
I wish to be very clear that Council 
has not had any discussions to date on 
this matter.  

———♦——— 
Perhaps the residents of Paisley 

could suggest a few alternate locations 
for the library 5 how about the Old 
Fire Hall/Hose Tower right on the 
town square? It’s municipally owned 
and 100% vacant and at the same time 
could include the much5needed �	&��
�	&� public washrooms. Or, maybe 
space could be rented from Paisley 
Central School? What are your 
suggestions? 
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I n the Hollywood Forever Cemetery 
you’ll find Mel Blanc’s gravestone 

with its famous epitaph: “THAT’S 
ALL FOLKS.” 

Join us in a competition as we 
search Bruce County Cemeteries for  
our unusua l t ombstones. The 
categories are: 

 

�� The most distinctive or bizarre 
stone 

�� The most outlandish, 
colourful, romantic or 
poignant epitaph 

�� The most famous 
person 

�� A relatively unknown 
character who made a 
mark on the outside 
world 

�� An epitaph known to 
be chosen by the 
person before death 

�� The stone or epitaph 
most detailed about the 
person’s life 

�� The stone or epitaph most 
descriptive of the person’s 
occupation 

�� The tombstone naming the most 
family members 

 

One prize of a one year membership 
or renewal will be awarded for each 
category. Only entries taken from 
Bruce County cemetery stones 

qualify. You are welcome to include a 
photo with the descriptive essay of 
your findings. Send entries to: 
#	� ��	����������
��3456���
#��� ������ �	����� ������	
�����
�	������7����8���
�	9�54:6���	���(�
����;1��
14.�3�4��
or t o the web s ite : http://
w w w . r o ot s w e b. c o m/ ~o n bc gs 
Members of the current executive of 

BCGS are not eligible to participate. 
The contest runs from March 1st,  
2013 to September 15th, 2013. All 
entries become the property of BCGS. 
Winners will be announced at the 
Annual General meeting, November 
25, 2013 and results will be posted on 
the web site as well as in the 
newsletter.           ���������� 	������
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S pring has arrived and with it 
thoughts of “newer clothes” 

which sometimes can be handed down 
from generation to generation or child 
to child.  No matter what, it is always 
nice to have “new outfits.”   

It used to be you would have an 
outfit for school, one for special 
occasions and another to do chores or 
play in.  Many clothes were made by 
Mom after she had done many 
household chores as well. Years ago, 
flour  came in cloth sacks. Recycling 
was popular way back then as shirts, 
aprons, and skirts were made from the 
sacks.  At the Treasure Chest Museum 
we have a quilt made from flour sacks 
by the late Eva McKelvey for the 
Williscroft Women’s Institute (and the 
lucky winner was the late Joy 
Patterson). 

The Bruce County Gazetteer and 
Business Directory for 188051881 
shows the following tailors and 
seamstresses: Minto Franklin5
dressmaker; Richard Harkness5tailor; 
Dennis Murphy5tailor; Mrs. Annie 
Powell5milliner and dressmaker; 
William Quayle5tailor; Miss Esther J. 
Stevens5dressmaker.  It has an ad for 
Steele and MacKey who were general 
merchants of dry goods, clothing, 
caps, and hats, as well as groceries. 
This store was located at the corner of 
Church and Queen Street. 

At the Museum we are fortunate 
to have articles of clothing from the 
late 1800’s up to the 1980’s.   

At present we have on display a 
lovely 2 piece wedding gown made by 
Jane “Jennie” Clark for her marriage 
to Gemmill Hood on December 28, 
1896. At our Fashion Show in 2009,  a 
proud great5, great– granddaughter, 
Lincoln Hood wore this bronze satin 
gown with a fitted bone jacket, leg5o5
mutton sleeves and beaded detail at 
the front and on the collar with a very 
full and lined skirt with a slight train. 
Her “Groom” was Sarah Stewart  
wearing Gemmill Hood’s suit.  The 

swallowtail jacket has sleeves  with 
quite full rib trimmed cuffs, and rib 
trims the collar as well.  This couple 
spent their married life on the farm 
where Jairus and Becky Maus now 
live on the Elora Road South in 
Ellengowan. 

The children’s clothing dates back 
to the same era, as well the 1930’s and 

1940’s.  Can you imagine a little 
boy today wearing a two piece 
black velvet outfit? Well, we have 
one such outfit that was worn by a 
little boy of the village and made 
by  his mother, Maud Cumming. 
   Also there are christening gowns 
made of fine cotton and lace along 
with the slips to match, along with 
other children’s apparel. 

