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See  any proud fathers in these pictures? On the evening of Saturday, September 8th Paisley Fall Fair Ambassador for 2011/12,  Sarah Thornburn, handed over 
her sash and tiara to  Natalie Fallis. It was an exciting evening for the girls, and a proud moment for their Dads (something I can verify from personal 

experience).  Pictured at the top left is John Thornburn with Sarah, on the night of the opening ceremonies, and above are Dave Fallis with Natalie, on fair day. For a 
full report on the fair and lots more pictures, see pages 8 & 9.                                                                                                                                              ��������	�
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N o matter what you call it, 
October is upon us and with it 

comes an avalanche of pink. Store 
shelves are filled with pink ribbon 
products from toilet paper to 
mushrooms to pink hammers and 
more. These products claim to 
promote breast cancer awareness 
and may lead the consumer to 
believe that the purchase of such 
products will help to support breast 
cancer research financially. Too 
often, that is not the case. Any 
company can put a pink ribbon on its 
product, but that is as far as some go 
in supporting the cause.  

Some companies will donate a 
maximum dollar amount to a 
specific organization. However it is 
not always easy to know if that 
dollar amount has been reached, if 
any of your purchase will actually 
go tow a r d the  c ha r it a b le 
organization or if it will only be 
lining the pockets of the company 
itself.  

It is easy to get caught up in the 
hoopla. I am guilty myself. We want 
to think that we are helping in some 
way and with so many pink products 
out there, it is hard not to buy 
something pink. Unfortunately, pink 
ribbons and awareness alone will not 
cure breast cancer. There needs to be 
more dollars dedicated toward 
finding the causes of breast cancer 
as well as research into why some 

breast cancers metastasize (spread to 
another part of the body) 

 If you want to be sure that your 
hard earned dollars are going to 
where you expect them to and where 
they will be truly helping, it is 
important to make your donation to 
a specific organization that you 
know is dedicated to the cause. 
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��*)� Marty's has 
generously agreed to donate all 
coffee proceeds on this day toward 
the Metastatic Breast Cancer 
Network which is a non7profit 
organization dedicated to the unique 
concerns of women and men living 
with metastatic breast cancer. 
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J ohn and Debbie Bair travelled to 
Quebec City this summer with 

their daughter, Jenni Roberge, son7in7
la w , Ma r k R o be r ge , t he ir 
granddaughter Rene and her cousin 

Keirstyn. 
Naturally, the Paisley Advocate 

went along for this historical 
adventure! 

Here they are (L to R: John, 
Debbie, Keirstyn and Rene) waiting 
to tour the Quebec Legislative 
Building and enjoying the Advocate. 
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W estminster Church would like 
to thank Paisley businesses, 

Paisley Fire Department, friends of 
the church and our faith family for 
their tremendous support of our Time 
and Talent Auction these past two 
years!  

We have been pleased to be able 

to donate $1000 last year to the 
Paisley Food bank and $500 this year 
to the Paisley Fire Department. It is 
wonderful to be a part of a community 
that does its part to support all areas 
of community life! 
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O ctober 6th is the 
final market day 

for 2012. Thank7you so 
much to all who 
continually come out 
and support the market. 
Just your presence is 
such an encouragement 
to all who care about 
seeing Paisley grow. 

We will end the 
season with a Hot Beef 
and Pork Dinner. We 
call it the ����	� �
����
�����
. This is the weekend to be 
thankful for the foods we get to 
choose from in this country. Not 
everyone is so privileged.  

It will be breakfast as usual and 
then from 11am to 1pm we will serve 
locally grown dinner foods. There are 
plenty of tables and chairs, so bring 
your whole family for a locally grown 
treat: beef or pork and potatoes 

smothered in gravy and sided with 
plenty of locally grown vegetables 
and fresh salad. And don't forget the 
pie! No calorie counting this 
weekend! It is splurge! splurge! 
splurge! 

Start the weekend off right at the 
Paisley Farmers' Market. See you 
there. 
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I n 2010 the Paisley & District 
Chamber of Commerce embarked 

on a mission to complete a Business 
Retention & Expansion (BR&E) 
Study with the intent to create and 
implement realistic action plans that 
will ensure the future stability of the 
business community in our village. In 
2012 these action plans are being 
created.  

The core group consisted of the 
executive of the PDCC. This group led 
the various stages of the project 
including the survey design, data 
analysis and action planning.  

Using our continually updated 
business directory, the survey was first 
presented to owners of retail and 
tourism businesses. Fourteen trained 
surveyors surveyed 22 business 
owners. In total, about 300 hours have 
been donated so far to this task.  

Once the interviews were 
completed this document was 
compiled, outlining the actions 
required to propel us forward. A 
BR&E Report is just a picture of what 
is today. Business retention and 
expansion is an ongoing concern that 
has been with us forever and will 
continue to unfold as time goes on.  

The results are as follows. . .  
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�� Fire Department 
�� Community Futures Development 

Corporation 
�� Snow removal 
�� Water and sewer capacity 
�� Garbage removal 
�� Lack of graffiti & litter 
��  Quality of life 
��  Traffic flow on our streets 
�� Christmas Parade 
��  Beef Fest  
��  Farmers Market 
�� We feel like we could attract 

tourists the most using our Trails, 
Cycling, Snowmobiling, Heritage, 
River Activities 
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�� Exploring building & signage 
improvement through loans/grants 
for building owners (e.g.. Spruce 
the Bruce) 

�� The need for a well7signed 
accessible public washroom in the 
downtown area 

�� Ma king our  C ha mber  of 
Commerce viable. 

�� The Queen Street bridge repair 
�� Addressing buildings ����

	 
�� Store vacancies/ turnover 

�� Accessibility 
�� More accommodations 
�� Lack of public transit system  and 

its cost 
�� People are very happy to have a 

school, library, museum, health 
clinic, chamber of commerce and 
an arena in our community but  
there is room for financial and 
manpower support for every 
organization mentioned here. 

�� Marketing outside of our area, 
strategic & joint marketing 

�� Improved customer service/ 
Cus tome r service tra ining 
programs 

�� Need more skilled labour  
�� Land costs, municipal taxes, the 

planning, engineering, zoning and 
building permit process 

�� Improved communication with the 
municipality, the chamber of 
commerce and our tourism centre 

�� We need to maintain or increase 
our joint advertising marketing 
plans including the business 
directory, special events and 
marketing on the web. 
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The current BR&E group have 
committed to investigating how to get 
any available money for your 
business.  

To enter the Spruce the Bruce 
program, and get their money, we 
must: 
��� Develop a team of four individuals 

to act as Spruce the Bruce 
executive. These are called ��
�
��������������

2. Get ten people from a variety of 

walks of life to come forward with 
ten pictures of things around 
Paisley that they think scream 
"PAISLEY". It is the subject, not 
the quality of the picture that is the 
most important, although the 
pictures might go on the websites. 
If you have such a picture please 
e m a i l  t h e m  t o 
info@paisleyvillage.ca ASAP. 

Our Spruce the Bruce contact, Jack 
VanDorp, will not come back to our 
meetings to help us get money until 
we have done this homework.  
If you are interested in getting money 

for your business, exploring the 
downtown washroom concern or are 
interested in recruiting new business 
for the village, it is time to get serious 
if we want to continue this effort.  

O u r  e m a i l  i s 
info@paisleyvillage.ca. For more info: 
www.paisleyvillage.ca. You can also 
find us on Facebook at The Village of 
Paisley. 

Our October meetings are on 
October 4 and October 18. Your 
participation would be encouraging. 
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A  very bizarre incident happened 
to me the other morning. I was 

outside washing windows, (usually a 
spring job?) and cleaning screens. I 
happened to walk to the front of the 
house and look down to see 
something moving on the gravel. To 
my amazement it was a small turtle, 
just a tad larger than a silver dollar. I, 
being more like a hare than an alpha 
predator, used stealth and speed to 
capture the prehistoric beast.  

I have to admit, I wondered how 
this small turtle made it to my 
doorstep?  

The crawl from the river behind 
"Casa Azul" must be 200 feet and up a 
steep bank of 70 feet. The underbrush 
is dense and difficult.  

The other way from the river 
happens to be across three wide 
residential lots making it 600 to 700 
feet.  

Clearly a miraculous feat for the  
tiny beast.  

I thought to myself, “Is this a 
sign?”  

Upon doing some research I found 
that turtles are good luck. The Chinese 
believe that a turtle on your doorstep 
means, wealth, luck and prosperity. 
To some North American Native 
peoples it is the symbol of the Earth. 
To others it can mean an assortment 
of things, from creation to a way to 
find water.  

I'm not sure how to interpret this 
visit, but I was glad to have the 
experience.  

Sens ing the message was 
delivered, I thought the best thing to 
do was take my pal back to it's 
element. Handling the creature 
delicately and trying not to stress it I 
walked to the Teeswater River. After 
thanking my turtle friend for it's 
thoughtful excursion, I released it to a 

much more natural liquid habitat. I 
watched as it swam and dove into the 
current. I swear it looked back with a 
"Lucky Little Turtle" grin as if 
knowing we both left each other with 
a new outlook on life. 

Thinking of this, I am somehow 
changed. Was this meant for me, or 
was it meant for the turtle? Either 
way, it made my day.  

And that's not turtle soup!!! 
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T he Paisley Agricultural Society was pleased to again accept a $3,000.00 
donation from the "Society of Energy Professionals" Bruce Power Local to 

assist with the operating of the 2012 Paisley Fall Fair. This money goes toward 
the expenses incurred with the Fair's "Agriculture Education Tent". Accepting 
the cheque from Mike Gade (centre) from the Society of Energy Professionals 
are Rob Fullerton, Donations Chair of the Ag Society, and Bernice MacKinnon, 
2nd Vice President of the Ag Society. 
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W alnut Grove gave its 30 
bowlers a wonderful year; with 

nine teams, eight games, and three 
playoff nights. 