———♦——— 
    With this theme of Spring and 
new outfits, the Museum is again 
hosting Fashion Historian Wendy 
Tomlinson.  Her first presentation 
is “Something Old, Something 
New: Brides Through the 
Decades”. Considered the pinnacle 
of fashion design, examine the 
iconic wedding dress from the 
beginning of the last century to 
today. This will be held 
Wednesday, April 24 at the 
Museum at 1:30 pm and cost is 
$ 7 . 0 0  w h ic h  i n c l u d e s 
refreshments. 
    Her second presentations is 
“Dressing Up Baby : The History 
of Children’s Attire”. Children’s 
clothing has evolved from being 
miniature copies of adult clothes 
to the billion dollar industry it is 

today. This will be held Wednesday, 
May 1st  at the Museum at 1:30 pm 
and cost is $7.00 which includes 
refreshments. 

———♦——— 
The Friends of the Museum are 

also pleased to be Hosting the 
Networking Museums Group Meeting  
of Bruce, Grey , Dufferin and Simcoe 

Counties at the Museum on April 8.   
In June along with the Bruce County 
Genealogy Society and The Bruce 
County Museum and Culture Centre, 
the Museum will be part of the Tour 
called $	�
	����� %�*��� 0���.���	���	��
����(���������������	�������������,���. 

Lots of exciting things will be 
happening at your local museum this 
spring.  Give us a call at 519535357176 
and arrange a tour or a visit.   We will 
be opening in May for the season.  
Welcome to SPRING and THE 
TREASURE CHEST MUSEUM. 

���������	��
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T he Treasure Chest Museum is 
happy to announce that many 

original copies of the Paisley 
Advocates dating back to the 1870’s 
have returned to Paisley. As 
publishers changed over the years, 
these papers left Paisley for Chesley, 
then to Port Elgin and now have been 
returned to us.  

We thank Kiera Merriam of the 
Shoreline Beacon for thinking of us. 
A big thank you also goes to Craig 
Budreau and Eldon MacKinnon for 
going to Port Elgin on a stormy day to 
load and unload these papers. So if 
you are searching for articles of 
interest, give us a call at 51953535
7176 to see this wonderful addition to 
the Museum.  

����������$�������	������#��������

�������������

)������!���������������"����� �"����

M�"����������,��/�����"������4�



Page 12     The Paisley Advocate    April  2013 

 

W hile the spacious and special Cargill Community 

Centre, hereinafter referred to as the CCC played 
the role of The Sleeping Giant from the time old  Saint 
Nicholas left the building on the first Sunday of 

December until mid5March, her little sister in the nearby 
hamlet of Chepstow chugged merrily along like The Little  
Engine That Could. 

From December to  the veritable Ides of March  the 

Chepstow Community Hall, hereinafter referred to as the 
CCH, was host to numerous family Christmas gatherings 
and six amazing Wing Nights. The Wing Nights, 

sponsored by the Chepstow Lions and the Saugeen 
Snowmobile Club drew snow sledders and friends from 
miles around to enjoy the camaraderie and arguably the 

best tasting wings in twenty two counties, including 
Hald imand and Brant. Hundreds of succulent chicken 
wings were served with French fries on each of these 

nights. On the final Wing soiree, the discerning diners 

who filled the CCH consumed 4,482 of these delectable 
chicken appendages, a record for the three years of 
Chepstow Wing Nights 

As well, on the evening of Friday, March 22, the 
Chepstow Lions held an innovative Craft Beer Night. 
This night featured local beers brewed by craft breweries 
in Grey and Wellington Counties. A goodly crowd was on 

hand to savour these local lagers and ales and to partake 
of peanuts, pretzels and Bruce County Beef on a Bun. 

The evening began at 7:30 pm and the hall quickly  

filled with a mot ley crew of fo lks from Brockton and 
beyond. The lively banter filled the warm and welcoming 
hall while o ld friends met and palavered over pints of 

pilsner and other golden nectars of the gods. 
A presentation was made by Charles MacLean, 

owner of the Normanby Brewery. He d iscussed the finer 

points of proper brewing of beer. His interesting 

presentation was well received by the crowd that was 
virtually all ears during h is talk. 

Following this part of the program, the av id guests 

then partook of the tasting of several of the craft beers 
highlighted this night. The crowd favourite appeared to be 
the Chepstow Mill Pond Ale, probably due more to the 
name than the taste. It is a fine name for this ale but the 

Chepstow Mill Pond to this writer will always be the 
Mullin5O’Hagan Pond. I wonder how many in  the 
gathering other than affable village matron Margaret  

Mullin actually  realized that the earliest owner of this mill 
pond was Henry Cargill.  I digress. 

Returning to the topic of the CCH, this lively  

community gathering place is about to become twice its 
present size. The hall built about eight years ago has 
outgrown its present dimensions. Beginning as soon as 

the ground frost is gone the east end wall of the structure 
will be de5constructed.  (This wall was built in a manner 
that it could be dismantled  for future expansion and then 

reconstructed as the last step in the expansion.  The Lions 
hope to have the expanded hall opened by June in time for 
the many scheduled summer events there. 