The league was won by Lloyd 
Thompson, Ron Belrose, and Ross 
Ziegler, while the playoffs were won 
by Ron Abbs, Brian Beech, and 
Christina Gibson 

The singles was an exciting seven 
game series with two ladies coming 
out on top. Rita Cenitagoya finally 
edged out Marilyn Thompson for the 
win. These girls are good. 

There were three jitneys this year 
(that's when you play with other 
clubs ). 

On August 2nd, Paisley hosted a 
jitney with Cargill and Teeswater 
clubs. We had 26 bowlers. Cash 
prizes went to  Jean Ferguson of 
Cargill (1st), Rick Trueman of 
Paisley, and Roger Bester of Cargill. 

Our ladies catered a fine lunch, and 
the men presented the fine greens of 
Walnut Grove, a facility to be proud 
of. 

Cargill hosted the three clubs on 
July 19th and Teeswater hosted on 
Labor Da y w ith a bar beque 
afterwards; that was a hot one! Gerald 
Patterson wanted it noted that he 
scored the last point of the season for 
a win. 

We have wonderful facility here 
in Paisley, with the best greens 
around, and a lofted Club House to 
support our banquets, complete with a 
historic trophy room.  

Lawn Bowling is a great way to 
spend a summer evening in Paisley 
which was discovered by 8 new 
members this year. If you are reading 
this, you must be interested. We hope 
to see you next year. 
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O n September 26 
friends and co7

workers dropped in at the 
Paisley Post Office to 
honour postal workers, 
Cheryl Thomson and 
Evelyn Pearce on their 
retirement. 

Evelyn was a part7
time employee for 20 
years, and retired this past 
May. “What I enjoyed 
best was the people 
coming in,” she said. “I 
miss that now.” Evelyn 
plans to sew and quilt and 
has some creat ive 
projects in mind for her 
grandchildren. 

Cheryl has also 
missed seeing the people 
come into the Post Office. 
In 1978 she began 
working as a part7time 
employee. Then she 
served as postmistress 
until health problems in 
2009 made it necessary 
for her to retire. Laurel 
Purdy from Paisley has 
b e e n  t h e  a c t in g 
postmistress since May 
2009. 

Without a doubt, 
Cheryl and Evelyn’s cheerful presence 
at the post office will be missed by 
many. 

In the top photo, Cheryl and 
Evelyn with the cake, and in the 

bottom photo, Marg McClure shares a 
laugh with Cheryl. Marg was a rural 
route driver many years ago.   
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W here has summer gone?  Here 
it is, autumn already.  What a 

wonderful time of year!  We soon will 
see the leaves turning to beautiful 
colors and thoughts of winter are not 
far behind.  We can also anticipate 
delicious fruits and 
vegetables as the 
harvest season gets 
underway.  Picture a 
colorful cornucopia as 
we give thanks for the 
bounty of the land each 
Thanksgiving. 

Harvesting is the 
process of gathering 
crops from the fields 
each fall.   Nowadays, 
with updated farm 
m a c h i n e r y  a n d 
equipment, harvesting 
is a far cry from the 
pioneer times.  In the 
T r e a s u r e  C he s t 
Museum, you will see 
a wide assortment of 
farm machinery from 
those long ago times. 

For example, the 
mechanized corn planter was invented 
circa 1891.  When the tip of the 
planter was pushed into the ground, a 
lever released seeds and automatically 
reloaded for the next seed insertion.  
This sped up the planting process 
dramatically, as it enabled farmers to 
sow about four acres a day.  It also 
saved the farmer from repeated 
bending. 

At the turn of the 20th century, 
tractors and plows replaced machinery 

powered by animals and men.  This 
technology made planting faster and 
easier.  Improvements continued 
throughout the course of the century 
up to this day, enabling farmers to 
yield larger and better crops. 

     The hand held 
scythe is another 
example of a farming 
tool from the 1800’s.  
It was used for mowing 
grass or reaping crops. 
It was largely replaced 
by horse7drawn and 
then tractor7drawn 
machinery, but is still 
used in some areas of 
Europe and Asia. 
     P l e a s e  k e e p 
Wednesday, November 
7 in mind.  Fashion 
his tor ia n We ndy 
Tomlinson from Owen 
Sound will come to the 
Museum to give a 
presentation entitled 
“Rationed Fashion:  
Clothing of the War 
Years” from 1:30 to 

3:30 p.m.  Refreshments will be 
served after the presentation. 

We will be closed for the season 
after the Thanksgiving weekend.  If 
you would like to visit, please call the 
Museum at (519) 35377176 and leave 
a message. 
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“E co”. It’s a tiny word. It’s a 
mighty word. And even 

though you might see it everywhere 
nowadays, do you feel like you really 
have any idea what it means? What 
about “sustainability”? “Carbon 
footprint”? 

If you DO, please keep reading, 
and feel free to contact me with 
comments because I’m proud to admit, 
that although I’ve been trained in this 
stuff, I DON’T know everything and 
can always learn a bit more. 

If you said no, you’re right in 
check with the over 87% of general 
populations who, after being surveyed 
o n  k n o w le d ge  of  t y p i c a l 
environmental terms by the CBC 
reporting crew, shrugged their 
shoulders and admitted they didn’t 
really know either. Or care. To all of 
you, I want to extend a great big hug 
with 87% of my heart, because I know 
how you feel. There’s lots of things I 
still don’t know or care much about, 
but more often than not, I don’t care 
because I don’t understand. So, with 
the remaining 13% of my brain, I will 
try to help. I’m going to treat the new 
environmental trend like my very own 
little Green Party: I’m going to do the 
best I can to unpack these neat little 
boxes of environmental lingo, one by 
one, so that everyone can understand 
what’s in those words and celebrate 
their meaning by helping to use them 
properly. I’m going to try and soothe 
your very own green7feet after running 
so hard to get away from the words 
that those “self righteous, tree huggin’ 
environmentalists” have been hurtling 
at us for the past fifty years, since the 
publication of “Silent Spring” by 
Rachael Carson started to put 
environmenta l words into t he 
mainstream picture. 

Since the best things come in 
small packages, we’ll start with our 
friend “eco”  here, a word which is 
actually a bit of a trickster since it 
doesn’t usually stand very well on its 
own. It’s actually what English 
teachers would call a “prefix”. It 
prefers to be attached to any other 

words it can suitably modify the 
meaning of.  

It’s rare that you see the word 
“Eco” used alone, right? But it does 
happen, and it’s important to know 
just what the heck it means. Eco more 
or less came from the Greek work 
“oikos” which, 1000 years ago, meant 
‘house’. Then, sometime between then 
and now, this little putz prefixed itself 
to more and more words (like 
economics, ecosystem, ecofriendly, 
etc) so that now that eco ‘house’ is 
better understood to mean the 
‘ e n v i r o n me n t ’ ,  ha b i t a t  o r 
surroundings. Eco, when attached to a 
word, now means everything you 
would naturally find AROUND your 
house, in a very big way. It’s 
everything that goes into making the 
house itself: the wood, the minerals, 
and whatever the funky little crafts on 
the windowsill are made of, because 
they all come from nature.  So, “eco” 
is a word that has morphed away from 
meaning ‘house’, the thing that people 
make, to meaning everything that is 
made by nature that we now have 
around us to make that house.  Eco IS 
the natural world. 

So why don’t we just use the word 
‘nature’? 

Because we, people, are weird and 
have control issues. Or because the 
more we try to control nature through 
our 
������'���
�
��and green7theories 
from studies and research that 
ALWAYS point to ‘do this’ or ‘don’t 
do that’ recommendations that 
ultimately affect us all, the more we 
realize we just don’t understand.  So, 
lets just do the best we can. Let’s let 
Nature stay natural, and start using 
‘Eco’ as our own human word to 
describe how we are connected to 
nature. Try practicing, and give a shot 
at slapping ‘Eco’ onto some of your 
own lingo that you see as being 
connected to the natural world. How 
about an ‘Eco7garden’ if you’ve got a 
garden that grows a little on the wild 
side, or an ‘Eco7break’ if you take a 
break to just head out to enjoy the 
sunshine and fresh air. Don’t go nuts, 

but I’ll bet it’ll give you some food for 
thought when you head into the store 
next to pick up some ‘Eco7mist’ 
cleaning spray. 

If this works, let me know, I’m 
always open for feedback and if it’s ok 
with the readers, I’ll be back next 
mo n th t o  e xp la in a n o the r 
environmental word that you might 
not understand and like I said before, 
I’m open to suggestions! 
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W e all dread it; we all know 
there’s nothing we can do 

about it; summer is officially over!  
So now that fall is here we can start 
planning some new programmes and 
continuing on with tried and true 
ones: 
�� Preschool programming – October 

15 – December 17, 10:30 – 11:15 
a.m. 

�� Pumpkin Painting – October 27, 
10:30 – 11:30, cost $2.00 

�� Christmas Countdown Chain 7 
November 24, 10:30 – 11:30, cost 
$2. 

Please register your child at least a 
week in advance by calling 51973537
7 2 2 5  o r  b y  e m a i l i n g 
palib@brucecounty.on.ca. Children 
under the age of seven must be 
accompanied by an adult.  

Teen Read Week – Oct. 15 – 20 – 
Teens – show us your card and get a 
Halloween treat, check out books or 
magazines and receive a ballot for a 

grand prize!! 
Paisley Friends 50/50 draw will 

be held on October 6 – make sure you 
have your tickets! 

Next Friends meetings – Oct. 1, 
Nov. 5 and Dec. 3 

———♦——— 
Now that we will be spending 

more time indoors curled up and cozy 
here is a list of staff picks for you: 
�� ��
�����
��������
�� 7 Patrick de 

Witt 
�� ��
���#
��

'
��7 Mitch Albom 
�� ���������� *��� ������� 7 Nora 

Roberts 
�� +
���,
��
�
	�7 Lisa Genova 
�� *��-�
��
�������John Irving 
�� ���"�����

���Agatha Christie 
�� ��
� .���"
��� ������#��
� ���

)����	�����7 Rachel Joyce 
�� ����
�
��� � �� ��� /� ��
�

������#��� ����
�– lots of recipes 
and ideas for Christmas! 
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I  just returned from this year’s 
Paisley Fall Fair and it makes me 

reflect how different Fair day is here 
from what I was used to when I grew 
up. 

Now, Craig and I have been in 
Paisley  for 23 years, and if asked, I 
would probably still describe myself 
as a city girl.  Even after 23 years 
here, I’m embarrassed to say, I still 
find there are many things about rural 
life that I’m 	�#����������#'�about.   

As I go through the exhibit hall, 
the bag of grain that won first prize 
looks exactly like the one that won 
third prize; the stalks of corn all look 
the same as do the soy beans, and the 
root vegetables (hey, a turnip’s a 
turnip, right?).   

I can better understand the more 
	�#
��� competitions, i.e. the 
crafting and sewing competitions, the 
baking and canning exhibits. What 
impresses me is the variety of exhibits 
and the number of exhibitors that we 
get each year! 

You see, I was born and raised in 
the city of Cambridge (actually it was 
“Galt” when I was growing up).  Galt 
was a mid7sized city and it had its 
yearly fall fair as well.  But the Galt 
Fall Fair 2�� the midway.  For most 
of us growing up, that was all we 
knew about.  I’m sure there was an 
exhibit hall in one of the buildings, 
but it was never considered a 
highlight of the show. It was 
s ome thing the  “old pe ople” 
participated in. I’m sure there were 
cattle judging and horse shows, but I 
never saw one.  

Nope, for us it was the loud music 
and flashing lights, the cheesy rides 
and the sleazy games that we spent 
our allowance on. We’d play the 
games that we never won (I still 
maintain those people walking around 
with those big stuffed animals were 
'����� by the game owners!), we’d 
ride the rides until we’d want to 
puke….probably because we’d just 

filled our stomach’s with candy floss, 
caramel corn and candy apples. (I 
remember Craig’s favourite ride was 
the Scrambler because it forced me to 
slide over very close to him.  He was 
crafty that way!)  But to venture a 
little further to see, what I now 
consider to be the “real” fair stuff, was 
never any draw to us. 

That’s what makes me marvel at 
the young people’s participation in 
our fair. Do we need a midway?  Hell, 
no!  I see our kids enjoying the games 
areas, decorating their bikes and 
showing their favourite pets. I see the 
pride these kids have at seeing their 
school work displayed; the effort they 
put into different exhibit classes.   

I see youngsters competing in 
their first showing of cattle (I mean, 
my Lord, the animals are so much 
bigger than the kids), on up to the 
teenagers who have a little more 
experience. It’s fascinating to see how 
they’ve learned  to groom their 
animal, to position it and control it for 
the judges.  And for what?  A big cash 
prize?  No! For the honour and 
experience of getting that ribbon.  I 
think that’s wonderful! 

And that’s not even mentioning 
the horses!  My God, the horses are 
just phenomenal animals, and that’s 
from a girl that doesn’t know a 
Percheron from a Clydesdale except 
that I know they’re both really big! 

So, I think a big “well done” 
deserves to go out to the Agricultural 
Society for putting on a great fair, as 
well as to every single participant who 
put the effort to make our fair the best 
around.  And that’s from the city girl, 
who may be as 	�#����������#' about 
farming, but knows a successful event 
when she sees one!  Congratulations 
to one and all! 

Oh, and by the way, Roy, your 
apple pie was wonderful.  Could I put 
my order for my Thanksgiving pies 
now? 

&����%��
����	�
���
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M y good wife and I had the 
pleasure of attending a 

centennial event in Sault Ste. Marie 
this past summer. Here we met some 
new friends who invited us to a three 
day pre71800’s rendezvous near 
Sudbury. 

We actively participated in all the 
events wearing costumes of that time 
period.  They started off with a knife 
and hawk (axe) throwing contest. Both 
are thrown at the flat face of a block of 
wood with a playing card posted in the 
middle of the block. The idea is to 
split the card in half. Competition was 
keen. The thrown hawk or knife must 
make one complete revolution before 
sticking in the target. There is always 
helpful advice when you miss your 
throw. 

Next they had a military shoot 
were we got to shoot four old military 
weapons. Our targets were life size 
soldier silhouettes at fifty yards. This 
was followed by charging with a 
bayonet at a soldier stuffed with paper. 
It wasn’t all that easy because there 

were ropes they could pull to 
reposition the soldier at the last 
moment. 

The next event was a cannon 
shoot. They had four small cannons 
that we all took turns loading and 
firing. One of the groups had recently 
built a replica of a civil war cannon. 
They loaded it up with 500 grains of 
black cannon powder and packed in an 
old pair of shorts for wadding. They 
got the desired effect when the cannon 
went off. Your whole body shook with 
the concussion. When the shorts were 
retrieved, what was left looked like a 
piece of modern artwork. They next 
loaded twenty7two one7inch lead balls 
into the cannon and fired it at the fifty 
yard target. There was nothing left of 
the target and the cannon was backed 
up a couple of feet 

Starting a fire with flint and steel 
was next. It was a timed event. Once 
you got a spark you blew on the 
embers until you had flames. There 
were a couple of inches of water in a 
48 ounce tin can that you had to boil 
over your fire. Dish soap was added to 

the water to make it boil over quicker. 
I managed to inhale some smoke and 
singe a bit of hair while blowing on 
the fire to get it started, but we had 
boiling water in just over two minutes. 

Every night there was a campfire 
with storytelling and reminiscing. I 
even told a few truths. When you are 
from far away you can get away with 
some truth extensions. 

The last night we were there they 
put on a demonstration of the native 
peoples’s respect for Mother Nature. 
A block of wood was placed in the 
middle of a large circle and an axe was 
used to mark the top of the block into 
four sections. The four sections 
represented the four directions of 
north, south, east and west. The person 
doing this asked that everyone take off 
their shoes and socks so they could be 
closer to Mother Nature. All 
responded.  

They then asked if any new 
members would like to join their 
secret society of Mother Nature. We 
were talked into joining along with 
two others. I had a funny feeling about 

the deal. They then asked that we be 
blindfolded so we would be in total 
darkness. This was done. We were 
then led over to the block of wood one 
at a time and asked the take the axe 
and strike the block of wood in the 
same manner as it was before. They 
guided us through the two swings of 
the axe. For some strange reason they 
made me swing many times until all 
existing members approved of my 
performance. 

When all were done we were 
asked to take our blindfolds off. We 
were then shown a secret greeting (hat 
members are sworn to keep secret). 
Our shoes and socks were then handed 
back. I sat down and attempted to put 
my socks back on. Something didn’t 
feel right. I looked down and my toes 
were sticking out of my socks. It was 
then I realized we had been had. They 
had stretched our socks across the 
block of wood and had us chop up our 
own socks with the axe. All I could do 
was laugh. 

Beware friends; joining a Secret 
Society does come at a cost. 
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T his Spring, June Craddock, an 
employee of Allen’s Home 

Building Centre, saw an article in the 
Advocate about the Paisley Friends of 
the Environment and their efforts to 
get trees for our local residents and 
businesses to plant.  

June �2���
	 onto the fact that 
Home Hardware in partnership with 
Trees Canada was offering such a 
program and that got things started.    

On September 26th, National Tree 

Day, the Paisley Friends of the 
E n v i r o n m e n t  a l o n g  w i t h 
representatives from our local Home 
Hardware and Home Building Centre 
took advantage of the good weather to 
begin planting trees in the village.  

Five Brandywine maples   (a 
smaller maple tree, well suited to the 
urban environment) were planted, two 
in front of Paisley Foodtown and three 
at Paisley Central School. 

Holding their shovels in the left 

photo, L to R are: Reid Allen (Paisley 
Home Hardware), Quinn Allen 
(Allen’s Home Building Centre), Dave 
Tucker (Home Hardware Area 
Manager), Debbie Hettrick (Paisley 
Foodland), Lee Allen (Allen’s Home 
Building Centre), Doug Hettrick 
(Foodtown) and June Craddock. 

The centre photo shows Mike 
Clarke of Trees Canada speaking to 
the students of Paisley Central School 
about the importance of trees. 

The right photos show student 
Collin McCullough (actually using his 
shovel) and Friend of the Environment 
Bob Cottrill.  

The Friends have a long list of 
village residents seeking trees, but 
only have funding for about half of 
those. They will be contacting Arran7
Elderslie council to see if assistance in 
making our municipality greener can 
be had there. 

��������	�
���



Page 8     The Paisley Advocate    October  2012 

 

1�-���#�����������-���� ������������G=����7H8��%����1���������G���������H���������������'��������7���4���������#������������� ��>����������������������.���������

��.��.������#��������" *�;�����J�"���������$��+�
�.���������#�"����������9�������4���������������.���������#�����������K��B<�*��J�G-�����%����1���-���HJ�����F���

"����������;�����1�����������#���9�������������������-�;������$������ ������L���������� �������+���*����������#���������� ������������-������#�G-�����
�.��

'����HJ�"����������9�������-����������-��>������������������+����-������J�����������������&�� �����#����������������*��!��������#��������������������� ���������� ���

����������������AB6����-���GI5���������� �����������+��������������������-�����'����$���+�������������HJ�%����1���������-�����������+�� ���������������������������
G-�����
�.��'����HJ�"���4���������#��������������-�� �����#�������������������������� �-�����������!�����$1����$��������4���� �����1���*�G��#�2.����-�� ����3�

#���"��E��;���!�����"���������������- *��<MH�

I  hardly know if I should say we had 
a rainy fair or not? We certainly 

experienced rain Friday night and for 
our produce, field crop and flower 
exhibitors who didn’t gather their 
exhibits from the garden on Friday, 
would certainly have been wet doing it 
on Saturday morning.  