The ext ra room was needed at the CCH as events 
such as the prestigious Big  Buck Night were jamming  the 
present facilities. Now, the Hall will be ab le to host larger 

functions that will help fill a need in the area. Both the 
CCC and the CCH complement one another and do not 
compete for events. Both the Cargill and Chepstow 

centres will now each have a capacity fo r d ifferent sized 
events. 

It was with deep sadness and heavy hearts that area 

residents learned of the destruction by fire of the 
landmark Dunkeld Tavern. Th is landmark, build in 1868, 
before the birth of our country, was a virtual second home 

to all who were native to Brockton and area.  Native sons 
and daughters will remember attending birthday parties, 
anniversaries or Christmas gatherings. Others will 

remember attending meetings at this venerable landmark. 
Others will remember meeting their future husband or 
wife at The Dunkeld. Most local citizens will always 

warmly reminisce of the delicious Sunday Brunches and 
other fabulous meals they enjoyed in this warm and 
inviting inn. Most of all, those who spent any amount of 

time at The Dunkeld will have fond memories of the 
Costie family. Jim and Joanne and Don and Kay  had no 
equals when it came to the local hospitality industry from 

the era of the 1970’s into the 21st Century. They had a 
knack of treating all who entered their doors as family  
first and as friends secondly and thirdly, as clientele. 

Condolences go out to Jim and Joanne on the loss of 
their h istoric tavern. The build ing may  be gone, but its 
memory will ever remain in the hearts of the native sons 

and daughters of The Bruce. 
In closing, dear readers a quote, from Harry  S 

Truman, “My choice early in life was either a p iano 

player in a whore house or a polit ician. And to tell the 
truth, there’s hardly any difference."  

������������
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F irst and foremost, I would like to 
thank Karen Kimpel for chairing 

the Maple Syrup Fest activities. It was 
good to see so many of the business 
owners participate in the passports this 
year. Thank5you. The kick5off was on 
Maple Syrup Fest weekend, but you 
can win prizes all month ending on 
April 30. Please go to our Village of 
Paisley Facebook page to learn more. 
Also a big thanks goes to the 
Beautification Committee for being 
the wind under Karen’s wings. The 
bridge and all the passport leaves look 
beautiful. What would Paisley be 
without you? The Beautification 
Committee is part of the Ratepayers 
Association. If anyone would like to 
help with the beautification of our 
village, you could talk to Mary Gail 
Johnston (mgj@eastlink.com).  

The First Impression team from 
Coldwater came on March 18. Thanks 
to Dan Kerr, Paul Eagleson and Doug 
Bell  sat in on the presentation. Thanks 
to the six community volunteers 
(Wendy Liddle, Melissa KanMacher, 
Lewis Coffman, Alicia Mariano, Mary 
Gail Johnston and Peter Steinaker) 

who donated many hours to this 
project. You can find more about the 
presentation on page 9. 

The downtown washrooms are 
one of the top items that we are 
discussing out of the BR&E surveys. 
We proposed to the municipality that 
we could make an outside entrance at 
the arena for the downtown location. 
This is a municipal building and could 
be maintained by municipal staff. 
There is plenty of parking there that 
would not block traffic for our 
valuable businesses. The municipality  
responded to our request, offering a 
variety of reasons why it would not 
work at this time. They have 
suggested that we go back to last 
year’s plan and work out an agreement 
with Simply Delish and Gibby’s Grub. 
We look forward to a follow up of that 
proposal. The Farmer’s Market will  
provide us with a larger (than last 
year) portable washroom behind the 
OPP office/LCBO from Victoria Day 
to Thanksgiving Weekend this year. 

After much discussion, many 
volunteer hours and six public 
meetings regarding the Spruce the 

Bruce program, ��*��� has been 
chosen as Paisley’s primary brand and 
.�����
� will be our  sub5brand. Jack 
Van Dorp from Spruce the Bruce was 
well received at the municipal meeting 
on Monday, March 25. At that 
meeting he explained the branding 
process as mentioned above and 
explained that we need support in the 
form of an active paid municipal 
employee on our team. Many thanks 
to Mayor Paul Eagleson who voiced 
the desire to support us in this. Jack 
would love to work with groups in 
Chesley and Tara as well, as soon as 
they are ready. 

We appreciate all the activity on 
our Village of Paisley Facebook page 
and encourage even more to get 
involved. Please continue to endorse 
your favourite stores. You are 
welcome to post pictures and stories 
on there about the things you love in 
the village. This page is designed to 
educate us about the fun things to see 
and do here. Recently some posts have 
become quite political and we are 
concerned that this will detract from 
the marketing perspective that the 

page was intended to have. Because 
we feel that this political talk is very 
important, we have created another 
pa ge ca lle d Ar ra n E lde rs lie 
Conversation Forum: AEIOU meaning 
A rra n E lder s lie  I nf or ma t ion, 
Observation and Understanding.  On 
this page we will bring up local 
concerns and save the village page for 
marketing.  