As we set up tents, signage, and 
all the necessary props on Saturday 
afternoon, our dedicated volunteers 
got wet. But they were persistent and 
continued on so that by 5pm we were 
ready for the fair.  

Sunday morning at 7am we had a 
glorious sunrise, but two passing rain 
clouds in the late morning forced our 
fair visitors into tents and the Palace 
until it passed. We had a perfect 
afternoon of moderate temperatures 
and by all accounts the fair was a 
tremendous success once again. 

Our opening ceremonies on 
Saturday evening saw a tent full of 
visitors who were entertained for the 

evening. We are very pleased to 
announce that Natalie Fallis, daughter 
of  Da ve  Fa llis  a nd Sha r on 
Kranenburg, formerly of Paisley and 
currently of Walkerton was crowned 
the new Ambassador. The judges had 
a very difficult time choosing and 
special thanks to Shelby McCullough 
and Katrina Hodgins for also 
competing. Sarah Thornburn handed 
her crown off after a very heartfelt 
thank you for the opportunity to 
represent the Society. She was 
awarded a $250 education bursary 
from the Ag Society for her future 
studies.  

Larry Miller, MP for Bruce7Grey7
Owen Sound officially opened the fair 
and greetings from surrounding 
municipalities were heard.  

Mark Davis hosted a lively live 
auction of fourteen winning homecraft 
exhibits and invited Bill Walker, MPP 
for Bruce7Grey7Owen Sound to also 
sell a few items. The auction raised a 

total of $1,450.00 and we thank all of 
the successful bidders for their 
wonderful support as all proceeds go 
toward payment of the homecraft prize 
money. 

During the opening ceremonies a 
tree was dedicated to the memory of 
the late Janet MacKay who passed 
away March 1, 2012. The Catalpa tree 
was planted in the spring on the 
fairgrounds and along with our other 
memorial trees on the grounds, serves 
as a reminder of our dedicated, 
wonderful volunteers. 

Rob and I were also surprised by 
being given the Volunteer Award on 
behalf of the Ag Society. This award 
has been presented to individuals and 
couples since 1956 for outstanding 
dedication and volunteer service to 
agriculture and rural life in this 
community. We were very surprised to 
be recognized. 

As the sun rose on Sunday 
September 9th, exhibitors and 

volunteers began to arrive and by 9am 
our visitors were arriving. The 
community church service, organized 
by the Paisley Ministerial Association 
had a full tent enjoying wonderful 
music, singing of familiar hymns and 
listening to the history of various 
churches in Paisley, in keeping with 
our theme of “Back to the Root”.  

I don’t think that the entertainment 
tent ever actually emptied this year as 
the service was followed by two lively 
performances by the Black Family and 
Fiddlers and Friends, which kept 
people tapping their toes all afternoon. 

The education tent was the 
phenomenal creation of an amazing 
committee and was also full all day. 
We have fairs ask us if we can bring 
our education tent to their fair, but this 
is a one7of7a7kind community 
collection of interesting hobbies and 
skills and is unique to Paisley.  
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The committee felt that one of the 
biggest attractions was the milking 
demonstration that our President John 
Thornburn conducted twice during the 
day. He brought in two cows and 
calves and a portable milker, and 
many intrigued visitors watched the 
whole process.  

The beef and dairy cattle shows 
had 80 47H exhibitors and has become 
one of the bigger shows in the area. 
The beef show ran from 9am until 
6:15pm. This is great experience for 
our local 47H livestock exhibitors.  

The horse show once again did not 
disappoint. Most of the best hitches in 
western Ontario arrived to compete. 
We had six six7horse hitches with 
Calvin Lipsett of Schomberg winning, 
David Carson of Listowel coming in 
second, and David Zister of Chepstow 
coming in third. Congratulations to 
Sandy Loomis, winner of the ride on a 
six7horse hitch.  

The homecraft exhibits in the 
Palace were outstanding. Many of our 
committee chairpeople were worried 
that exhibits would be down due to the 
late spring frost and lack of rain in 
early summer, but they ended up 
scrambling to find room to display 
everything. The flower entries were 
nearly double the 2011 entries, with a 
great display of houseplants, outdoor 
p la nt e r s , c ut  f l ow e r s  a nd 
arrangements. There were no fruits for 
display this year, but the abundance of 
vegetables took over, along with the 
products from the farm category. We 
had lots of maple syrup, wine, eggs, 
along with a great display of garlic, 
potatoes, and all the other popular 
vegetables. Top vegetable gardener 
award went to Audrey Trelford. The 
delic ious baking was also in 
abundance with lots of new young 
exhibitors showing their skills. The 
same can be said for the preserves 

where new exhibiting 
men and women 
entered several of the 
s e c t io n s .  S o u t h 
Saugeen won the 
Women’s Ins t itute 
competition. Gladys 
Fiss annually produces 
the most wonderful 
quilts and won the 
grand champion and reserved grand 
champion quilts. The great display of 
crafts , sew ing, quilt ing, and 
handiwork shows a lot of creativity in 
our community. The top field crop 
exhibitor was Wanda Snobelen, a new 
exhibitor at the fair, and runner up was 
her brother Lyle Dudgeon.  

The BBQ beef supper was a 
tremendous success as we served 344 
people a delicious dinner to conclude 
the day. Our President John led this 
effort this year and did a tremendous 
job of organizing it all and ensuring 

everyone was quickly served and 
satisfied. 

We have the most amazing 
volunteers who make this all possible. 
We also rely on sponsors and donors 
and are tremendously appreciative of 
the business community support as 
well as individuals who value the fair 
in this community. Thank you to 
everyone who came to the fair, during 
uncertain weather, and we hope 
everyone will return again next year. 
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H ere I sit, in my tiny shoe7box 
apartment in downtown Toronto, 

summarizing my hypertension notes, 
with a pot of water boiling noodles on 
the stove. I’ve lived away from home 
for all 7 years of my university career 
so far, and along the way I’ve picked 
up a number of tricks to keep me 
going, so I thought I’d share a few 
tidbits with you so you can prepare 
yourself or your kids for their post7
secondary life. The biggest thing I’ve 
learned is that it’s okay to be poor, and 
it’s okay to admit it. Don’t be too 
proud to take out a loan, and never be 
afraid to ask mom and dad for a little 
boost when you need it.  

Here are a few tips to help you 
save your money and your sanity at 
school: 
�� Buy non7perishable and freezable 

food in bulk. That doesn’t mean 
go to CostCo and buy ginormous 
packages of everything, but buy 
your meat in large packages and 
separate it into pieces before you 
freeze it. Buying larger boxes of 
cereal, granola bars, etc will save 

you money in the end. 
�� Buy no7name! Let’s face it: you’re 

a student. You don’t get the luxury 
of Double Chocolate Yummy 
Poofs for breakfast every morning.  
(That being said, buy good toilet 
paper. I’m serious; some things 
just shouldn’t be skimped on!) 

�� Invest in three kitchen appliances: 
a small indoor grill, a toaster oven, 
and a small crock pot. Believe me, 
you can cook anything with these 
three items. The crock pot is my 
favourite: buy cheaper cuts of 
meat and slow7cook them while 
you’re at school. When you get 
home, your apartment smells 
delicious and dinner is ready for 
you! 

�� Eat healthy when you can. Buy 
whole fruits (not canned) and 
fresh vegetables and cut them up 
as soon as you bring them home 
so you can snack on them instead 
of chips or cookies. We both know 
you’ll be living off only Mac ‘n 
Cheese and Ramen noodles during 
exams, so enjoy real food while 

you can! 
�� Buy a good thermos and pack a 

lunch. That $5 footlong sounds 
like a great deal but eating out gets 
very expensive, very quickly. 
Don’t get me wrong, the last thing 
I want to do when I wake up is 
make a sandwich or heat up 
leftovers, but your bank account 
will thank you (your waistline will 
too). 

�� Brew your own coffee/tea. You 
woke up for your 9am class, but 
paying $2 for a cup of hot water 
with a tea bag in it is silly. You 
pulled an all7nighter to cram for 
your exam, but paying $8 for a 
����	
 Pike P lace coffee is 
ridiculous. Ask for a cup of hot 
water (free!) in your own travel 
mug and stir up an instant coffee 
or plop your own tea bag in it.  
Saving money and saving the 
environment! 

�� Don’t fear the “frosh715”. It’s 
true, almost everyone gains 
around 15lb when they start post7
secondary. Between you and me, 

beer has a lot more calories than 
you expected, but we’ll just blame 
it on the awful campus food and 
too many Tim Horton’s trips. My 
best advice would be 2��"�to class 
every day; even if it’s on the other 
side of campus or five subway 
stops over, walk. 

�� Meet your roommates before you 
move in! I have a tiny studio 
apartment with only enough room 
for me and my cat for a reason.  
Roommates are a great way to 
make life7long friends and cut 
down on living costs, but make 
sure you’re compatible before you 
agree to live with someone. One 
too many bad experiences and 
you’ll be a crazy cat lady like me! 

�� Do the dishes! If you’re anything 
like me, you don’t need to do 
dishes until there’s no clean forks 
(and even then, you could just use 
a spoon…). But then you waste an 
hour trying to wash every dish you 
own.  
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E victing the critters from the old 
Stark’s Mill in Paisley was the 

first priority when Helen and Paul 
Crysler purchased the property in 
2000!!  

Members and friends of the Bruce 
County Historical Society gathered at 
Nature’s Millworks recently to tour 
the building and learn of the problems 
and difficulties in restoring the old 
mill (which stood vacant for about 40 
years) to the attractive heritage 
treasure it is today. President Audrey 
Underwood welcomed the group 
and introduced owners Paul and 
Helen, who shared the story of the old 
mill, from the early days to the 
present. 

The mill site was originally owned 
by John Valentine who erected first a 
sawmill, then a grist mill in the early 
1850’s. In 1873 James Stark, who had 
built a successful mill on Snake Creek 
at Dunblane, purchased the property 
and continued to expand the business. 

Tragedy struck in 1884 and the 
mill was burned to the ground with a 
loss of tons of wheat and flour. 
Rebuilding was begun immediately 
and this is the structure that has been 
lovingly restored. 

One immediate need was to 
replace about 60 windows, stabilize a 
beam or two and shore up one corner 
of the basement that had been ravaged 
by a flood. 

The original walls are tongue and 
groove pine and the floors were 
laid with maple. The old covered 
driveway between the mill and the 
elevator has become the Cryslers' 
home, while the mill's lower story has 
a flourishing business offering a 
variety of books, antiques, and hand 
crafted items of every description for 
sale. Everything is Canadian made. 
They also are Paisley’s tourist 
information centre. 

The second floor plays host to 
diverse groups for quilt , art, 
photography and other handicraft 
displays. There is even a washroom in 
one of the pine tongue and groove 
silos, and a nearby kitchen for serving 
meals at small functions. The upper 
floors have not as yet been 
refurbished. Some of our group even 
ventured to the basement to behold the 

pair of turbines that turned the 
machinery—still intact. 

The Cryslers are to be commended 
for their expertise, persistence and 
patience in their restoration of this 
heritage building, once called Paisley 
City Mills. The Historical Society 
thanked them for their hospitality and 
an informative evening. 

Our Annual General Meeting will 
be held Saturday, November 3rd in the 
Chesley Community Centre. Tickets 
must be purchased in advance from 
one of the reps or executive members. 
P lease see posters that appear 
throughout the county. The speaker is 
James Laxer, talking on two heroes of 
the War of 1812 71814, Tecumseh and 
Brock.  
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S ummer 2012 was quite busy at 
Kids & Us. With three different 

age groups, the staff always had an 
organized agenda that included fun 
and educational activities, field trips 
and surprises for the children. 
Everyone enjoyed going on walks 
around the community to the different 
parks as well as visiting and learning 
about the different businesses around 
town. The children always enjoy our 
trip to Harrison Park in Owen Sound 
to see magic shows, the different 
animals and to play on the equipment.  

While getting ready to head back 
to school, the school agers put on an 
“End of the Summer Party” which 
included a dance, face painting and a 
pizza lunch for all the children at the 
center.  

Thank you to everyone who made 
it out to our “welcome back BBQ and 
campfire” on quite a chilly night a few 
weeks ago. The s’mores were 
delicious and our campfire songs were 
a lot of fun.  

Finally, welcome to all the new 
faces at Kids & Us and we wish the 

best of luck for the children who have 
started kindergarten this year! 

Are you, or is someone you know, 
looking for childcare? Call 51973537
7220 for more information 
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T he Council of the Municipality of 
Arran‐Elderslie are inviting 

written input from electors regarding 
their thoughts and opinion on whether 
the Municipality of Arran‐Elderslie 
continue on with a “Ward” system or 
go to “At Large” system.  

The review of the Electoral Ward 
Boundary Options will come before 
Council at their regular council 
meeting in the Council Chambers, 
Administration Building, 1925 Bruce 
Road 10, Chesley, on Monday, 
November 26th, 2012. 

Written comments will be 
received by the Clerk until 4:30 p.m., 
Monday, November 19th, 2012 via 
email at aeclerk@bmts.com, or fax 
519‐363‐2203, or delivered in person 
to the Administration Building, 1925 
Bruce Road 10, Chesley. 

Addit iona l inf or mat ion or 
questions are available during regular 
office hours by contacting Peggy 
Rouse, Clerk @ aeclerk@bmts.com 
or 519‐363‐3039 Ext 38. 
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This is something I’m still learning, 
but trust me: do the dishes every night 
after you’re done cooking to save 
yourself a headache. 
�� Find a peaceful place to study 

with no distractions. In the 
pharmacy building, there are 
common rooms and there are 
study rooms. The common rooms 
are louder than a circus and the 
study rooms are so dead quiet it’s 
suffocating. While your little 
apartment may be peaceful, you’ll 
get stuck on a YouTube train or a 
never7ending trail of Wiki pages 
and three hours later you still 
haven’t gotten anything done. 
Find your happy medium.  

�� Make time for yourself and make 
time for your friends. All work 
and no play may get you good 
marks, but you’ll be miserable. 
When you graduate, you’re going 
to have the same degree whether 
you had 70’s or 90’s. These really 
are the best years of your life, so 
make the most of them! 

�� There are many ways to do 
everything. Maybe you study 
better in groups, maybe you really 

do your best work the night 
before it’s due. Find what works 
for you and go with it – this goes 
for your major too, don’t be afraid 
to change your program if you 
don’t like where your current one 
is going!  

�� Take advantage of your parents. It 
sounds odd, I know, but that’s 
what parents are for: to support 
you and ensure your success in 
life. Just because you moved out 
doesn’t mean they stop being 
your parents. If you need money, 
ask. If you need help, ask. If you 
need to come home and be away 
from school and that annoying 
guy that sits behind you and 
chews super loudly during the 
whole class, ask. Even if your dad 
already turned your room into a 
gym, I’m sure the couch is still as 
comfy as it’s always been! 

Take as much advice as you can get; 
some of it will help you, but most of it 
you’ll assume doesn’t apply to you. 
And that’s fine, the best way to learn 
is from experience. And remember: 
it’s just school, it’s not the end of the 
world. 
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T here are certain times in a 
person's life that will emerge 

from the halls of our memories and 
cause laughter to erupt as if the event 
happened yesterday.  One of those 
precious moments came to my mind 
recently and it still makes me laugh. 

Many years ago my sister Lynn 
and I were walking home totally 
unaware of the event about to befall 
us.  It started to rain.  Ordinarily this 
wouldn't be a significant experience in 
our life, but there are many adventures 
that begin with a run7of7the7mill 
event. 

The two of us walked slowly 
enjoying the light rain as young 
children do until it started to pour.  
We began to get soaked, so we broke 
into a run trying to get home before 
the storm got worse.  My sister was in 
front of me and to my surprise her 
shorts started to stretch.  They grew 
from mid thigh to her knee in a matter 
of seconds.  I couldn't believe what I 
was seeing and broke into uproarious 

laughter.  Lynn turned to me with a 
confused look on her face and said we 
needed to run faster or her shorts were 
going to fall off. 

The rain started coming down 
harder and her shorts had amazingly 
stretched below the knee.  By this 
time I could hardly run because I was 
laughing so hard.  Lynn was holding 
the waist of her shorts just under her 
chest with both hands and I watched 
incredulously as her shorts grew 
longer with every step into a full7
length pair of pants.  She looked like 
Steve Erkle as she shuffled along 
trying not to trip over them.  By the 
time we made it home she could 
hardly run because the pants had 
stretched beneath her feet. 

To this day I have no idea what 
type of material those shorts were 
made of, but I do look up after the 
first drops of rainfall and hope I'm not 
wearing clothes made of that fabric. 
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“W hat do you know about 
these new devices that 

improve the circulation in your feet?  
Do they work?”  

Well, I didn’t know much about 
them, but have had so many questions 
I thought I’d better look into them.  
Turns out there isn’t a whole lot of 
good data out there and it seems that 
many doctors are also unsure about 
recommending this product. 

Basically, these devices are about 
the size of a bathroom scale which 
you rest your feet on.  When 
activated, electrical stimuli 
are passed to the nerves of 
the feet caus ing the 
surrounding muscles to 
contract and twitch. The 
claim is that this 
i nc r e a s e s  t he 
circulation to the 
lower limbs and 
reduces leg cramps 
by causing the 
muscles to squeeze the 
veins in the lower leg, 
thereby pushing the 
blood back towards the 
heart. These devices 
run about $300. 

In my search for 
information, I first went to the 
product’s website, where they have a 
subheading of Studies & Trials.  In 
this section they describe only one 
trial, but they neglect to mention how 
many people were included in the 
study, a key point in any trial.  They 
also do not mention any control 
group, also important in reliable 
studies.  The website does, however, 
l i s t  “ t e s t i m o n i a l s ”  o r 
recommendations by people who have 
used the product.  It is interesting to 
note that in Australia, the company 
was forced by the regulatory body to 
retract some of their claims on their 
w e b s i t e  
www.c irculat ionbooster .com.au 
par t ic ula r ly w ith res pec t t o 

effectiveness in leg cramps and 
reducing ankle swelling. 

Searching further, I found an 
opinion on a podiatric (specialist in 
foot diseases) website which stated in 
essence that this type of stimulation 
may, possibly, increase the venous 
return, ie. the movement of the “used” 
blood back up to the heart, but will do 
nothing for the arterial system, ie. 
getting “fresh” blood down to the feet.  
The author felt this product may have 
some use in preventing deep vein 

thrombi but would be no more 
effective than a walk around the 
b l o c k .  ( h t t p : / /
podiatric.blogspot.ca/2011/09/does

7circula t ion7 booster7
work7at.html )   
Unfortunately, there is 
precious little other 
information available 
on these products. 