Here is your reminder to  “like” all 
the business Facebook pages in the 
village and really help spread the word 
about this amazing place with your 
friends. To get more information about 
Paisley, go to www.paisleyvillage.ca 
and give us your email. All posts will 
go directly to your email.  

Welcome to a  new business, �	<��
������� located� where Daydream 
Believers was. Joanna Pengelly will be 
selling quality used items. She will be 
open from 1—4pm, 7 days a week. 
You are welcome to discuss any of 
your consignment items with her. 

Have a great month!   
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A fter a solid week of snow, the 
clouds parted and the sun shone 

for the Saugeen Valley Conservation 
Authority’s Old5Tyme Maple Syrup 
Festival at the Saugeen Bluffs on 
March 23rd & 24th.  

“Attendance was great—7,000 
people! We were very pleased, said 
SVCA’s Shannon Wood. “The 
Kinsmen went through 450 lbs of 
syrup and 850 lbs of sausage! That’s a 
lot of sausage!” 

And, after you’d filled up on 
pancakes and sausages,  there was still 
plenty to see (and eat) elsewhere on 
the grounds.  

The photos, from the top, left to 
right: hand5made donuts fried over an 
open fire, the R & R Pet Paradise 
Agility demos, the Grey Bruce Tree 
Workers (who are never afraid to go 
out on a limb), bannock cooked on a 
stick, Dr. Quimby taking a rest from 
his magical Medicine Show, Frontier 
Popcorn, the very popular rope 

making demonstration by the Bruce 
County Heritage Association, and one 
small (questionable) animal being 

cooked over a fire in the historical 
reenactment area. 

����
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������ 	� $������ ������� at Knox 
United Church, Paisley on Sunday 
April 7. Continuous seating from 5:00 
5 7:00 pm. Tickets are $15 for Adults; 
Children (6 5 10 years) 5 $8, Children 
(5 & under) 5 Free. Tickets available 
from Lloyd Holbrook @ 35355786 & 
Wayne Bryce @ 35355460. 

���4� 9� 5 Unlock the Mysteries of 
Your Family Tree. Find out at the 

%������ !������� 	� -������"��
1��*����� presented by the Bruce 
County Genealogical Society at the 
Bruce County Museum & Cultural 
Centre. For more information join us 
on Tuesday, April 9 at 7pm for a 
FREE Introduction to Family History 
at the BCM&CC. Contact Sue 
Schlorff 519579752080 / 1586653185
8889 x129 to register. The program 
runs 7 Weeks: April 16 5 May 28, 
Tuesdays, 7pm 5 9pm. $75.00. Pre5
registration required. 

���4� ��� � 5 Public meeting of 
)�&��� ��������� plot owners and 
interested person to be held at the 
home of Mary & Sharon Teeple April 
11, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. Please note 
change in date and time. 

���4� �F� 5 Come to a ���*������

�/������� meeting Tuesday, April 
16th,2013 from 153pm at Tenth St. in 
Hanover, at Valley View Terrace in 
Recreation Room 101 For a ride call 
519535355649 

���4� �F� 5 �������/� $���������

������� -������� #�����"� � Tuesday, 

April 16th,  2013 starting at 7:30 pm. 
Chepstow Community Hall.  This 
meeting is open to the general public. 

���4� �G� 5 Fashion Historian, 
Wendy Tomlinson will present 
“$�������"� ��� � $�������"� .�/6�

'������ 0����"�� ���� 
�����” at the 
T reas ure C hes t Muse um on 
Wednesday, April 24, 2013 at 1:30 
pm . Cost: $7.00, Will include light 
refreshments. Come and Enjoy 

���4� �I� 5 Paisley Friends Of The 
Library are sponsoring a ''H� ��� ����
)������ from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

#��� �� 5 Wendy Tomlinson will 
be returning to  the Treasure Chest 
Museum  to present “
������"� L��

'���6� 0��� !������� ��� ��������,��
������” on Wednesday, May 1,2013 
at 1:30 pm. Cost: $7.00,  Will include 
light refreshments. Come and Enjoy 

#��� <� 5 E�*���� 1����C��

K��������  invites former members, 
families, friends and neighbours at a 
Come & Go Tea for their 50th 
anniversary 2 54 p.m.. Drop by for a 
cup of tea and share memories of 50 
years! 

#��� ��� 5 Township of Bruce 
Historical Society annual meeting/
beef dinner on Friday May 31 at the 
Underwood Community Centref, the 
theme, “Trees – Any Branch”. The 
dinner starts at 6 pm. The doors will 
open at 5:30 for viewing of the 
displays. You are all invited. 