What’s my opinion?  Well, 
those of you that know 

me, know I’m a 
“prove it” kinda girl, 

and unfortunately, I 
just have not seen 

enough evidence to 
convince me. 
Would I use it?  

Probably not.  Although  I understand 
the theory, I think gentle walking will 
do as much for you, and provide other 
health benefits, as well.  (Besides, 
using electrical stimulation to make 
muscles contract reminds me too 
much of experiments we had to 
perform on beheaded frogs in 
anatomy class.) 

So, final opinion?  I’d say if you 
want to give it a try, and spending 
$300 is no hardship for you, then go 
for it.  If it works for you, all the 
better. If not, you could use it as a leg 
weight and improve your circulation 
by doing leg lifts. They are available 
at many pharmacies. 
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T o steal a quote from Queen 
Elizabeth  (November 24, 1992) 

2012 has been an “Annus horribilis” 
for Lindy and I, and the reason for my 
non7appearance on these reputable 
pages of late. 

Lindy suffered some major health 
problems because of a malfunctioning 
heart valve.  Her struggle since 
November of 2011, has been both a 
long and epic one. Now, dear reader, 
there is a proverbial light at the end of 
our shared tunnel, a break in the dark 
clouds of doom that permeated our 
every thought and day as we  dealt 
with issues concerning her condition.  
Now, through the proper medication, 
prayer, diet and restricted salt intake,  
we are seeing our daily routine slowly 
returning to normal. 

Throughout our long ordeal, I 
have come to realize what is really 
important in life. Believe me, the little 
things are not what matter, but only 
minor annoyances or fleet ing 
victories.  The perceived snub by a 
friend, the score of a sporting event, 
the lower than expected mark on a 
test, weather7related inconveniences 
or the missing of a social event pale 

when  juxtaposed with a life7changing 
experience. Whoever coined the 
phrase “don’t sweat the small stuff’ 
must have been related to the prophet 
Job. 

When one looks back on their 
collective past, one does not 
remember who won the league 
championship in a particular sport five 
years ago, or who was at a certain 
party or celebration three years ago. 
No one remembers with clarity who 
tossed their false teeth into the punch 
bowl at the family reunion twelve 
years ago.  These things really are 
“small potatoes” in the greater scheme 
of things; when compared to what 
really matters. 

This is what I learned during our 
“Annus horribilis”: 

Take nothing for granted. I 
rediscovered how much Lindy means 
to me and have again come to 
appreciate all of the little things she 
does on a daily basis to make our 
marriage so meaningful.   

I learned that it just takes a second 
to tell someone close to you that you 
love them and how much they mean to 
you. That second might give that 

someone something to hold on to for a 
life time.  

I learned that the sun isn’t always 
going to shine in our lives, but in the 
rain we find ways to treasure the 
sunshine when it appears again. I 
learned  that prayer really does work 
wonders and that our Saviour is there 
for us in the good times as well as in 
bad and that daily time for the Lord is   
good for all that really ails a person.  
Our spiritual health is every bit as 
important as our physical and mental 
well7being.  

Through our ordeal, I learned  that 
marriage is not for sissies, who turn 
their backs and run at the first sign of 
trouble. Marriage is a commitment. It 
must be worked on continuously and 
there has to be a give and take for no 
one is always right.  Working together 
through good times and bad, for better 
for worse, for richer for poorer, in 
sickness and in health, loving and 
cherishing is really what makes a 
marriage special. 

Above everything, I learned I am 
the luckiest guy in the world. I have 
my Lindy to have and to hold, to 
honour and to cherish this and every 

day. I have learned that through her 
ordeal she is, as one of her surgeons, 
Dr. Forbes, once told her, “Tough 
Stuff”. 

In closing, I would like to share 
our poem “Tough Stuff” with you, 
dear readers. 
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I’m glad to be back, dear readers. 
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L ast month I told you the  first part of the story 
of the five King families that were among the 

first settlers around the Dobbinton Corner. This 
month continues with the other three brothers   

 

'?�7'?�LI9'�GQ���������A6H�
   The second son of this pioneer family was 

another George King.  He first appears on the 1851 
census of Holland Township living beside his wife’s 
parents, the McCann family. On the other side was 
Thomas Clement and his three sons Arthur, Thomas 
William and David.  They each had taken up land 

there and remained for some time but by the time of 
the first Voter’s list for Elderslie (1856) they were 
all in Elderslie.  

George King, his wife Margaret McCann and 
their two boys claimed lot 34 on the Townline 
between Elderslie and Arran but they also owned 
land across the road in Arran where they later lived. 
Margaret’s parents, brother and sisters lived beside 
them. The Clement family settled   about a mile west 
and a mile7and7a quarter south of Dobbinton. 
George King and Margaret McCann had four boys 
and four girls and their family intermarried with the 
Clement family three times.   

 When they were up in years George and 
Margaret King bought a ¾ acre lot on the south side 
in Dobbinton and built a fine red brick house. A 
month later in September 1895  they expanded their 
property by purchasing another ¼ acre.  George built 
a little barn for a horse and cow and Margaret kept a 
few hens and planted a big garden. However George 
only enjoyed one year of retirement. He died   
August 12, 1896 at age 75.  He was the first of the 
brothers to die (except we don’t know about Andrew 
who disappeared into the logging camps of 
Michigan). 

 

"
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The third son of the pioneers Andrew and 

Martha King was Adam King. He married Martha 
Baxter in Ireland when he was 19 years old. Their 
two children, Andrew and Catherine Jane, were born 
before they left Ireland.  Two more boys were born 
before they reached Elderslie in 1855. John, the 
youngest, was just  a babe7in7arms. They settled east 
of the Dobbinton corner on lot 35, Con. 12.  Martha 
died of cancer of the womb   in 1873, age 47. 

Six years later Adam married Jane Hammell.  
Adam was 54 and Jane was 39 although the 
marriage registration said 51 and 36. By that time 
the children from Adam’s first family were grown 
and on their own. Adam King Sr. died on Feb. 17, 
1899. He had been troubled with heart disease for a 
considerable time. While lying in bed ill with 
lagrippa he caught a cold resulting in pneumonia, 
which caused his death.  His obit said he was 75 but 
I think it was more like 79. He was the second 
brother to go ��������'��
�2�
�
������2�������#��
�
��	� '
�
� �
���
��� �������� ���� 
�
������ (from 
obituary in Chesley paper). 

 

7�!?71�LI9'�G���*���B���A��H�
Robert, the youngest son of pioneers Andrew 

and Martha King, was born in Donegal, Ireland. He 
was   about 15 when he came to Elderslie and settled 
on lot 31 Con. 14 with his mother, Martha, and his 
older brother John. On August 5, 1876 when Robert 
was 35 years, old he married Martha Foster, the girl 
next door. Martha was born November 26, 1849 in 
Smith Township before the family came to Elderslie. 
She was the 6th child of Hugh Foster and Elizabeth 
Blackstock who were mentioned in my previous 
article “Where is Fosterton?”  

Robert was a man of temperate habits and highly 
esteemed by his neighbours and all who came in 
contact with him.  
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A ll these items are as they appeared in the 
October 6th, 1954 issue of  the Paisley 

Advocate. 
I thought for a change I’d feature a slightly more 

recent issue than usual, in hopes that a few of our 
��	
� readers would be familiar with the business 
mentioned.  

McArthur  Hardware was featuring guns and 
ammo just in time for hunting season. 

Pickard Hardware had a McClary  range on sale 

for $299.95 while the Paisley Co7Operative had 
Morning Cheer Coffee for $1.19 a pound.  

Matthew’s Rexall Drug Store was having a big 
1¢ Sale. 

Bell’s Grocery Store had California grapes at 2 
lb for 29¢ and chickens for 39¢ a pound. Wow! 

Meanwhile, Stark’s Feed Mill was advertising 
feed—what a surprise; the Paisley Implement 
Company featured I.E.L. (Industrial Engineering 
Ltd) chainsaws. 

The Paisley Feed & Chopping Mill also was 
advertising 7 you guessed it 7 feed, and W. E. 
Theaker’s store had Clarks Meat Sandwich Spread 
(meat spread???)  at 2 for 29¢  as well as men’s 
tweed pants for $5.95. 

Finally, the � Holiday Mid7Nite Show for 
����"�������� at the Roxy Theatre in Chesley was 
��
����
����#���
����"�+����� 7 always a holiday 
favourite!                      
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4����.�� Over 40 local artisans have 
come together to present a show 
based on the harvest theme at Nature's 
Millworks 

��*�<� 7 @�� �9����at the Paisley 
Legion. Friday Oct 05, Come on out 
and have some fun! Wings Available 
at 6pm / Meat Roll after 8pm 

��*� <� 7 !�����
�����������on  
Friday, October 5, 2012 at the 
Chesley Community Centre, 129 7 4th 
Ave., Chesley 

��*� 6� 7 Paisley Farmers Market 
ends season with '�����4�����4����� 

��*� ��� 	� ��� 7 Open Houses 
entitled “=�� � 1���� $��� ������

���O����9������@����”, Wed., Oct. 
10 and Thurs., Oct. 11, from 11 AM 
to 7 PM both days, at the Chesley 
Community Centre, 129 4th Ave. SE, 
Chesley – presented by the Arran7
Elderslie Nuclear Waste Management 
Organization 

��*� �(� 7 $��������� !������

������ "#�������� 
��� Join us at 
$����&�� !��� ���� '����� All coffee 
proceeds from this day to be donated 
to: Metastatic Breast Cancer Network. 

��*� �(� 7 the !��+� 4������ will 
be performing at the Chesley Bijou 
Theatre on Sat. Oct. 13 at 7:30. 
Tickets are available at Chesley 
Library. 

��*��B� 7 The O������������ ���

�������� is hosting an evening of 
music featuring 'Midnite Harmony' 
Sunday Oct. 14, 7:30 P.M., Adm. 
$10. Refres hme nts. Ever yone 
Welcome. Proceeds to the Mission & 
Service Fund. 

��*� �B�7 ���.����������#�� at 
Cedar Rail Camp, Scone, on Sunday 
Oct. 14 at 5:30 pm. Ham & scalloped 
potato dinner, bluegrass/country 
gospel music, square dancing, clowns, 
puppets, skits. Tickets $15 for adults, 
children under 12 free. Call 51973537

1229 to reserve. 
��*� ��� 7 �������� ��������

meeting, in old council chambers at 
Legion 

��*� ��� 7 The !���� ��������
'������ ���� ;����� and the !����

'���� !����� ��� ���� ��������
'������ ���� ;����� will hold a 
joint meeting in the Bruce County 
Museum & Cultural Centre at 1:30 
p.m. 

��*� ��� 7 Back Eddies presents 

7�������������
��*��D�7 �����#����������at the 

Paisley Legion, Sat., Oct 27 • 9 pm to 
1 am 7 mus ic by D yna mic 
Entertainment,  $10 at the door, 
Prizes for Best Costumes,  Lunch 
Provided 

��*� �D� 7 St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church 2nd "���������.����
�����, 
Saturday Oct. 27 at Klages Mill. 
Enjoy a delicious, rich hearty stew 
dinner, complete with a live and silent 
auction, while supporting St. Mark’s 
Shepherd Program, assisting LOCAL 
FAMILIES in the Bruce and Grey 
area since 2002. Tickets are $10 each 
and $5 for ages 12 and under.  Take 
out is also available.  Last year this 
was a sold out event, so be sure to get 
your t ic kets ear ly to avoid 
disappointment! Available at Country 
Squire Printery in Chesley, or from 
Cathy and Gary Lund 519735374655, 
or Yvonne Witzke  519736370742. 
This is a “Faith Life Matching Grant” 
Project. If  you would like to sponsor 
this event or donate a gift for the 
auct ion, we w ould be most 
appreciative—please contact Cathy 
Lund 

��*� ��� 7 7����� !���� 
������ at 
Knox United Church, Pais ley 
SUNDAY OCTOBER 28. Dinner 
served from 5:00 – 7:00 P: M. Tickets 
– Adults $13, Children (6 – 10 yrs) 
$7, Children (5 & Under) Free. 

Tickets available from Jim McGregor 
@ 519735375888 or Dale Steinhoff @ 
519735377202. Sponsored by Paisley 
Pastoral Charge United Church. 

��*� ��� 7 �������� $����
%�������  Sunday, October 28 [ 1:00 
pm 7 7:00 pm Chesley Community 
Centre M.C. Dave Chittick [ 
Admission $5 Hot Roast Beef Dinner 
$8 Sponsored by Chesley Agricultural 
Society for Info.  phone 51973537
5945 

9�.*� (� 7 !���� �������
���������� ;����� Annual General 
Meeting Saturday, November 3rd in 
the Chesley Community Centre. 
Tickets must be purchased in advance 
from one of the reps or executive 
members. The speaker is James 
Laxer, talking on two heroes of the 
War of 1812 71814, Tecumseh and 
Brock 

9�.*� 6� 7 Back Eddies presents 

7������"���� 
9�.*�D�7 Fashion historian Wendy 

Tomlinson from Owen Sound will 
come to the 1�������� ������

$����� to give a presentation 
ent it le d “7���� �� �� 4����� �8��

������� � ��� ���� @��� ,����” from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m.  Refreshments will 
be served after the presentation. Cost  
is $7 
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!���� ������� '������ ����
;������ meetings are held in the 
Bruce County Museum & Cultural 
Centre generally the second Monday 
of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the 
winter and 7:00 p.m. April through 
October.  

Starting in October, Seniors  play 
;����������� upstairs at the arena, 
Monday at 1pm and ���-���!�#��� , 
upstairs at the arena, Tuesday at 1pm 

=� ���� ?����� 9� ���  7 every 
Monday from the Monday after 
Labour Day to end of May at 7:15 pm 
sharp at the Paisley Legion. Everyone 
welcome. 
;��������������!���+��������=� ����
�very Monday from 10:00 am to 
11:30 am 

�������� 	� 
���*� �������� ���
�������� meets the 1st & 3rd 
Thursdays of the month at 7:30 pm in 
the old Council Chambers (in the 
basement) at the Legion—�������� ���

;�-�������

�������� ���-����� "�:�������
meets the 2nd Tuesday of every 
month at 1:30 pm in the common 

room of the Cormack Terrace 
apartments. 

��������7���������� meets every 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.   

�������� '���-� ��� "��������
"��������  meets every Tuesday at 
the United Church at 8:00 p.m.  

;�--����'���-������-��-���#����
���+�����&��are held the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month in Kincardine, the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month in Hanover. 
Everyone welcome. For more 
information call (519) 65279437.  

4��������-� �������!���+�– this 
ministry for ladies runs on the third 
Tuesday of every month from 9:30 – 
11:30 a.m. at Immanuel Missionary 
Church  

;�����5�� <<R� =������� � 7 runs 
on the last Tuesday of every month 
starting at 12 noon at Immanuel 
Missionary Church  

���������������������meets on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 
9:00 at Knox United Church. New 
choristers, women and men from high 
school age and better, are always 
welcome. Please call Helen Crysler at 
519735374017 for more information. 

���+ ����� � at  t he Sc one 
Schoolhouse, the 3rd Wed. of the 
month, at 7:30 PM Every one 
welcome to join the fun. Contact 
Clare: 519793471351 for more info. 

Regular =� ���� $����� � is held�
on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 
Executive meets at 6:30 pm, General 
Membership at 7 pm. No meeting 
July or August. Legion Bar Hours: 
Thurs. 378pm / Friday 3711pm / Sat 37
8pm  

��������7�����5�������meetings 
are held the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
from 7:00 to 9:00 pm at the Paisley 
Library. 

"�>������� ;������ ��� '����

!���� ���� �.��� ;�--���� '���-�
meets 1st Wednesday of every month 
at 1:30 at Grace United Church, 
Hanover, and the 2nd Wednesday of 
every month, at 1:30 at Southampton 
United Church. 17800726579013. 

"@"9"� L ��� � � ���� a t 
Immanuel Missionary Church starts 
on Wed. September 28th, 2011 7 for 
more info please contact: Immanuel 
EM Church (519) 35375270 or 
AWANA Commander: Dan McCaw 
(519) 36376842 

�������� ���� 
������� L������ 
meet 1st and 3rd Thursday each month.  

 =� ����=������"�:. meeting 1st 
Thursday each month 7 pm. 

�������������������
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�A�� copies are distributed ��

� ��� �����
 to Paisley and its Rural Routes, 
R.R. 1 & 2 Dobbinton, R.R. 2 & 3 Chesley, R.R. 1 & 2 Cargill, & in stores in 
the Paisley Area  or by Paid Subscription $26.00 (includes GST) per year.  
Editor: Craig Budreau; Co7editor: Mary Ellen Budreau; Proofreading: Jennifer 
Speckhard, Writers: Diane Eaton, Sandra Blodgett, Melissa Kanmacher; 
Advertising: Jen Harris.       

1�����������"�.������
�*��*�!�:�<DA������������9*��9�'��9�,  

<�A�(<(�<D�D�(Craig), or email: ��.����/����*�� 
For Advertising email (Jen) design@keylimecreative.ca 
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$����������������
GI��������?.�� �����H 
307 Balaklava St. Paisley 

35375270 
immanuelemc@bmts.com 

Rev. Tony Geense 
Service: ��8(���� 

��  Sunday School every Sunday 
morning starting at 9:30 a.m. – 
classes for all ages  

�� Worship Services begin at 10:30 
a.m. every Sunday Morning 

�� There will be a Junior Church 
ministry provided for children 
ages 1 – 5 yrs. during the 
Worship Service  

�� Prayer Meeting 6:30 p.m. Sunday 
Evenings  

O������������
399 Goldie St.  Paisley 

35375278 
knoxunited@bmts.com 
twitter.com/Knoxunited 

 

Rev. Tim Reaburn  

Worship Service at 10:45 a.m. with 
Sunday School during service.   

 

Sanctuary is wheelchair accessible. 

!�-������������
288 Church Street, Paisley 

Lay Pastors 
Service:  Sunday���8�������

with Sunday School  
during service 

www.paisleybaptist.org 

"� �����������
G1����������������"�������H 
Now gathering at Knox United 

Church, on Goldie St. in Paisley  
Sunday mornings 9:30 am  

except Joint Services the 1st Sunday 
of the month see ���������������

�	
����
������'����#�for details 

Rev. Carrie Irwin 

�������������������
G@������������;�*�����&���

������������� �H�

@����������8�
260 Queen St. S, Paisley 

Sunday morning worship 10:00 am 
with Sunday School & Nursery 

;�*�����&�8 CR # 15, Glammis 
Sunday morning worship 11:30 am 

with Sunday School 
westminster.stpaul@bmts.com 
Rev. Shelly Butterfield7Kocis  

519735376020 
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T hank you to all volunteers, 
community members and the 

following generous Paisley and South 
Bruce sponsors & donors for helping 
to make  Kincardine & Area 
SuperWalk for Parkinson’s 2012 such 
a great success!  
�� N. E. Hagedorn & Sons Ltd.  (S) 
�� Germania Mutual Insurance (S) 
�� Jo7anne’s Window Fashions 
�� Paisley Foodtown 
�� Hope & Leader Insurance 
�� Gay Lea Foods 
�� Armtec/Agriculture 
�� Joannie’s Fashions 
�� McCullough Fuels 
�� Thompson Bros. Furniture Ltd. 