 
�����
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� ���!�
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'���� ������� -������"����
$������ meetings are held in the 
Bruce County Museum & Cultural 
Centre generally the second Monday 
of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the 
winter and 7:00 p.m. April through 
October.  

Starting in October, Seniors  play 
$����������� upstairs at the arena, 
Monday at 1pm and �������'�/���", 
upstairs at the arena, Tuesday at 1pm 

)�"���� 5����� .�"���  5 every 
Monday from the Monday after 
Labour Day to end of May at 7:15 pm 
sharp at the Paisley Legion. Everyone 
welcome. 

$������� ������� '���*� ��� ����
)�"�����very Monday from 10:00 am 
to 11:30 am 

�������� 	� 
���4� �������� ���
�������� meets the 1st & 3rd 
Thursdays of the month at 7:30 pm in 
the old Council Chambers (in the 
basement) at the Legion�

�������� !�������� ��@�������
meets the 2nd Tuesday of every 
month at 1:30 pm in the common 
room of the Cormack Terrace 
apartments. 

��������7���������� meets every 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.   

�������� -����� ��� ���������
���������  meets every Tuesday at 
the United Church at 8:00 p.m.  

$�������-�����������������/����
���*�����C��are held the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month in Kincardine, the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month in Hanover. 
Everyone welcome. For more 
information call (519) 65259437.  

%���������� ������� '���*� – this 
ministry for ladies runs on the third 
Tuesday of every month from 9:30 – 
11:30 a.m. at Immanuel Missionary 
Church  

$�����,�� ==N� )������� � 5 runs 
on the last Tuesday of every month 
starting at 12 noon at Immanuel 
Missionary Church  

��������������� ������ meets on 

Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 
9:00 at Knox United Church. New 
choristers, women and men from high 
school age and better, are always 
welcome. Please call Helen Crysler at 
519535354017 for more information. 

���*����� resumes at Scone on 
Apr.3 and continues 3rd Wed. of each 
month until December. Starts at 7:30 
PM. "Come for the fun of it" and 
bring a friend. More info, call Clare 
@ 519593451351 

Regular )�"���� #�����"� is held�
on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 
Executive meets at 6:30 pm, General 
Membership at 7 pm. No meeting 
July or August. Legion Bar Hours: 
Thurs. 358pm / Friday 3511pm / Sat 35
8pm  

��:������� $������ ��� -����
'���� ����"�&��� $������� -�����
Elgin Lodge Retirement Home 
(Chapel),  551 Mary St. Port Elgin,  
1st Tuesday of every month. For info 
& other locations, call 519537657230 
or 15800526559013  

� 1�. �� ; ��� � � ���� a t 
Immanuel Missionary Church starts 
on Wed. September 28th, 2011 5 for 
more info please contact: Immanuel 
EM Church (519) 35355270 or 
AWANA Commander: Dan McCaw 
(519) 36356842 

�������� ���� 
������� ;������ 
meet 1st and 3rd Thursday each month.  

 )�"���� )��������@. meeting 1st 
Thursday each month 7 pm. 

�������������������

0�������������&������

is published by ����$���
��%�&��������'���(������'���������

�55���������������2����0������������������������	��������	������	���������	�
'���� ����

�9�� copies are distributed $����	������
� to Paisley and its Rural Routes, 

R.R. 1 & 2 Dobbinton, R.R. 2 & 3 Chesley, R.R. 1 & 2 Cargill, & in stores 
in the Paisley Area  or by Paid Subscription $26.00 (includes GST) per year.  

Editor: Craig Budreau; Co5editor: Mary Ellen Budreau; Proofreading: 
Jennifer Speckhard, Writers: Diane Eaton, Sandra Blodgett, Melissa 

Kanmacher; Advertising: Jen Harris.       

0�������������&���� �
�4��4�'�@�=I9 �������� ��.4��.�-��.�,  

=�9��=��=I�I�(Craig), or email: ��&����J����4�� 

For Advertising email (Jen) design@keylimecreative.ca 
)
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#����������������
2K��������5&��"�����3 
307 Balaklava St. Paisley 

35355270 
immanuelemc@bmts.com 

Rev. Tony Geense 
Service: ��6����� 

��  Sunday School every Sunday 
morning starting at 9:30 a.m. – 
classes for all ages  

�� Worship Services begin at 10:30 
a.m. every Sunday Morning 

�� There will be a Junior Church 
ministry provided for children 
ages 1 – 5 yrs. during the 
Worship Service  

�� Prayer Meeting 6:30 p.m. Sunday 
Evenings  

L������������

399 Goldie St.  Paisley 
35355278 

knoxunited@bmts.com 
twitter.com/Knoxunited 

 

Rev. Tim Reaburn  

Worship Service at 10:45 a.m. with 
Sunday School during service.   

 

Sanctuary is wheelchair accessible. 

'��������������
288 Church Street, Paisley 

Lay Pastors 
Service:  Sunday���6�������

with Sunday School  
during service 

www.paisleybaptist.org 

��"�����������
20������������������������3 
Now gathering at Knox United 

Church, on Goldie St. in Paisley  
Sunday mornings 9:30 am  

except Joint Services the 1st Sunday 
of the month see ��
������0�����0
��������� �	
��	��	��for details 

Rev. Carrie Irwin 

�������������������
21������������$�4�����C���

�������������"�3�

1����������6�
260 Queen St. S, Paisley 

Sunday morning worship 10:00 am 
with Sunday School & Nursery 

$�4�����C�6 CR # 15, Glammis 
Sunday morning worship 11:30 am 

with Sunday School 
westminster.stpaul@bmts.com 
Rev. Shelly Butterfield5Kocis  

519535356020 

���������������
The Royal Canadian Legion Paisley 
Branch 295 7������ �� �����������
!���� (upstairs) Great for parties 
of  100 people or less. Bartender 
provided. For information and 
bookings please call Dorothy Smibert 
519535354155. or the Legion at 5195
35355444 during Open Hours  



The Paisley Advocate      April  2013    Page 15   

 

�����������

1���� �#������

2����)�����3�

P assed away peacefully at 
Wiarton Hospital on Sunday, 

March 3, 2013.  Marie Wolfe of 
Paisley at the age of 84.   

Beloved wife of the late Floyd 
Wolfe. Loving mother of Cheryl 
(Bob) Thomson of Paisley, Brad 
Leifso of Medicine Hat, Alberta and 
Terry (Sylvia) Leifso of Oakville.  
Also survived by grandchildren 
Tracy (Jason), RJ (Mark), Barry 
(Andrea), Kimmy (Bob), Tammy and 
Brock, 7 great5grandchildren and 
sister Mildred (Charlie) Martin.   

Cremation has taken place.  A 
private family gathering will be held 
in the spring.   

Memorial donations to the 
Diabetes Association or the Canadian 
C a nc e r Soc ie ty w ou ld be 
appreciated.   

Arrangements entrusted to Grey 
Bruce Cremation and Burial Services 
519537158507. 

��������� �#��"�������������
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J oy passed away peacefully in 
her 87th year at Chesley District 

Hospital surrounded by her family.   
Survived by her husband Sid 

Patterson of Paisley, sons Leonard 
(Carole) Patterson of Mississauga, 
Marshall (Glenis Vardy) Patterson 
of Kincardine, Andy (Karen) 
Patterson of Kitchener and 
daughter Pam (Bob) Wettlaufer of 
Cambridge. Dear grandmother to 
Chad (Rebecca) Wettlaufer of 
Ottawa, Tony (Maria) Wettlaufer 
of Elora, Steven Patterson of 
Thorold, Ben (Lindsay) Patterson 
of Burlington, Tegan Patterson and 
Brieanne Patterson of Kitchener 
and two great grandchildren.   

Cremation has taken place and 
a memorial service was held at 
Knox United Church, Paisley on 
Sunday, March 17th.   

Memorial donations to the 
Chesley & District Health Services 
Foundation would be appreciated 
by the family. 

�������E���������%���������

A manda Johnstone Fullerton 
(January 22, 1929 – February 

19, 2013) of Kincardine, and 
formerly of Walkerton, passed 
away peacefully at Pinecrest 
Manor in Lucknow on Tuesday, 
February 19, 2013. 

Missed greatly by her beloved 
husband Jack of 65 years, by her 
sons  Brian (Lo lly), David 
(Marrie) and John, by her 
grandchildren Andrew (Melissa), 
Nick, Sarah (Shaun Grant), 
Meaghan, Miranda, Brianna, 
Olivia and Kevin, and by her great 
g r a n d c h i l d  M a y a . 
Daughter of JP Johnstone and 
Nellie Reid. Survived by her sisters 
Marguer ite Fischer5Seip and 
Bette Knox and her sister5in5 law 
S h i r l e y  J o h n s t o n e .  
She was predeceased by her 
brother Jack Johnstone and 
grandson Jody Fullerton. 

A  M e mo r ia l  S e r v ic e 
celebrating Amandaʼs life was held 
on Saturday, February 23, 2013 at 
2 
p.m. at Knox Presbyterian Church 
in Walkerton. Rev. Wayne 
Maddox officiating. Reception 
followed at the Hartley House in 
Walkerton. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations can be made through 
Cameron F unera l Home in 
Walkerton to Foundation SOS5
RIZ. 

J im Ba in passed  away 
peacefully on March 20, 2013. 

Jim was born in the Paisley area in 
1928, the third of 4 children, the 
son of Alexander and Hazel Bain.  