1���+�,���

"����

I n loving memory of a dear 
husband, father and grandfather, 

Rex Acton, who passed away 
October 19, 2007. 

 

?.���������������������#����
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1��� �������������������.���������

;���������������������.���������.�������*�
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A nn Fauchon & Frank Wells are 
tickled to announce their first 

child together … Phoebe Beatrice 
Olive Wells, was lovingly welcomed 
by her siblings, Kate, Arlo, and 
Oscar. Born at 9:20 a.m., Sept. 20, 
2012, at their home in Paisley. 
Special thanks to the Midwives of 
Grey Bruce and to our friends Karen 
Kimpel and Dieter Niemeier for their 
support and encouragement. 

!������W e are deeply saddened to 
announce the peaceful passing 

of our dear Dad, Ross, on Thursday, 
September 6th, 2012 at Grey Bruce 
Health Services, Southampton, 
Ontario, in his 93rd year. Predeceased 
by his loving wife Mary (2000). Ross 
is survived by his children, Joanne 
(Steve Coulson), Sandra (David 
Allen), Ken, and Barry (Joanne 
Bourke); his granddaughters Karen 
and Jennifer; and, his great 
grandchildren, Aidan and Grace. He 
will also be missed by his sister, 
Frances Stark, his brother Douglas 
Ellis, and his many nieces and 
nephews. Predeceased by his sister 
Margaret and his brothers Stan, 
James and Lawrence. 

Ross was born in Paisley, Ontario 
on August 9,1920 to the late James 
Ellis and Margaret Stanley. During 
WWII, he proudly served his country 
from 194071945 as an airframe 
me c ha nic  w ith t he  R C A F, 
remustering to air gunner in 1943. He 
also served with the RAF, 158 
Squadron. After the war, Ross and 
Mary settled in Toronto, moving to 
Willowdale in 1953. He moved to 
Elgin Lodge in Port Elgin, Ontario in 
December, 2011. He was a member 
of UA Local 46, Air Gunners 
Association, Aircrew Association, 
RCAF Wing 408 and 437, and the 
Royal Canadian Legion 527. Ross 
was an avid sports fan and 
particularly enjoyed watching Maple 
Leafs, Blue Jays and the CFL. 

A short  graveside service will 
took place Friday Sept. 14th at 
Starkvale Cemetery, followed by a 
reception at the T.A. Brown Paisley 
Chapel. 

We would like to thank the 
dedicated staff at both Elgin Lodge 
and the Southampton Hospital for 
taking such great care of our Dad. A 
special thank you to our cousin Linda 
Thompson for all of her help and 
support these last few months. 

In lieu of flowers donations to the 
Canadian Diabetes Association, the 
Sa uge e n Me mor ia l H os pit a l 
Foundation or a charity of your 
choice would be appreciated by the 
family. 

M e m o r i a l  o n l i n e  a t 
www.tabrownfuneralhome.com 

%����7����?������

P eacefully on Wednesda y, 
September 12th, 2012 at the 

Sa uge e n Me mor ia l H os pit a l 
Southampton, in his 87th year. 
Charlie, of Port Elgin and formerly of 
Bruce Township. Loving husband of 
the late Isabel “Peg” (nee Acton). 
Beloved Dad of Marilyn and her 
husband Roger Whetstone, Kathy 
Clouthier and Chris McCaw, Connie 
and her husband Dave Grieve, and 
Gail and her husband Bruce Ashton. 
Proud Grandpa of Terry and Sue, 
Scott and Catherine, Jim and Sam, 
Mike, Lindsay & Gabe, Stacey and 
Wade, and Jessie and Tyler. Great7
Grandpa of Brad, Nick, Laura, 
Matthew, Gracelyn, Gage, Rosalye, 
Blair and Amanda and James, Avery, 
and Parker. Great7Great Grandpa of 
Angela. Special friend of Mary 
Graham. Dear brother7in7law of Eva 
and Jim Crawford, Mary Acton, 
Gordon and Reita Tanner and Sandra 
Acton. 

A funeral service was held in the  
T.A. Brown Funeral Home Port Elgin 
chapel on Friday, September 14th, 
2012  with the Rev. Janet MacDonald 
officiating.  

Interment to take place at 
Sanctuary Park Cemetery. 

Memorial donations to the 
Wesley United Church or the Saugeen 
Memorial Hospital Foundation would 
be appreciated by the family. 
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The Royal Canadian Legion Paisley 
Branch 295 7������ �� "����������
����� (upstairs) Great for parties 
of  100 people or less. Bartender 
provided. For information and 
bookings please call Dorothy 
Smibert 519735374155. or the Legion 
at 519735375444 during Open Hours  

���-�@������ �Need extra "dough"? 
We are looking for someone 
permanent part time to work in cafe. 
Must have some service related 
experience. Drop off resume to Big 
Dipper Bakery Cafe. 

"������������

�"I;=?,��O7=I9'��=O!�

��������(�7?'I;17"1I�9�
Men’s – Before Christmas – tentative 
start date: 1st week of November/12 
Ladies, Men’s & Mixed  – After 
Christmas – tentative start date: 1st 
week of January/13 
Please call to register by contacting 
either:  Ed Maxwell – 519735373194 
or Susan Parker – 519735375337 
More information on fees etc. to 
follow. Looking forward to seeing 
you in the upcoming season! 

Since his brother John was 
farming the home place, Robert 
bought the Foster farm from his father
7in7law and  lived there the rest of his 
life. They had 12 children but two 
died as infants. Robert King Sr. died 
of heart failure while taking a nap on 
April 20, 1911.   He was 70, the 
youngest age of any of the other 
brothers and the last to die. 

You might ask how I found out 
all this information about the Kings 
when there are no descendants living 
at Dobbinton today. It’s amazing what 
is on the Internet today! 

   Adam King’s oldest son from 
his second marriage had the 
interesting name of Bismarck King. 
He went to Chicago where he worked 
for the Chicago Record Herald  and in 
1936 wrote a short history of what he 
remembered about his King family. A 
genealogy friend of mine in Australia  
found it posted on a  web site when I 
was researching the King family,  so 
she forwarded it to me. The 
information in it made it possible for 
me to put together the five branches 

of the King Family at Dobbinton  
Following are a few excerpts:   
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(from grandfather Bismarck King, 
written on March 19, 1936). 
 

 The complete history written by 
Bismarck King and the names of all 
known descendants of these families 
is recorded in “The First Families of 
Dobbinton” which is available at 
Natures Mill Works in Paisley or 
from the author. 

Mary MacKay’s Window on the Past  
(continued from page 12 ) 
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"�;�� ���'����
by Wesley Horton 

T he sun reflects off the water as I 
paddle down the Saugeen. A 

fish jumps, a heron takes off on silent 
wings. There's nothing unusual 
here. Then, all of a sudden, as I look 
down into the murky depths, I see a 
long dark shadow pass under my 
canoe.  

What could it be? It's way too big 
to be a sturgeon. All I can think of is 
Saugie, the legendary river creature. 
But maybe it was my imagination. I 
see another fish jump, then, in midair, 
I see the same creature that was under 

my canoe, leap up and catch the fish.  
There is no question now, that 

was Saugie! It was almost exactly like 
a picture I have seen. Then Saugie 
disappears into the water.  

While I am still recovering from 
my surprise, Saugie leaps in an arc, 
over my canoe, and lands back in the 
water. Unbelievably, when Saugie 
sailed over me she dropped a large, 
perfectly intact, trout into my canoe!  

Back home, after a nice trout 
dinner , I thought about how 
kind Saugie must be. 

;�� ����������7����M�
by Emily Cormack 

S upporters of democracy gathered 
on Sunday, September 16, for a 

delicious potluck supper and a chance 
to discuss ways to make the Canadian 
electoral system more effective.  This 
was one of Fair Vote Canada’s 
“Democracy Dinners” being held as 
part of the Democracy Week 
celebrations.  The dinner was held at 
the home of Fran & Tony McQuail 
near Lucknow. 

After supper there was a 
discussion of the short comings of the 
current “first past the post” or “winner 
take all system”.  Concerns raised 
included the fact that over half the 
votes cast in elections count for no 
representation. The seats held by 
political parties in Parliament do not 
reflect they way Canadians voted.   
Political parties regularly lack MP’s 
from regions where they received 
significant support but won no seats.  
This makes it difficult to form 
governments and oppositions that can 
effectively represent the interests 
across Canada.  It often results in 
����
��&�=���������
��#
����which, 
with less than a 50% support, get 
100% control of Parliament. 

In Fair Voting Systems each vote 
ca s t c ount s e qua lly t owa r d 

representation and the political parties 
in the  parliament or legislature have 
MP’s in proportion to how the people 
actually voted on election day. It 
would increase minority Government 
and coalition stability around policies 
that a majority of Canadians support.  
There would be no reward to calling 
snap elections as a small increase in 
popular support could not translate 
into a massive '�����#�=������ 

Fair Vote Canada is launching a 
lesson plan including slides, activities 
and teacher coaching via YouTube. 
The lesson was developed for use in 
Ontario Grade 10 Civics classes but 
can be adapted for younger groups 
and is suitable for any adult group.  
Joyce Hall is the contact person for 
the project and can be reached at  
joyce.hall4@gmail.com.  A series of 
short video’s and information 
resources can also be found at 
www.fairvote.ca. 

At the end of the evening Art 
Wiebe and Janice McKean agreed to 
host another Democracy Dinner on 
Sunday, November 11 at their farm, 
The Ark, near Tiverton.  All are 
welcome. 
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