He spent most of his life on the 
family farm near Paisley with his 
loving wife, Phyllis of 59 
years.  For many years Jim was 
part of a band called the 
Ellengowan Ramblers who played 
in the area. Jim is survived by his 
two sons Larry, Don and his wife 
Helen, and his two grandchildren 
Brian and Heather. He is also 
survived by his sister Marilyn 
Henderson, his sister5in5 law Betty 
Bain, sister and brother5in5law 
Marj and Garney Campbell, 
brother5 in5 law John Webb, and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 
Jim is predeceased by his wife 
Phyllis, his sister Eleanor and  her 
husband Jack Morrish, and brother 
Jack Bain .   

Friends were received at the 
Paisley Chapel of the T.A. Brown 
Funeral Home, March 25th, 2013. 
The funeral service was held at 
Knox United Church, Paisley, on 
Tuesday with the Rev. Tim 
Reaburn officiating. 

Spring interment to take place 
in Douglas Hill Cemetery. 

Memorial donations to Paisley 
Pastoral Charge United Church or 
charity of your choice would be 
appreciated by the family as 
expressions of sympathy. 

E�����)������'�����
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“Somewhere I have never travelled” 

(�(�������
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T hank you to everyone who 
attended our March 22nd lunch 

and to those who so generously 
donate d the f ood a nd w ho 
volunteered their time to serve our 
guests. We in Paisley are so blessed 
to have caring people. 

Joe Schmidt of Walkerton won 
the draw for our beautiful blue nine 
patch quilt. Our 2014 quilt can be 
seen in the waiting room of the 
Walkerton Hospital emergency 
department. 

Again, thank you for all your 
support.  

�����!�����
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I n 1892 Samuel Ballachey was 
invited by John Claxton to join him 

in the mercantile business on the main 
street of Paisley. The building where 
these two enterprising, young men 
(both in their early forties) began their 
partnership was built in 1861 by 
Thomas Orchard  (brother of Simon 
Orchard, the first settler in Paisley) to 
accommodate his rapidly expanding 
business. Located on the corner of 
Queen and Water Street it was the first 
brick building in Paisley.  The bricks 
were made out of the banks of the 
Teeswater River above Fisher's dam 
and W.C. Anstead, a pioneer brick 
maker was the builder. The carpentry 
work was done by Mr. Irving Sr. and 
John Fulhoon did the masonry work.   
Today the building is  part of  
Thompson Bros. Furniture and 
compares favourably with more recent 
structures in appearance and stability, 
and looks as though it will survive for 
many years to come. 

John Claxton had been in the 
general store business in Paisley from 
his youth. Samuel Ballachey for the 
past sixteen years had been clearing 
land and establishing a “model farm” 
one mile east of Paisley, as the crow 
flies.  In this partnership John was the 
general manager and buyer and 
Samuel took charge of the books and 
finances. After six successful years, 
the two men agreed to dissolve the 
partnership and in January 1898 
Samuel Ballachey, by now a widower, 
became the sole owner. 

The building they purchased was 
one5and5a5half storeys high with a 
barn roof and had a stone warehouse 
built by Thomas Orchard in 1864.  As 
soon as Samuel got established and 
felt he could risk the expense, he 
renovated. He raised the roof to three 
full storeys with a flat roof. The 
second floor became the dressmaking 
department. The upper floor was made 
into living quarters where Samuel and 
his second wife lived until he built 
a house on the corner of Inkerman 
and Albert Street. He also 
cemented the basement floor with 
proper cement steps leading down 
to it from the warehouse. 

 Later when Sam could afford 
to he increased the size of his store 
by building on the vacant lot 
between his store and the then post 
office. He built a three5storey 
brick building with a full 855foot 
basement. This addition was for 
dry goods, clothing, house 
furnishings, millinery, etc. The 
upper floor was used as a stock 
and lumber room. 

The year that Sam had a 
serious illness his   youngest son, 
Frank, came home from the west 
to help his father. On July 2, 1908, 
at age 58, Samuel Ballachey sold 
his store to Frank, and retired from 
business. Frank entered into 
partnership with James R Laidlaw 
for the next ten years. In 1918 
Frank took over total ownership 

and for the next 36 years carried on a 
very successful business. 

Frank and his wife lived in the 
apartment for a few years before 
buying the Hutcheson house on the 
corner of Inkerman and Mill Street.  
The apartment was then rented.    Vina 
Thompson remembers living in the 
apartment when her two oldest 
children were very young. Access was 
gained by a long curving wooden 
staircase on the outside of the building 
next the cenotaph.  Years later Ida 
Worthington had her hairdressing 
salon there. 

 Orval Brown of Hanover, 
formerly of Elderslie Township, has in 
his possession a yardstick advertising 
Ballachey’s store. It bears the 
following messages. 
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 It also is printed with weights and 
measures, and useful tables for 
farmers and gardeners converting feet, 
rods to acres.  It also tells how much 
barbwire is needed per rod of fence. 

When Sam Ballachey enlarged his 
store by building the adjoining three5
storey red brick building, the original 
store space was devoted to groceries, 
crockery, boots, shoes and produce 
from his garden in season. He cut a 
large arch at the front between the two 
sections and moved his office from the 
back of the old store to the front next 
the arch. The window next the office 
was no longer used as a show window 
so seats were placed there for women 
to rest and visit with friends while 
waiting for their husbands. 

It was comforting to know that if 
Paisley was suddenly cut off from the 
rest of the world, Ballachey’s store 
had shelf after shelf of tinned goods, a 
stone warehouse full of butter, eggs, 
molasses and cream, and tons of 
turkeys (if it happened to be at 
Christmas time). Verna Cormack 
remembers when she worked there; in 
the winter frozen dressed ducks, ready 
for sale, were hung outside across the 
front of the store. 

Up a few steps to the level of the 
new store was the dry goods section 
where customers could sit on little 
stools that curved out from a long 

counter. A clerk would patiently show 
the ladies box after box of stockings, 
opening up the white paper and 
stretching the silk gently over her 
clenched fist. If the lady was shopping 
for fabric to make a new dress, the 
clerk would bring out bolt after bolt of 
material and give suggestions about 
the most suitable colour. 

After a purchase a little box 
whizzed along an overhead track to 
the teller’s cage and returned moments 
later with the right change. The fact 
that Eaton's in Toronto had dozens of 
these gadgets in their store added to 
the mystique and put Ballachey’s on a 

par with the Toronto company, known 
to Paisley people of that day only by 
its catalogue.  Perhaps you remember 
MacKay’s Department Store in Owen 
Sound which had the same gadgets. 
They used to fascinate me as a child. 

 In those bygone days, every lady 
wore a hat. Some designed their own 
creations others had one made 
especially for them by a milliner in 
Ballachey’s store. Ballachey’s had a 
wonderful millinery section, a step up 
at the back of the south section.   At 
certain times their dressmakers and 
milliners went to Toronto, returning 
with all kinds of exciting straw shapes, 
ribbons, roses and ideas with which to 
trim a hat. 

 Elsewhere on this floor ladies 
could find Hudson’s seal coats or pony 
and muskrat coats, readymade dresses 
or be measured to have a dress made. 
There even was a toilet with running 
water! 

For the men Ballachey’s store had 
suits from Tip Top Tailors, coon coats 
and ready5to5 wear shirts and trousers.  
For the home Ballachey’s stocked 
tablecloths, linens, towels, fine china, 
blinds, carpets, mats and even Indian 
baskets. 

During the sixty5one years the 
store was operated by the Ballachey 
father and later the son, the store grew 
from a small corner store to a three5
storey structure that carried everything 
from shelled peanuts to ladies fancy 
hats, from cabbages grown in Sam’s 
garden to floor coverings. For decades 
it catered to the residents of the village 

and a widespread farming area. People 
just swarmed to Ballachey’s store. It 
was a pleasure to deal in one of the 
largest , most5 up5 to5date , well5
managed, well5equipped, fully5
clerked, stores outside of the city. Ten 
to twelve clerks and the Ballachey 
men themselves were kept on the 
jump. The prices were reasonable and 
the customers were assured of quality 
and integr it y that was never 
questioned. 

Today as you make the turn 
around the cenotaph on to Water 
Street the character of the old building 
can still be seen in the stone 
warehouse with its curved doorframe 
and rectangular small5paned windows. 
The small window that  once was a 
door  used for the post office in 
Thomas Orchard’s day is still there. 
For many years, before the present 
owners painted a mural on the wall, 
one could read the old5fashioned script 

that advertised,  “Dry Goods, 
Clothing, Ladies Dresses “ on the 
faded brick wall of the building. 
The wooden staircase is gone but a 
little balcony marks its place. If 
you study the brickwork carefully 
you can see where Sam Ballachey 
added a storey. 
Ballachey’s store was more than a 
place to buy groceries. It was a 
bustling centre where true to 
Sam’s idea people met and visited, 
waited on rides, had a special hat 
made, yearned for a new dress, 
were warmed in winter by 
standing over the hot air registers 
and refreshed in summer by 
walking into the coolness of the 
high5ceilinged, old building. 
When Frank Ballachey closed the 
door of his store in 1952 and 
auctioned off the remaining stock   
it was the end of an era. 
Ballachey's store could never be 
replaced. 

3���3��4�5��1����/�������������

0�����������������������'�������,������������9�<��

2��������������������������������������$���������������3�

0�����������&��'��������$����4�0����������������/�����������0����� ���'���4�%���������


