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O n Tuesday January 17th over 200 
people from the Paisley and 

Chesley areas filled the gymnasium at 
Chesley Community School for the 
final public meeting regarding the 
Accommodation Review of Paisley 
Ce ntra l Sc hool and C hes le y 
Community School.  

A motion was made at the 
September 20th BWDSB meeting to 
convert the Chesley school from a JK 
– Grade 12 school to a JK to Grade 8 
school and close Paisley Central 
School in June 2018. Arran,Elderslie 
C ounc il ,  c once r ne d pa re nts , 
grandparents and residents from both 
communities have rallied to save their 
schools. Countless hours have been 
spent to come up with various 
proposals to convince school Trustees 
why they should vote against the 
BWDSB motion. 

At the meeting on January 17th, 
14 different speakers presented 
information, proposals and heartfelt 
opinions.  

Sarah Raynsford, a Chesley 
Community School Grade 11 student, 
asked why she was being punished for 
choosing Chesley as her school. She 
provided details about her education 
and the opportunities that she receives 
at ‘her’ school, Chesley.  

Tessa Bainborough, a student at 
Owen Sound District Secondary 
School, spoke about the myth that 
there are more opportunities for 
students at larger schools. She pointed 
out how you are merely one of a large 
number of students who vie for fewer 
spots. She stated that the BWDSB’s 
proposed plan is not a ‘student,

centered approach’.  
Luke Elder presented facts and 

figures showing that once the 
proposed changes are made in Paisley 
and Chesley, Chesley Community 
School will still have a fiscal deficit 
and be forced into another ARC 
process.  

Craig Reid spoke about the effects 
of ending the successful agriculture 
program in Chesley. He talked about 
the rise in the agri,food industry in 
Ontario and Canada and how this 
specific program (recognized by the 
University of Guelph) in Chesley 
provides students with very strong 
educational building 
blocks.  

Melodie McClure 
spoke about the positive 
effects of going to 
school in a small 
community. 

Chr is Peabody, 
Brockton Councillor, 
re minded B WDSB 
Superintendents and 
Trustees that the Watson 
Report was flawed and 
outdated. Important school closing 
decisions should never be made with 
this type of information.  

Ma y o r  P a u l Ea g le s o n’ s 
presentation highlighted the five year 
lease agreement that they are willing 
to assume with the BWDSB for two 
classrooms at PSC. He spoke about 
the importance to the residents and 
students to keep the school open.  

Bruce County Warden Mitch 
Twolan and CAO Kelley Coulter 
provided the results from the peer 

r e v ie w  tha t  B r uc e  C o un ty 
commissioned from SHS Consulting. 
An independent peer review was 
conducted on the 2014 Watson & 
A s s o c i a t e s  L o n g  T e r m 
Accommodation Strategy Report. This 
report is what the BWDSB bases 
many of their school reviews from. It 
should come as no surprise that the 
review found that the Watson Report 
is out of date and has made no 
reference at all to the Bruce Power 
Main C omponent Replacement 
Program and its economic impacts to 
this area including Paisley and 
Chesley. 

Kim Grant, PCS SCC 
Chair, stated that the 5 
minutes that she was 
allowed to speak at the 
meeting on behalf of the 
students, represented 
just 2.1 seconds for each 
the 142 students. She 
expressed her criticism 
of how the BWDSB had 
not handled themselves 
in good faith throughout 
the ARC process. She 

talked about missing documents on the 
Board’s website that had been 
forwarded to them from members of 
the Paisley ARC committee. Kim also 
spoke out about the verbal assault by 
BWDSB Director of Education, Steve 
Blake, towards Becky Maus, a 
member of the Paisley ARC at an 
earlier public meeting.  

Sarah Pedersen did an amazing 
presentation of the effects on a student 
when their school closes and they are 
forced to relocate to a new school. She 

spoke about how students with special 
needs are disadvantaged further by 
these changes, the effects on parents 
who only have one vehicle that is 
being used by the working parent or 
no vehicle at all. When that parent 
receives a call from the school to pick 
up their child because they are ill, the 
difficulties that they will have 
travelling to the school located in 
another town. Sarah had a number of 
different viewpoints from a child’s 
perspective that result when an 
undesirable situation of a school 
closure enters into their very young 
lives. 

Alicia Gibbons gave a very heart 
warming and emotional presentation 
of what the people of Paisley had 
accomplished since this ARC was 
imposed on us last September. She 
spoke of the hard work by many 
individuals and the ingenuity that had 
transpired with many great ideas 
evolving. Alicia asked all of the 
Trustees in attendance to rise and told 
them how lucky they were to have 
such strong, hard working people 
provide them with very pertinent data 
and answers to help them make such a 
difficult decision. She said as a 
businesswoman, she could only wish 
that these kinds of people were 
available to her. At the conclusion of 
Alicia’s presentation there was a 
standing ovation from the audience. 

Paul Crysler presented findings 
about the population as well as the 
work force at Bruce Power and how it 
will grow once the MCR Project at 
Bruce Power ramps up. 
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A s the Accommodation Review 
process for the Paisley Central 

School and the Chesley Community 
School winds down, I would like 
commend everyone from the 
community for their amazing effort. 
When this process began, Ron Motz, 
Chairperson of the BWDSB said that 
if these schools were to be saved, the 
communities would have to prove the 
Board’s data is flawed. The Board 
administration also indicated that 
concrete proposals to address the 
financial shortcomings of the schools 
would be critical in reversing the 
proposed closures. The suggestion of 
community partnerships has been 
often promoted by the Board. 

At the local level, there has been a 
relentless effort to satisfy those Board 
directives. The following is a brief 
synopsis of the local proposals and 
findings. 
�� Arran,Elderslie Council proposes 

to lease two classrooms for 
community use. This will increase 
school revenue and should 
eliminate operating deficits for 
the next 5 years. We feel that this 
is the exact type of partnership 
that the Board is seeking. 

�� A proposal has been made to 
reconfigure the bus routes so that 
the students who live closer to 
Paisley will be bussed there. This 
reduces students’ ride times and 
would add an additional 38 
students to PCS. This stand,alone 
c ha nge  w ould move  the 
occupancy rate beyond review 
parameters. 

��  It is proposed that the Board 
seriously review the independent 
demographic documents provided 
and presented by Dale Buhr, Pat 
Kelly, Paul Crysler and the 
County of Bruce at the ARC 
meeting of January 17th. Each 
report uses different approaches 
and parameters , but each 
confidently projects that the 
Bruce Power expansion will result 
in significant growth in our area 
which will result in PCS being at 
capacity within the next 5 years. 

�� It is proposed that the school 

review be shelved for a minimum 
of 5 years so that the anticipated 
increase in enrollment can be 
confirmed. 

�� That the toll the school’s closure 
will have on the student’s well,
being, particularly those with 
special needs, must be seriously 
investigated. There are numerous 
unsettling scenarios being put 
forth that will negatively impact 
our kids when they attend a 
school in another town. How can 
these family crises be mitigated? 
Be it proposed that the BWDSB 
take a serious look at these social 
implications. Furthermore the 
only subsidized daycare in Paisley 
will close because it is located at 
PCS. 

�� The Minister of Education, Mitzi 
Hunter, has stated that the 
recommended bussing distance 
should be no more than 10km for 
an elementary student and no 
more than 20 km for a secondary 
s tude nt . With t he Boar d 
proposing to increase the ride 
times for our children, this 
contradict ion needs to be 
addressed. 

�� It is proposed that the BWDSB 
accept the offers of local 
tradespersons to address the 
required building upgrades 
required at PCS. Accepting these 
generous offers will result in 
significant savings for the Board. 

On their own merit, three of these 
proposals should guarantee the future 
of  P C S, how e ve r  if  f ul ly 
implemented, the case to keep our 
school open is overwhelming. Anyone 
who attended the meeting in Chesley 
on Jan. 17th had to be in awe of the 
compassion and the evidence that was 
conveyed. We have proved that 
Board’s data is flawed, we have 
proposed a partnership which will 
eliminate the immediate financial 
concerns and we have displayed a 
community strength and compassion 
that cannot be ignored. 

Well done Paisley! Well done 
Arran,Elderslie! 
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I  always look forward to the arrival 
of the Paisley Advocate. It seems 

that there are far more interesting 
events happening in Paisley than 
occur in my city of 50,000, but then 
I’ve always been proud of my 
hometown and somewhat biased. 

I admire all the individuals and 
groups who keep this small town 
vibrant and interesting. I enjoy the 
articles of  ‘times past” and 
congratulate the Fullerton’s for 
establishing a (grocery) store with 
such a wide array of goods. The 

Treasure Chest Museum is well worth 
a visit too. 

The Saugeen River, now a venue 
for various events, was for me, a 
forbidden place to swim! 

We look forward to our annual 
Fall Fair visit, but only wish we could 
find accommodation in Paisley (one 
with fewer stairs). Such are the 
Golden Years, but they do bring back 
special memories of growing up in the 
small village of Paisley. 
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Pat Kelly and Dale Buhr each did 

their presentations centered around 
their document entitled ‘History Will 
Repeat Itself , Be Ready!’. This 
lengthy report contains compelling 
data showing how the Village of 
Paisley grew from a population of 749 
in 1970 to 1,049 by 1982 after the 
announcement of Ontario Hydro’s 
Construction Project. It also shows 
how PCS grew to have 272 students 
enrolled by 1983. The source of the 
data comes from reports prepared by 
external consultants at that time. A 
copy of the report was mailed to each 
Trustee as well as Superintendents 
Blake and Cummings. Pat ended his 
pr e se nta t ion by t e ll ing the 
Superintendants and Trustees in 
attendance “Let us help you make it 
work. A storm is coming and you’d 
better be ready”. 

As stated earlier, this was the final 
public meeting. The next step in the 
process is that the BWDSB will 
prepare an ‘Initial Staff Report’. On 
February 7th, the Initial Staff Report 
will be presented at a BWDSB 
meeting in Chesley starting at 7pm.   

On February 28th there will be 
special BWDSB meeting in Chesley 
at 7pm. Delegations will have one last 
time to speak after the initial staff 
report has been released. Anyone 
wishing to speak at this meeting must 
have their name submitted no later 
than February 21st.  

On April 4th, the Final Staff 
Report will be issued at another 
BWDSB meeting in Chesley starting 
at 7pm. The Trustees will vote on the 
BWDSB recommendation on April 
18th at a meeting in Chesley starting 
at 7pm. 

For myself, as a lifelong resident 
of Paisley, I am filled with 
overwhelming pride for the hard work 

done by so many individuals both 
here and in Chesley. The BWDSB’s 
Vision statement reads ‘Preparing Our 
Students Today for the World Of 
Tomorrow’. I can’t help but think that 
we have done just that, prepared our 
students today by working to keep 
PCS open so that they get the best 
start to be ready for the world of 
tomorrow.  

The fate of PCS lies with our 
elected Trustees. Let’s keep our 
fingers and toes crossed that they vote 
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The public input portion of the 
Accommodation Review process is 
now complete. The next crucial dates 
regarding the fate of our local schools 
are: 
�� The Preliminary Final Staff 

Report will be presented at the 
Committee of the Whole Board 
Meeting on Tuesday, February 7, 
2017, 7:00 p.m. at the Bluewater 
District School Board Education 
Centre, Chesley.      

�� A Special Board Meeting for 
a c c o m m o d a t io n  r e v i e w 
delegations will be held Tuesday, 
February 28, 2017, 7:00 p.m. at 
the Bluewater District School 
Board Education Centre, Chesley. 

��  The Final Staff Report will be 
presented at the Committee of the 
Whole Board Meet ing on 
Tuesday, April 4, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 
at the Bluewater Education 
Centre, Chesley. 

��  The �� ��� ������ � will be 
announced at the Regular 
Meeting of the Board on 
Tuesday, April 18, 2017, 7:00 
p.m. at the Bluewater Education 
Centre, Chesley. 

W hen the winter winds blow 
cold and snow streams in 

off Lake Huron, it’s hard not to 
dream of palm trees and turquoise 
waters. If you’re not heading south 
this winter, take heart: at least the 
Paisley Advocate took a trip to a 
tropical paradise.  

John and Lynda Alpaugh took 
the Advocate along as they 
celebrated their 40th Anniversary 
on Waikiki Beach, Honolulu. 

———♦———�
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M y wife and I are new residents 
to Pais ley. As retired seniors we 

have no children attending Pais ley 

Central School.  
However, as parents of three adult 

children, 6 grandchildren, and 2 great 
grandchildren, we have considerable 

experience with all levels of the 
educational system, from kindergarten 

to univers ity undergrad and post 
graduate studies. 

We believe that the investment we 

make collectively in education pays 
dividends many times the dollars 

spent.  Indeed, educ ation is the 
foundation of our culture and our 

country.  In that regard the true value 
of a school isn't easily quantif ied in 

purely economic terms. 
With those points in view, I arrive 

at the reason for this letter : The 

board’s proposal to close Pais ley 
Central School.  

It is the opinion of many in the 
community that the Pais ley Central 

School, can't be considered only on the 
merit of the education it provides.  The 

school is more than just important, it is 

perhaps a vital part of the community.  
Pais ley is a remarkable small 

village.  More than that, Pais ley is a 
vibrant, active, proud community.  

Like all small communities, Pais ley 
struggles to maintain itself, and 

maintain its character and appeal.  
Doing so requires that we offer the 

kinds of essential services residents 

need.  
The trustees must be aware that 

having a local school is critically 
important to the families if Paisley, 

especially those with small school 
aged children.  The proximity of home 

and school is very relevant to anyone 
with transportation challenges.  Safety 

and security of children is an obvious 

and major concern. 
T h e  P a is le y  Ch a m b e r  o f 

Co mm erc e f ac es  th e on go ing 
challenge of promoting business in the 

community.  Maintaining the exiting 
business base, and expanding the 

commercial potential of Pais ley to 
attract new business is a complicated, 

never ending task. 

Members of the Chamber will 
certainly know, Pais ley will become a 

less attractive place to do business if 
Pais ley Central School is closed.  

Without a school, their job will be an 
even greater challenge. 

In point of fac t, Pais ley is 
growing. The expansion of Home 

Hardware, scheduled to begin in 2017 

will likely attract the attention of other 
commercial interests.  In addition the 

expans ion of fac ilities at Bruce 
Nuclear site has already brought a 

company related to that long term 
program, and related jobs to town. 

The prospec ts  for  a new ly 

invigorated business environment in 

Pais ley has never been more positive.  
Closing the Paisley Central School 

now, in the face of this changing 
bus iness  environment is s imply, 

unwise, perhaps even foolish.  
As Pais ley attracts more residents, 

especially families w ith children, the 
t r u s t e e s  m ig h t ,  o n  f u r t h e r 

consideration see the error of closing 

this integral part of the community.  
Put aside for a moment issues 

related to busing kids to distant 
schools, over winter roads. While this 

health and safety concern is not 
ins ignif icant, it could be secondary to 

other matters. 
D o u b t le s s ly ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s 

motivation for proposing to close 

Pais ley Central School is financial. In 
the narrow confines of a f inancial 

statement, such a decision might seem 
rational.  However, and this is key to 

keeping the school open, there are 
other costs to consider which may not 

be reflected in the current numbers. 
There is little doubt that if Pais ley 

Central School were closed, it would 

have a negative impact on the 
community. How much impact is 

diff icult to estimate, but there will be 
an impact to be sure. 

How ever, there is  a hidden 
potential cost the trustees should 

carefully consider before coming to a 

final decis ion.  The upsw ing in interest 
in Pais ley as a place to do bus iness is a 

harbinger of things to come. Within a 
few  years,  as  a renew ed and 

invigorated community, Paisley will 
need a school.  

Should those circumstances come 
to pass, what then will the cost be to 

reopen the facility, assuming it has not 

be sold or demolished? 
While the trustees must consider 

the economics of the matter, I feel it 
im p ort a n t th a t t h ey s e e t he 

implic ations of their choic es by 
looking beyond the numbers.  Electing 

to close Pais ley Central School isn't 
just a matter of accounting, it is much 

more. 

Pais ley is a strong, res ilient 
community with a long distinguished 

history. There is also the promise of a 
great future. 

One only need drive through the 
village to see that community spir it is 

very much in evidence.  Citizens have 
rallied in a sustained, impassioned 

effort to save the school. 

Suc h spir it is inspir ing and 
inductive of something much more.  

T h e  e n t ir e  c o m m u n it y  w e l l 
understands the consequences if the 

school should be closed.  
In summary, Paisley needs the 

Pais ley Central School, for the future 

of the community and the children of 
Pais ley today and tomorrow. 
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T he Bluewater District School 
Board is typical of many boards 

serving rura l communit ies in 

Ontario, faced with the unenviable 
position of being forced to comply 
with the Ministry of Education 

“Pupil Accommodation Review 
Guidelines.” While our examples 
refer specifically to the actions of the 

Bluewater Board in dealing with the 
Paisley Central School, they are used 
only as an example, as the issue in 

Paisley is being felt in many 
communities in Ontario. 

The Ministry, that you hold 

responsibility for, issued these 
guidelines requiring Boards to look 
at “pupil accommodation” , “for 

benefits to students” to bring 
students together to offer “a better 
educational experience”. The review 

specifically excludes the impact on 
communities of closing schools, 
even though those same students are 

also a part of these communities, 
whose heart is extracted when the 
youth are bused away to those 

“consolidated schools” offering more 
opportunities (as determined by 
some well meaning educator). This 

assumes that more options in arts, 
science, sports, clubs, and other 
school driven activities are more 

important than the life of the 
community they live in. Many of 
those activities, such as band, drama, 

and robotics occur before or after 
hours that those school buses arrive 
or depart – meaning the “bus kids” 
miss them anyhow. The students also 

lose belonging to a vibrant healthy 
community, as it shrivels and dies 
without a school. 

Minister, you are responsible for 
the Ministry that issued guidelines 
that proclaim so clearly, that “the 

Ministry of Education has no 
authority to overturn a school closure 
decision,” so long as the decision is 

made in accordance with the criteria 
laid down by the Ministry. Surely 
you recognize the injustice that 

places on the communities, the 
parents, and the students, you are 
supposedly benefiting. You have set 

out guidelines that ignore the impact 
on the community, families, and 
students, and then refuse to take any 

responsibility to correct those 
injustices by hiding behind a clause 
that says, “we have no authority.”  

You are the authority that set the 
rules. 

As noted, this letter will give 

some specific examples for the 
school closest to us, Paisley Central 
School. Recently the community of 

Paisley stood and watched the 
Paisley Santa Claus Parade. Nearly 

every float inc luded banners 
pr oc la iming in t he “Pa is ley 

Panthers” colours, “Save Our 
School.” One float was filled with 
the students of the school. Did the 

accommodat ion review rea lly 
consider the impact on those 
students, some as young as 3 ½ years 

old, to be bused daily over roads 
often closed, or at very least 
hazardous, to Port Elgin, Chesley, or 

Walkerton, instead of walking to 
school? To make better use of the 
schools, did the review consider the 

possibility of rerouting some of the 
buses for rural children, so that those 
now bused some 40 minutes each 

way as our neighbours are to Port 
Elgin, to instead bus them the 15 
minutes to Paisley? Curiously, when 

some local parents were asked, they 
said they would prefer their children 
to travel to Paisley. That is where 

they play sports, attend church 
vacation bible school, and shop for 
groceries. It is the community they 

call home. The community they 
know will die if the school closes, as 
people who might move there avoid 

an empty community. Yet, during 
the accommodation review, no one 
asked them their opinion. Instead, 

the review process will result in 
overfilling the receiving schools to 
require new buildings, or in the case 

of Chesley, to bus children there 
farther afield for high school. 

Minister, the Accommodation 

Review process is broken, and as 
Minister, you have the authority and 
responsibility to act to correct it. 
Serious injustice is being dealt to 

smaller communities, in the guise of 
“benefiting students” for very 
questionable benef its.  Careful 

consideration shows the students will 
actually suffer in many ways. 

We note an effective letter to you 

in today’s Owen Sound Sun Times 
from MPP Bill Walker, who was 
also in that Paisley Santa Claus 

Parade.  Please, Minister, listen to 
the “feet on the ground” of the local 
MPPs who urge you to take action. 

Take your Ministerial responsibility 
and authority and stop rural school 
closures until the “accommodation 

review” process is fixed to ensure 
that communities are not destroyed. 
Community, and basic education at a 

school where children have a name, 
can be more valuable to young 
children than travelling distances to 

attend “mega,schools” with all the 
options, where they are lost as 
numbered sardines in a can. 
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M ore than 25 pieces of art are 
being showcased in the Bruce 

Gallery at the Bruce County Museum 
& Cultural Centre now through April 
30, 2017. The exhibit is now open to 
the public, following an official 
opening on Saturday January 7 at 
which the winners were announced. 
Bruce Roots features a juried selection 
of submitted works that represent 
Bruce County as we reflect on and 
celebrate Bruce County 150. 

Presented in partnership with the 
Southampton Arts Centre, Bruce 
Roots features the best of area artists. 
“The juried art shows have been an 
integral part of our exhibits at the 
Bruce County Museum & Cultural 
Centre and the winners of each show 
have become a significant part of the 
art collection belonging to the Bruce 
County Art Bank," says Cathy 
McGirr, Director, Museum & Cultural 
Services.  

“Bruce County is immensely rich 
in both artistic talent and uniquely 
gorgeous terrain,” says April Patry, 
Director of the Southampton Arts 
Centre. “The artworks that were 
submitted were as diverse as the 
artists who created them, but all told 
the story of Bruce County life. The 

Bruce Roots show is a befitting way 
to launch a year of celebrations for 
B r uce  C ounty’s  150th! The 
Southampton Arts Centre is really 
pleased to be a contributing affiliate in 
the offering of Bruce Roots.” 

The Bruce Roots Art Show 
winners are: 
�� 1st P lace ($1400) – Marion 

A nde r s on, N e w  D unde e /
Southampton 

�� 2nd Place ($950) – Gayle Slinger, 
Sauble Beach 

�� 3rd Place ($650) – Yuksel 
Hassan, Southampton 

�� Honourable Mention – Susan 
Enzenberger, Southampton 

�� Honourable Mention – Jenny Lee 
Learn, Allenford 

�� Honourable Mention – Angie 
Cormack, Paisley 

The Bruce Roots Art Show will be on 
display in the Bruce Gallery until 
April 30, 2017, and is included with 
regular admission to the museum. 
Museum hours and more information 
is available online at brucemuseum.ca  
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T he Paisley Arena was certainly a 
busy place on Saturday and 

Sunday, January 14 & 15th, as the 
annual Elroy Cumming Novice 
Hockey Tournament was held.  

The Arran,Elderslie Minor 
Hockey Association held a two day 
tour na me nt  w ith 14 t e a ms 
participating in local league and rep 
team divisions.  

The teams participating on the 
Local League side were from Shallow 
Lake Team #1 & Team #2, Saugeen 
Shores, Hanover, Ayr Team #1 & 
Team #2, Arran,Elderslie Team White 
and Arran,Elderslie Team Red.   

The teams competing on the rep 
side came from Ripley, Arran,
Elderslie, TCDMHA (Township of 
Chatsworth & District), South,Bruce, 
Zurich and Bruce Peninsula (Wiarton 
& Lions Head).  

There was a full day of hockey on 
Saturday starting at 8:00 am and 
going through until 6:00 pm. Play 
resumed on Sunday morning at 9:00 
am and finished at 5:00 pm. In total 
there were 18 games of hockey played 
over the weekend.  

The winner of the Local League 
Championship F inal was Ayr 
defeating Hanover by a score of 3 – 1. 
The winner of the Local League 
Consolation Final was Arran,Elderslie 
Team White defeating Arran,Elderslie 

Team Red in overtime by a score of 3 
– 2.  

On the Rep side, South,Bruce was 
the champion defeating Ripley by a 
score of 5 – 0 and the consolation 
ga me winner was TCDMHA 
defeating Arran,Elderslie by a score 
of 5 , 0. All in all there was a lot of 
very exciting hockey over the two 
days. It was great to see so many 
people in the arena. 

Of course a big event like this 
could not take place without many 
volunteers. A big Thank You goes to 
the parents of the three Arran,
Elderslie novice teams who worked 
many long hours running the 
tournament, manning the time,clock, 
working in the kitchen and the food 
booth or taking admission and selling 
raffle tickets. The coordinators of the 
tournament were Kevin Waddell, Julie 
Reid and Leanne Sweiger. These 
people did an amazing job ensuring 
that all the positions were filled with a 
volunteer and that the tournament ran 
efficiently and on time.  

A Thank You goes to the sponsors 
for their generous donations: Paisley 
Freshmart, Gay Lea Foods and West 
Grey Premium Beef. And finally, a 
big Thank You to Doug Crawford and 
Frank Wells for looking after the 
arena throughout the tournament. 
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T he summer of 2016 was the first 
year for the new 
�����

�������	!�at the Saugeen Bluffs. It 
was hugely popular!  

SVCA held a Grand Opening in 
June. Artists Wayne and Margaret 
Yeoman both donated original framed 
artwork for a draw to help raise funds 
for the campground.  

Saugeen Bluffs is one of only 
three horse campgrounds in Ontario. 
The inclusion of horse camping has 
brought the Bluffs back from potential 

closure. 
In the left photo, Wayne Yeoman 

presents his original watercolour to 
Gladys and Keith Hodgins of Paisley. 
In the right photo, Margaret Yeoman 
presents a pencil drawing to Mike 
Moulton of Paisley. 

Congratulations to the winners, 
and congratulations to the folks at the 
SVCA , whose init ia t ive and 
inventiveness have kept this riverside 
jewel of a campground from closing. 
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T he very popular ‘Flex, Stretch & 
Balance Exercise Class’ for men 

and women over 50 years of age 
resumed on Thursday January 26th 
from 10 to 11am at the Paisley 
Community Centre Auditorium. It 
will run for eight weeks.  

The classes are free and there is 
no registration, just dress comfortably. 
This eight week program offered by 

the Brockton & Area Family Health 
Team is a great way to get some 
exercise, learn informative health tips 
and socialize.  

Whether you have set goals for 
yourself in 2017 or are just interested 
in exercise and learning general health 
information, be sure to plan on 
attending. 
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F or those of you that don’t know, 
there are several different species 

of squirrels in this area. Chipmunks 
are the smallest, followed by red and 
black squirrels, even flying squirrels. 
(Actually flying squirrels  don't fly, 
they glide.)  

They are all pretty and cute to 
watch, but all can create problems if 
they decide to make their home in 
your home.  

A good friend, Lance “Shorty” 
Barker, was having a real problem 
with red squirrels. We don’t know 
why, but they seem to have a special 
attraction for his residence. It was a 
daily battle to contend with the pesky 
critters. All kinds of traps were tried, 
but none seemed to be of interest to 
“Big Red”. Yes, Shorty had names for 
all the squirrels. 

Shor ty had e limina ted or 
dispatched many reds with a powerful 
air pistol he had purchased on a 
Tuesday at the Keady Market.  

Today another red squirrel would 

be added to his list, or so he thought. 
He pulled the trigger and the squirrel 
dropped to the ground. With the 
agility of a Himalayan mountain cat, 
Shorty immediately rushed over and 
picked up the squirrel by the tip of the 
tail.  He was afraid the critter might 
have fleas, so he headed for the 
dumpster.   

Now this had to be one smart tuff 
dude of a squirrel because he had 
learned the art of playing possum. He 
was right ticked off with the idea of 
being shot at and then being tossed 
into a dumpster. No, it didn't set that 
well with Big Red at all.  

He showed his disapproval by 
swinging his body up and grabbing 
onto Shorty’s little finger and would 
not let go.  

A neighbour heard Shorty 
screaming for help but none was to be 
had. He sped off in the direction of his 
house,  calling for Louise, his wife, for 
assistance.  

Louise had had a similar 
experience a few years ago when an 
old gander had latched onto Shorty's 

private parts and she had to get a pair 
of Vise Grips and choke the poor bird 
to death. The bird was doomed 
anyway, as he had already been picked 
be that years Thanksgiving goose. 
Come to think about it, Shorty never 
was quite the same after that. 

Shorty's wife Louise 
had a great love for 
animals but the shouts of 
pain inflicted on her husband 
were overruling that love.  

     First she tr ied 
pulling on Red’s tail, but 
that just made more pain 
for poor Shorty. She 
couldn’t find the vise 
grips and baseball bats 
were not in season. 
Besides, she might injure 
the umpire and get ejected 
from the game. Shorty screamed, “Get 
this son of a gun off me.” 

     Next Louise grabbed the 
garden hose, but it seemed  Big Red 
enjoyed being fussed over and loved a 
cold shower. 

Finally Shorty headed for the 
house followed by Louise. Shorty 
didn't know why, but he headed for 
the utility room. All were in a high 
state of concern. Shorty started flaying 
his arm around in hopes that the 
squirrel would relax his grip but all 
that did was put blood splatter 
everywhere. The utility room was now 
a torture room, filled with screams of 

pain and blood everywhere.  
Shorty tried to flush Big Red 

down the toilet. Oh no! Someone 
forgot to flush! There is something 
like a curled up sausage floating in the 

bowl.  
Well, that did it for Big 

Red. He shot out the 
door. If that log had 
not been in the toilet, 
chances are big Big 
Red would still be 
hanging on to 
Shorty's finger 

 Big Red headed back 
up into the attic to reassess 

the situation, call up new 
recruits and plan another 
attack.     
The last I heard from Shorty 
was that he and Louise were 

headed to emergency to update his 
shots for rabies, lyme disease, mad 
cow, and whatever else wild animals 
get. And we all know how Shorty 
loves  getting a sharp needle prodded 
into his delicate backside.  

When Louise left the hospital 
emergency room, a reassuring nurse 
said, “Yes, you must remember, when 
we signed on, it was for better or for 
worse.”  

“Ya, r ight ,” was Louise's 
response, “I wonder what national 
disaster will happen next?”  
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F ebruary 1, 2017 marks 150 days 
until Canada’s 150th birthday on 

Saturday, July 1st. What a time to 
celebrate all that we are proud of in 
being Canadians!  

The Celebrate Canada 150 
committee in Cargill started planning 
for Canada’s birthday celebrations in 
August 2015 and have activities 
planned for all – the young and the 
young at heart!  

The celebrations start on Friday, 
June 30 with a dance under the stars 
to the music of The Doubts.  July 1st 
is all things Canadian – Canadian 
attire, Canadian history, Canadian 
activities, Canadian food, Canadian 
music!  The official opening of the 
Canada Day activities takes place at 
1:00 PM with music by a local 
children’s choir and speeches by local 
dignitaries.  The afternoon is shaping 
up to be filled with activities for all 

age groups – road hockey tournament, 
bed races, beach volleyball, face 
painting, inflatables for younger 
children, crokinole  etc.  A beverage 
tent will be available in which you can 
enjoy reminiscing with others about 
your favourite Canadian memories 
while listening to the music of 
Canadian performing artists. For 
supper enjoy a roast beef dinner with 
family and friends. 

At night, when the sun goes down 
and the stars come out, be present to 
witness blazing colours with the 
fireworks display.   

All activities for the weekend will 
take place at the Cargill Park. A full 
listing of times and activities as well 
as locations to purchase tickets will be 
available in the very near future. 

The countdown is on … 150, 149, 
148… Celebrate Canada 150! 
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D ecember was a very busy and 
exciting month. Our turkey 

lunch was a huge success.  Thank you 
to so many organizations and 
community members who donated 
food, monetary donations and their 
time to come to Paisley school.  It was 
a  w onde rf ul s ight  t o  ha ve 
approximately 200 of us in our 
gymnasium enjoying the feast. 

Our annual Christmas concert 
provided entertainment from our JK’s 
to Grade 8’s.  It was a great show and 
thank you to all the parents, and 
family members who came to watch. 

It is a tradition to go skating at the 
Paisley Arena on the last day of school 
before the holidays and that is what 
the Grades 1 to 8 did.  Great fun was 
had by all.  Even better yet was the hot 
chocolate topped with whip cream and 
marshmallows served by the moms 
when we returned to school. 

In January the Grade 3 and 4 
classes travelled to Bruce Power 
where we were all treated to a pizza 
party and a movie in the grand 
auditorium.  Our own Emma Holmes 
and Sarah Grant won first and third 
place respectfully in the art contest to 
produce Bruce Power’s holiday 
Christmas card. Emma’s art design 

(turned into the Christmas card) was 
sent to many important dignitaries all 
over the world. Emma received a 
framed copy of her art work and a 
finished card. Emma and Sarah 
received their own beautiful art case 
and a total of $650.00 was given to the 
Grade 3 & 4 classrooms to spend on 
art supplies.  And every child received 
their very own Bruce Power flashlight.  
Thank you to Bruce Power! 

Teams and clubs are up and 
running again. The Pep Club held a 
Pajama Day, and a Jersey Day.  It was 
amazing to see everyone participate in 
these fun dress up days. A Crazy 
Dress Up Day is planned for early 
February and an 80’s Day for 
February 22. 

The Boy’s and Girl’s Volleyball 
teams travelled to Port Elgin and 
participated in games all day.  They 
played well and represented Paisley 
Central School with enthusiasm.     
Basketball season will be starting in 
February/March. 

The Me to We group collected 
over $550.00 for the Christmas 
Campaign. What a worthy cause!   
The group is excited to hold a Family 
Movie night in early February. 

Many students from various 
grades are involved in writing and 
presenting speeches. Speeches will be 
presented in February to decide school 
winners with those moving on to our 
local Legion competition. 

The Grades 5/6 class are looking 
forward to attending the Bruce Power 
DEER Program for a day in February. 
The Grades 7/8’s are testing their 
design skills in cardboard boat races 
through Ontario Skills in early 
February. Two teams will go to 
Wingham to compete against other 
schools. 

Report cards will be going home 
on Friday, February 24. 
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A  Paisley woman is voicing 

concern over Parks Canada’s 
decision to allow all admissions in 
2017 to be ���������
�������. Amanda 
Dieringer of the Village of Paisley has 
made it clear that she doesn’t agree 
w ith Pa r ks  Ca na da’s  r ece nt 
announcement to make all national 
p a r k s  i n  C a na da  f r e e  i n 
commemoration of Canada’s 150th, 
especially the two overly famous 
parks in our backyard. “Parks Canada 
absolutely should not have a ‘free 
parks’ year. I firmly believe that our 
situation in the Bruce will worsen due 
to Parks Canada's decision. The more 
advertising, the worse it gets and 
throw ‘free’ on top of that and you’re 
asking for a disaster.” she said.  

“I, along with many others do not 
agree that the enticing advertising is 
anywhere near being sustainable. How 
is bringing in more tourists that have 
absolutely no repercussions on the 
damage they cause while visiting our 
beautiful small towns and beaches 
considered sustainable?”  

Dieringer agrees that many people 
see the visitation issue in Bruce Grey 
as just another complaint within our 
counties. She says that she believes 
that our tourism crisis is quite under 
looked by many including our local 
RTO, the RTO 7.  

Many other Ontario communities 
who also heavily rely on tourism have 
faced the same challenges. Keith 
Oliver, a retired urban planner and 
current director at the Cobourg Sifton 
Cooke Heritage Centre, explains how 
his town, Cobourg, Ontario has 
resolved their issues. “People were 
using barbeques regularly both on the 
beach and in Victoria Park. Coals 
were dumped in receptacle bins and 
grills were scraped clean in the lake. A 
sand pit filled with hot charcoal was 
not an uncommon sight. It became so 
that barbeques were no longer 
allowed. Big tents were simply too big 
to allow dominance in our waterfront. 
Large tents are encouraged to stay 
away from the water’s edge. It makes 
our waterfront more people friendly, 
one where you are comfortable letting 
your children play freely.” 

One can question why in a place 
as popular as the Indian Head Cove, 
we allow people to set up these tents at 
10 o’clock in the morning, or, at 
Sauble Beach, why barbeques are still 
used on the Native side. 

Oliver says that Cobourg was once 

prone to the mass influx of tourists the 
Peninsula is now facing, so he can 
relate to the issue. He said the only 
way Cobourg found a “great solution” 
was by effective communication and a 
broader thinking pattern when it 
comes to tourism. “It’s not all about 
the money even though it [money] is a 
big factor. The business community 
prospers when the rest of the 
c ommu n ity pr os pe r s !  Whe n 
sustainability becomes an issue or 
anything for that matter, you are 
negatively impacting your [towns] 
social quality of life and negatively 
rubbing tourists the wrong way.”  

Interesting! In Cobourg, the 
business atmosphere is comprehensive 
to the natural atmosphere. Business 
owners did not view the new 
implementations as problems, but 
embraced them.   

Oliver is confident that Grey 
Bruce will resolve its own issue. 
Indeed we can reach a just 
compromise, but how can we convince 
politicians to join? Dr. Rachel Dodds 
from Ryerson University makes it 
clear that there is another level of 
communication all together we must 
add. 

Dr. Dodds is a Professor at 
Ryerson University. In addition to 
giving wor ldw ide lectures on 
sustainable tourism, she has guest 
lectured at conferences worldwide. 

“Many of the environmental 
conservation organizations do not 
have the necessary business skills or 
knowledge of tourism and the tourism 
organizations are only marketing 
organizations rather than management 
organizations. There is a key 
disconnect in Ontario, the Ministry of 
Tourism has no sustainability mandate 
, only a promotion one. Parks Canada 
has a very good reputation for 
managing parks along with their 
carrying capacity and may be 
promoting free admission due to the 
fall in visitation in past years.” said 
Dodds.  

But, our visitation numbers do not 
reflect the visitation numbers of a 
couple of years ago. Has this ever 
been considered? 

Dodds explained her efforts to 
work with the region. “Interestingly I 
did a consulting project for Region 7 
[RTO 7] in 2011 which included a 
sustainable tourism strategy for the 
region along with a number of toolkits 
for all types of tourism businesses to 

increase their level of sustainability. 
Nothing was ever done with it sadly.” 

One can question why in 2011, 
municipalities failed to listen to an 
educated Professor. Why were the 
concerns and suggestions brought up 
by experts that accurately predicted 
our ecological decay disregarded? 

Dodds also explained the concept 
of ecotourism “There is a lot of 
confusion over the term ecotourism. 
Ecotourism is defined as tourism to 
natural areas, for small groups that has 
an educational and conservation focus 
to it. Ecotourism is a subset of 
sustainable tourism. The whole 
tourism industry can become more 
sustainable but not all tourism can be 
ecotourism.” 

When asked what advice she has 
for the region now she said “The 
advice I have is to manage and protect 
the key attribute which is attracting 
your visitors.” Professor Dodds also 
answered a key question on the minds 
of both business owners and nature 
enthusiasts in the region. “If one 
doesn’t protect the very resource that 
attracts visitors, the entire common 
good can be lost. A key issue with 
tourism is that once an attractive area 
is found, it is often over marketed and 
only when environmental degradation 
is realized, planning and management 
measures are put into practice , at 
which time it is often too late.” 

One cannot say the number of 
tourists we have let in over the short 
three month time frame of summer is 
sustainable. It is agreed by many that 
although further implementations on 
respectable tourism practices may not 
be welcomed in the business 
community, it will save us down the 
line. 

Some however, are left speechless 
by this summer’s crowds. Local 
seasonal and permanent property 
owners alike are fed up by this 
expectation to play ‘endless host’.  

The Woods Family has made 
Saugeen Shores their seasonal 
playground for the past three decades. 
Owning a fa mily cottage in 
Southampton; Ken Woods remembers 
a simpler time in the region. Woods 
describes the connection he and his 
family have for the Bruce as a 
“loving” relationship. He notes 
however, that with time, he has seen a 
decline. 

“Summer crowds are simply out 
of control. An example of the 
arrogance of these people touched my 
immediate family. My daughter 
recently rented a cottage [Sauble] and 

upon their arrival, midafternoon on a 
Saturday, they were alarmed to see an 
enormous motor home parked right 
across the entry to the beach.” said 
Woods. “By 2 o’clock, the vehicles 
parked between her and the lake made 
it impossible for her young family to 
safely enjoy the beach.” 

“I have seen busloads of people 
come in from the Brampton area. The 
garbage left behind is unbelievable! 
Parking is so tight; one enjoy a 
peaceful day at the beach.” Ken said.  

Amanda Dieringer acknowledges 
that Bruce Grey does need tourists, but 
in moderation. She leaves this 
message behind for people of the 
peninsula: “We, the people of the 
Bruce, are paying for these tourists to 
come and destroy our lands. It takes 
two seconds to destroy and years to 
replenish, if it even does. Roads are 
jam packed with cars moving and 
parked, they park on sidewalks leaving 
us locals with nowhere to walk safely. 
Voices in numbers matter as so does 
support with government ridings. 
Business owners, retirees, locals, we 
need to work together at the end of the 
day while saving our ecosystems.” 

She goes on to say that native 
teachings could indeed help our aim to 
work for a greener Bruce. “We can use 
native teachings to improve our 
sustainability status. We can take 
native lessons and teachings and apply 
them in advertising, tourist stops, and 
guides tours. Nature matters and 
without it we don't exist!” 

Amanda leaves off with an 
important message she has for Parks 
Canada. After reading the Parks 
Canada mandate, she believes “Parks 
Canada is not following their own 
mandate by allowing a catastrophic 
amount of tourists to over crowd our 
precious areas and by allowing a free 
year. I truly think they [PC] need to 
reread what they have written.” 

While yes, Native teachings can 
be used throughout our business 
society. Perhaps it’s time to create 
better relations with our spiritual 
neighbors, perhaps the Petition created 
in July by Mr. Gentile can come to use 
as we stand now. The Bruce is in for 
the next big change.   
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Joseph Gentile of Owen Sound is a 
freelance writer specializing in 
tourism and geographical issues. You 
c a n  f i n d  h i m  a t :  
peninsulacrisis.simplesite.com 

D o you enjoy choral music and 
are looking for an enjoyable 

evening out every week?  
The Paisley Concert Choir will be 

starting another season of music on 
Wednesday February 01, 2017. 
The choir is a 4 part 
adult choir 
with over 50 
members who 
come from 
Bruce and Grey Counties.  

Linda Finlay is the director and 
Jane Siegel is the accompanist.  

We sing all types of choral 

selections (secular, jazz, spirituals, 
pop etc.). There are no auditions. 
Practices are held every Wednesday 
evening at Knox United Church at 
399 Goldie Street, in Paisley from 

6:30 to 9:00 pm. New members 
are always welcome 

to join.  
For more 
inf orma t ion 

p l e a s e 
contact Helen Crysler at 519,353,
4017 or Sheryl Steinhoff at 519,353,
7202. 
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H ere we are in a new year. We at 
Br295 hope everyone had a 

great holiday season and are enjoying 
the new year. We are starting into the 
busy time of year for the Legion and 
everyone is doing their best to keep 
their area of responsibility up to date.  

The Ways and Means Committee 
are already into planning events to be 
enjoyed by everyone at the Branch. I 
hope everyone noticed the Pub Night 
information on the signs at each end 
of town, and came out to enjoy 
the comradeship and meat rolls 
on January 27th.  

On February 11th there 
will be a Valentine’s Day 
dance with Lee Grant and 
two others (Lee Grant Trio) 
suppling the entertainment. 
Everyone enjoys Lee Grant 
anytime he plays for us. 
There will be one prize for the 
best dressed, whether it funny or 
finely dressed. The cost is $10.00 per 
person and it runs from 9 pm to 1 am. 
Please join us and get rid of some of 
those winter blues. 

I want to mention the Save the 
School Effort here in town. Everyone 
involved have done a great job. All 
those speaking at the meetings have 
presented themselves in a strong and 
constructive way. I guess we are now 
in a wait and see time period. Branch 
295 wants everyone to know that we 
as a whole support these efforts and 
are there to assist in any way possible. 
Paisley Central means so much to the 
Branch since we do want to be part of 
the youth in Paisley. As always, the 
Legion is there to support the youth 
whether it be for the poems, essays 
and poster contest or the public 
speaking competitions. We also 
provide bursaries for those children of 
members who are going to obtain post
,secondary education. Also, support is 
given to those who are interested in 
competing in the Legion Track and 
Field events, the Bob Aktinson Cross 
Country Meet being one. Let’s all 
hope Paisley Central is open for 
many, many years. 

As always, we are always looking 
for new members for both the Branch 
and the Ladies Auxiliary. This is a 
great organization and does give back 
to the veterans, seniors, youth and our 
community. Please consider joining. 
As a member, it’s not just about 
raising money and doing work; there 
are all kinds of events that the Legion 

puts on that pr omotes good 
competition and fun. There are sports 
that go from the Branch to the 
Dominion level. Some of the events 
include, cribbage, euchre, darts, pool, 
horse shoes, just name a few. We look 
forward to having anyone to come 
into the Branch during the open hours 
and pick up an application form.  

 I want to mention both the 
Monday morning coffee club and the 

Monday night cards. These two 
groups and the people who take 
care of them deserve great 
recognition. They give up every 

Monday, whether it is in the 
morning or the evening. 
Thank you. Saying that, 
please consider this your 
invitation to come out to 
either activity. The coffee 
club is anytime from 9 to 12 

Monday morning and the cards 
are from 7 to 10 on Monday evenings. 
Come for comradeship and some fun. 

 Once again, if you are 
planning events that need a hall or 
catering, please remember the Branch 
a nd our  La d ie s  A ux i l ia r y, 
remembering that all proceeds taken 
in through the charge for either go 
back to the Legion causes and one of 
them is our community. 

 That’s it for this month, watch 
the signs for more information as it 
comes up. 
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O n Thursday March 2nd there 
will be a presentation by Pat 

Jileson from the Ontario Federation 
of Agriculture about the ‘Issue of 
Energy in Ontario – Natural Gas 
Benefits’.  

Pat will talk about the cost of 
energy in Ontario and highlight the 
benefits of natural gas for the rural 
farming and urban areas.  

Pat is a Director with the Ontario 
Federation of Agriculture as well as 
a farmer in Saugeen Township.  

The presentation takes place at 
Knox United Church, Paisley on 
Thursday March 02 at 7:30pm. 

 Everyone is welcome. 
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T he Bruce County Museum & 
Cultural Centre is teaming up 

with the Bruce County Public Library 
system in order to increase access to 
culture and heritage in the region with 
the creation of the Museum Explorer 
Pass. Both institutions recognize their 
shared client base, and with this 
program hope to provide great 
accessibility so 
patrons can enjoy 
a full Museum 
experience.   

As a pilot 
program in 2017, 
there will be one 
Museum Explorer 
Pass listed as a 
catalogued item in a number of 
branches of the Bruce County Public 
Library. Branches include: Cargill, 
Chesley, Kincardine, Lions Head, 
Lucknow, Mildmay, Paisley, Port 
Elgin, R ipley, Sauble Beach, 
Southampton, Tara, Teeswater, 
Tiverton, Tobermory, Walkerton and 
Wiarton. The Pass will be available 
for borrowing and will offer FREE 
admission to the Bruce County 
Museum & Cultural Centre (ticketed 
and speciality programs and events 
are excluded). The Pass covers 
admission for an individual or a 
family, and is applicable for a seven,
day loan period. Anyone with a valid 
Bruce County Library card may 
access the Pass, and it can be reserved 
through the On,Hold services of any 
of the library branches. 

“We are very excited to offer this 

new lending opportunity to our 
members,” says Melissa Legacy, 
Director of the Bruce Public Library.  
“Any resident of Bruce County can 
register for a free library card. This 
gives members access to our many 
resources and now means they can 
enjoy free admission to the Museum. 
We look forward to working with the 

Museum to offer 
this service.” 
"This new program 
is an excellent way 
for individuals and 
f a m i l i e s  t o 
experience what the 
B r uc e  C ou nty 
Museum & Cultural 

Centre has to offer.  Through the 
convenience of accessing the Museum 
Explorer Pass at any of the Bruce 
County libraries, library card holders 
can easily pick up the pass and enjoy 
FREE admission to the Museum. We 
are extremely thrilled to be able to 
partner with our local library branches 
to offer this service,” says Cathy 
McGirr, Director of the Bruce County 
Museum & Cultural 

To learn more about the Bruce 
C o u n t y  L i b r a r i e s ,  v i s i t 
library.brucecounty.on.ca. To learn 
more about the Bruce County 
Museum & Cultural Centre, visit 
brucemuseum.ca or call 519,797,
2080. 
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M usic is a combining of sounds 
and tones as a form of artistic 

expression, according to the Webster 
Dic t ionar y. It a lso sta ted a 
composition rendered by instruments 
or singing voices.  At our Christmas 
Event,  we were pleased to have John 
Leader to play our pump organ with 
our guests enjoying  the singing of 
carols with him.   

At the museum we also have 
accordions, bells, lots of song books 
as well as a piano.   

The inscription on the piano states 
it was manufactured especially for the 
A & S Nordheimer of Toronto.  
Further to this is the following 
wording: Alphonse Blondel, Ft.D 
l’Acadia Natle de Musicque, Rue de 
l’Echiquier, 53, Paris, France. 

Alphonse Phillippe Alfred Blondel 
was born Douai, February 1813 and 
died in Paris, March 1893.  He became 
a piano maker and established his shop 
at the address shown on our piano. In 
1841 he invented an octave coupler for 
bass notes which was called piano 
octave.  Mr. Blondel was to have 
patented this octave, however it is not 
shown in any records.  Other Blondel 

inventions included an enlarged 
soundboard that gave more resonance 
to the upright piano.   His pianos were 
exhibited at Paris in 1849 and 1855.   

Abraham and Samuel Nordheimer 
began their P iano Company in 
Kingston, Ontario in 1842.  Later they 
moved to Toronto and soon became on 
the Dominion’s top dealers for sheet 
music pianos. Nordheimer was 
Canada’s official seller of Steinway 
pianos from 1858 into the 1900’s. In 
the late 1880’s they began to 
manufacture their own pianos and 
became known as the Lansdowne 
Piano Company and eventually took 
the Nordheimer name itself.  In 1904 
they opened a 5 storey building which 

had 60,000 square feet of floor space, 
a lumber yard, two large elevator 
shafts and a fancy new sprinkler 
system.  In this building, Nordheimers 
were able to produce pianos of best 
grade and highest class regardless of 
cost. By the 20th century, Nordheimer 
claimed to be the oldest piano 
company in North America. Samuel 
Nordheimer was at one time President 
of the Federal Bank of Canada, and 
President of Toronto Philharmonic 
Society. Abraham’s son, Albert 
succeeded Samuel as head of the 
Company and Abraham served as 
Dutch Consul General for Canada. 

Nordheimer officially ceased to be 
an independent company by the end of 
1927 when Albert retired. It is thought 
that Nordheimer produced about 
27,850 pianos at their factory. 

The Golden era of making pianos 
was from 1800’s to 1930 and by 1910 
the market for pianos was booming.  
But by 1920, many factories began to 
close as pianos were built to last  and 
they didn’t need to be replaced.  Many 
were handed down to the next 
generation. 

At the Museum, we are fortunate 
to have one of the Blondel pianos 
manufactured for the Nordheimer  

piano company. It is called a speciality 
instrument and 46” tall, 52” wide  and 
16½” deep. It has movable brass 
sconces (candle holders), brass 
handles on the side, a fold down 
keyboard, an open music desk 
attached and has two attached pedals.   

The Treasure Chest Museum will 
be OPEN on Monday, February 20, 
2017 for Family Day. Come, see these 
various musical instruments.   

Are you searching for family 
history? Have a look through our 
many history and scrapbooks as well 
as the Paisley Advocates dating back 
to 1865.  The Paisley Advocates are a 
wealth of information and fun to read 
as well.   

We will be OPEN from 1 to 4 on 
the Family Day so come on over. 

Another upcoming event at the 
Museum is on St. Patrick’s Day, 
March 17 at 12.30 pm. Join us for 
chili and an afternoon of euchre. Cost 
$7.00. 

If you wish a tour or have a query 
phone 519,353,7176 and leave a 
m e s s a g e , or  e ma i l  u s  a t 
tcmuseum@arran,elderslie.ca 
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G ood evening. My name is Dale 
Buhr, a concerned citizen & 

business partner in Paisley. 
We are all taught in school that 

given similar circumstances, history 
has a tendency  to repeat itself.  We 
often think this way in order to avoid 
repeating the bad decisions of the past. 
Studying histor y should a lso 
encourage us to repeat the good 
decisions made in past years. 

Well, here we are again in Bruce 
County ready to repeat the history of 
30 to 45 years ago.  We await the 
largest construction project in Ontario 
since the original building of the 
Bruce Nuclear Power Station, namely 
the Major Component Replacement 
plan or MCR for short. 

This project will require the hiring 
of thousands of new employees by 

Bruce Power and it’s partners  by 
2024.  Most of these new employees  
will be on site by 2020 only 3 years 
away.  Hiring is happening now on a 
smaller scale as preparations are made 
for the MCR. 

These employment figures will 
equate to a population growth of over 
10000. Current figures from Bruce 
Power show that fewer than 50% of 
their workforce live in Saugeen Shores 
and Kincardine.  How can anyone then 
believe that these two municipalities 
can absorb all these new souls? 

This same report shows that 
Paisley and Chesley rank as #7 and 
#11 on this chart, representing 
between 3 and 4% of total  employees. 

 This means a population growth 
of approximately 350 people in 
Paisley and 175 in Chesley.  

 Paisley and Chesley both offer 
many attributes that would be very 
attractive to new people.  We boast of 
great recreational facilities, green 
spaces, rivers and the natural beauty of 
our towns.  In addition, lower housing 
prices and being able to procure 
mortgages more easily, make our 
communities more attractive to 
younger families and first time buyers. 

Natural gas is on the way.  
Provided all the required permits can 
be obtained quickly, construction of 
the pipelines is planned to begin this 
fall.  This means that Paisley and 
Chesley will have natural gas just in 
time for the largest influx of new 
residents. 

One thing that has not been 
mentioned is the Deep Geological 
Repository. The Bruce Nuclear station 
is one of about three sites being 
considered, and, as far as I know, the 
federal government is to issue its 
decision on the preferred site this year.   
Although controversial, if chosen this 
area could see up to 1000 additional 
jobs for this long term project. 

What does all this information 
lead to? It leaves you, the trustees with 
several options. 

The first is to accept the current 
findings of the Watson report.  

If you select this option there are, 
we believe, inherent flaws in doing so.   

The Watson report makes no 
reference to or gives any consideration 
to the Bruce Power MCR plan. This 
leaves you without the tools to assess 
the potential chaos that could be 
created by choosing this option. 

The second is to, at the very least, 
delay a decision to 2023. 

Why close the school  only to find 
out 18 months later that the new hires 
would  see the BWDSB face the 
prospect of bussing 272 students from 
Paisley  to schools that are already at 
over capacity numbers, as opposed to 
those unverifiable numbers in the 
Watson report.  

This allows for the proposed 5 
year partnership with Arran Elderslie 
to lease the extra capacity space  at 
Paisley Central School until the 
numbers increase.  This would also 
allow for the  extension of the lease  
with Kids’N’Us Daycare. 

There is also the fact that there are 
144 students at PCS not 138 as 
projected by Watson.   

This means that there is an 
increase in income of over $7000.00 at 
very little  additional cost the board.  
There are no new teachers, custodial 
staff or bus routes added to 
accommodate this increase. This 

should lead to an operating surplus in 
conjunction with Arran Elderslie 
partnership. 

The third option is to keep both 
Paisley Central School and Chesley 
District Community School open. 

We feel that this is the most 
logical option as the facts that have 
been presented to you are all 
verifiable. The  past history of Paisley 

 and Chesley schools being full 
during the boom times of  the 
seventies and eighties are just around 
the corner again. 

The title of the Report provided to 
each trustee and the board staff asks 
the question “Are we ready?” 

Are Paisley and Chesley ready to 
accept and welcome new employees 
and their families to our communities? 

8��C�
Do we have the infrastructure in 

place to receive these new citizens? 

8��C�
Do we have all the amenities 

important to new arrivals?   

8��C�
Are we ready to accept the 

recommendations of the Watson 
report?  

 Naturally a resounding 9�C� �This 
no is because we have been able to 
prove that it is not in the best interest 
of students, staff, the board or our 
communities to accept this report. 

I would like to ask that you the 
trustees, consider the future beyond 
2018 when you make your decision 
regarding Paisley Central School and 
Chesley & District Community 
School. 
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I n 2017 Bruce County is celebrating 
its 150th anniversary. So is Canada.  

All the more reason for a party and 
social events. Plans for a “Good 
Time” have been underway for 
months but I have been wondering 
exactly what are we celebrating? 

Anniversary celebrations are 
usually counted from Year One, for 
example a 40th wedding anniversary 
is celebrated 40 years after the 
ma r r ia ge .  A  100t h C hur c h 
Anniversary is celebrated 100 years 
after the congregation was formed. 
What happened in Bruce County 150 
years ago?   

That would be 1867. Well the first 
thing a historian would think of is 
Confederation. Confederation was the 
process by which the British colonies 
of Upper Canada, Lower Canada, 
Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick 
were united into one Dominion of 
Canada on July 1, 1867. That’s a 
reason to celebrate Canada,wide this 

year, but what was happening in Bruce 
County in 1867? 

It wasn’t when the first settlers 
came to this area.  That was in 1851 
when Simon Orchard and Samuel 
Rowe put their families on a raft and 
floated down the Saugeen River and 
became the founders of Paisley. We 
should have celebrated the 150th 
anniversary of that way back in 2001.  
There were settlers elsewhere in Bruce 
County as early as 1848. We could 

have celebrated that in 1998 but we’ve 
been saving up for this year. 

It was May 30th, 1849 when an 
Act of Parliament divided what was 
left of a huge tract of tree,covered 
land known as the Queen’s Bush into 
three counties, Huron, Perth and Bruce 
but the counties remained united, as 
far as Municipal government was 
concerned, until one by one they could 
claim a population of 15,000.  The Act 
took effect on January 1, 1850 so that 
really should be Bruce County’s 
birthday. 

In those early years settlers started 
pouring in, first to Perth and then to 
Huron, and by 1857 Bruce County had 
enough settlers to be on its own. So 
2007 should have been reason for a 
150th celebration, but we had to wait 
another 10 years. 

Did you ever wonder why? Well 
the problem was establishing a County 
town! 

On March 19, 1857 when the 
Reeves from the Townships of 
Saugeen, Arran, Greenock, Huron, 
Culross, Kinloss, Carrick, Elderslie, 
Bruce, Brant and Penatangore (plus 
two Deputy Reeves from Brant and 
one from Penetangore) met in 
Peacock’s Hotel, Southampton to form 
the first County Council, they could 
not agree which settlement should 
have the much coveted honour of 
being the County Town.   

At their second meeting, held at 
Waterson’s Hotel in Walkerton, the 
possible places for a County town 
voted on were: Greenock Town Plot, 
Teeswater, Riversdale, Walkerton, 
Southampton, Inverhuron, Paisley and 
Penetangore.  The result of the vote 
seemed to be in favour of Walkerton 
but the claim was not supported by 
other villages, so when the Provisional 
County Council met again, this time in 
Kennard’s Hotel, Penetangore on July 
22, an amendment was put forth that 
no by,law be passed to erect county 
buildings at Walkerton. It carried by a 
vote of 8 to 4. 

This kind of waffling back and 
forth continued at every council 
meeting for the next ���
� years.  
There were two plebiscites by the 
general population, contracts let and 
contracts cancelled, by,laws passed 
and by,laws amended until the whole 
county despaired that the problem 
would never be solved.  

This long, ve xat ious and 
wearisome dispute tried the patience 
of the ratepayers. Finally, at the first 
County council meeting of 1865 held 
in Kincardine, a bill was passed to 
establish the County town in 
Walkerton. It passed by a vote of 13,
10.  (By this time the number of 

councillors had increased from 12 to 
23.) 

Immediately Paisley entered a 
lawsuit against the County in an 
attempt to compel County council to 
erect the county buildings in Paisley, 
because in the last public vote, the 
majority of the ratepayers had voted 
for Paisley.   

John Gillies the Reeve of Elderslie 
at the time, was voted out of his 
position as Warden because of his 
refusal to sign the by,law in favour of 
Walkerton against Paisley. Those were 
the days when elected officials fought 
long and hard to get the best for their 
municipality.  What a difference it 
would have made to our town if it had 
been chosen the County Town! 

The  Le gis la ture  de c lar e d 
Walkerton the county town, to take 
effect Jan, 1, 1865. So we might have 
been celebrating our 150th a year ago, 
but when the time came for the Act to 
take effect, the goal and the 
courthouse were not complete, so the 
Governor General put off the 
establishment of Bruce as its own 
separate county until the end of 1866 
to take effect Jan 1, 1867. Therefore 
on New Year’s Day, 1867, just six 
months before Confederation, Bruce 
County attained the dignity of being a 
separate entity, with the county 
buildings to be erected in Walkerton. 

Yeah! Hurray! A good reason for 
a celebration in pioneer Bruce County! 

And a good reason for a party 150 
years later and party we did! About 
250 of us gathered for the evening at 
the Bruce County Museum & Cultural 
Centre in Southampton on New Year’s 
Eve December 31st, 2016. 

All three museum floors were 
accessible, each with a bar, music, 
dancing, hors d’oeuvres all night, and 
more! DJ Joseph J kept the attention 
of the younger set on one floor and 
John Leader’s band, Easy Street, kept 
the older crowd dancing in the Bruce 
Gallery. A photo booth with costumes, 
if desired, was available for guests to 
snap memorable shots of the evening. 
Everyone received champagne in a 
keepsake Bruce 150 champagne flute 
and the countdown began. At midnight 
a net of balloons was released and the 
guests drank a toast to the New Year 
amid the bursting of balloons and the 
blowing of whistles and horns. What a 
great way to start a year of 2017 
celebrations. 

A fun part of the whole evening 
was three busses brought partiers from 
all over the County. One bus started to 
pick,up in Walkerton and picked five 
of us in Paisley before continuing on 
to Chesley and Tara. Another bus 
started in Lucknow, proceeded to 
Ripley, Kincardine, Tiverton, and  
Southampton. A third bus brought 
people from three different stops in 
Port Elgin. What a far cry from 
transportation available 150 years ago! 

A great big thank you goes to Ann
,Marie Collins, Bruce County 
Archivist and Project Lead on the 
Bruce 150 Committee, as well as the 
members of the Committee, staff and 
volunteers at the Bruce County 
Museum & Cultural Centre for a very 
well organized and enjoyable Gala. 

Mary MacKay’s .� ��2�� ����������
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I n 2017 Ontario’s Freemasons will 
join with those around the world to 

celebrate the formation of the first 
organized Masonic government at the 
Goose and Gridiron Tavern in St. 
Paul’s Churchyard, in London. 

Freemasonry is the oldest and 
largest fraternal organization in the 
world. Its members share a common 
goal of helping each other become 
better men. Its body of knowledge and 
system of ethics is based on the belief 
that each man has a responsibility to 
improve himself while being devoted 
to his family, faith, country, and 
fraternity. 

In the course of three hundred 
years Freemasonry would spread 
around the globe. Today Freemasonry 
varies across the continents as it 
adjusts itself to changing social 
conditions, while observing its 
fundamental principles of brotherly 
love, relief and truth. It continues to 
be, as originally conceived, a 
brotherhood of man under a 
fatherhood of God requiring a belief 
in a supreme being. Our focus is “to 
help good men make themselves 
better.” 

Many Canadians involved in the 
development of government and 
industry in Canada, the formulation of 
our medical, educational and military 
systems, and so on, were Freemasons. 
But we never remember them clearly. 
T h e  f r a t e r n i t y ,  o r  c r a f t 
(interchangeable words referring to 
Freemasonry as an institution) does 
not advertise itself, nor the extent of 
its support to members and to those 
outside the membership who are in 
need of support. This means that 
while we remember Sir John A. 
Macdonald as our first Prime Minister 
few know of his Masonic connections 
and involvement, and fewer still 
remember him as being Prime 
Minister over a country of only four 

confederated Provinces in 1867: 
Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick. Or that Sir Arthur 
Currie of Victoria, BC, commander of 
the Canadian Expeditionary Force of 
World War I, was a Freemason. 

Our Gra nd Master , Most 
Worshipful Brother John C. Green 
(pictured here), welcomes this 
opportunity to introduce a series of 
articles to outline the various 
dimensions of Freemasonry and to 
explore the breadth and depth of the 
involvement of freemasons in the 
formation and growth of Ontario and 
Canada. 

In this way we pay our respects to 
t h os e  me n w ho t o ok t he 
unprecedented step on June 24, 1717, 
to organize a system of Masonic 
government and to those who have 
followed them. As we strive to 
improve ourselves and those around 
us, we honour the memory of our 
founders. 
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G ood day everyone. I have just a 
few items to discuss this month: 

the Kincardine Fire Automatic Aid 
Agreement, new hires on the Paisley 
Fire Department and, as usual, a brief 
reminder about fire safety. 

As most of you are probably 
aware the Paisley Fire Department has 
been providing service to some 
residents of Kincardine, first by a Fire 
Board in which Arran,Elderslie, 
Kincardine, Brockton and 
Saugeen Shores (or 
their pre,amalgamation 
components) owned the 
department, and for the 
last 5 years or so, by a 
pur c ha s e d s e r vic e 
A u t o m a t i c  A i d 
Agreement with Arran,
Elderslie. For all those 
years the partners paid 
their share based on the 
assessed value of the properties being 
protected. This is the same formula in 
every municipality where you pay for 
fire service based on the assessed 
value of your property as part of total 
taxation. Kincardine wishes to change 
that agreement, as they believe they 
are paying too much, and wish to pay 
based on the number of responses into 
the municipality by the Paisley Fire 
Department, plus a small base 
amount. It would be very sad to see 
this partner go, and I worry about the 
citizens affected by this decision. 
Without a new agreement, the Paisley 
Fire Department will no longer 
respond to any medical calls in the 
area, and would only respond to any 
incidents “when the requesting 
municipality has exhausted all of their 
resources” as per the Mutual Aid Plan. 
Kincardine has already given their 
not ice to withdraw from the 

agreement effective the end of 
February 2017. Hopefully this gets 
worked out soon! 

Once again, we have hired 
firefighters to replace some who 
retired last year. Congratulations to 
the successful applicants: Don 
McCullough, Jordan Esseltine and 
Pablo Castro. I look forward to 
working with you to continue to 

provide the outstanding service the 
Paisley Fire Department has 

delivered to the residents 
of Arran,Elderslie and 
othe r munic ipa lit ies 
around us! It is a large 
commitment as they are 
aware. 
Just a reminder again that 
smoke alarms are required 
on every storey of your 
home , inc lud in g the 
basement, and outside all 

sleeping areas. Carbon Monoxide 
alarms are also required (at least one, 
depending on the age of your home) if 
there are any carbon fired appliances 
or an attached garage. I did have one 
question posed about interconnected 
smoke alarms in which all alarms 
sound should any of them activate. 
This is a requirement in all new home 
construction but not mandatory in 
others already built. I would highly 
recommend this to anyone wishing to 
do it! There are many battery powered 
options and many alarms can be tied 
in to sound together. Anything that 
can provide a few more seconds of 
advance warning is an asset. A fire 
can spread so quickly and make 
escape difficult. Please contact me 
with any questions or concerns. 

�
����#�	!���!��%����"
����
��������%������������	��

����������/��:�&�����

Y ou may have seen some 
commercials on TV or on 

Facebook regarding the Royal Bank’s  
initiative of $150 for Canada’s 150th 
anniversary.  

Every RBC branch in Canada 
received $150 to give to a student in 
their community to do whatever they 
wanted to do with the money.  

In Paisley, Faith Fullerton was 
given the money in mid,November. 
Faith wanted to do something 
charitable with the money so decided 
to donate toys to the food bank in time 
for Christmas. However since she is a 
teenager, she wanted to donate games 
& activities that kids her age would 
like. In chatting with Carol at the food 
bank, she gets lots of donations for 

young children like toys and stuffed 
animals, but always short on things 
for older kids.  

Knowing we have an awesome 
toy store in Paisley, Faith took her 
$150 to Pastime Gold Mine and with 
Charlie’s advice and help, she was 
able to purchase about 10 really neat 
games and activities for teens. The 
best part was that Pastime Gold Mine 
paid the tax so that all the money was 
used for the purchases. Very generous 
Charlie! 

Faith delivered the toys to Carol 
and many pictures were taken of the 
donations, which were then sent into 
RBC for their promotion.  

Thanks to everyone involved. 

�������������� �2������������-������������������+����>� �!�� ��2����������
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O nce again the elves at the Paisley 
Missionary Church have earned 

a very well deserved rest after their 
hard work helping local families have 
a merry Christmas.  

This holiday season they prepared 
and delivered hampers to 75 families. 
There are 86 children included in 
these families. The previous year there 
were 67 hampers delivered. This 
includes 78 children. The numbers 
seem to climb every year. The 
generous donations from the residents 
of Paisley and area have made happy 
holidays a reality for these families.  

A lot of work has to be done to 
bring everything together for this 
exciting day. Without the help of 
many volunteers it could not happen.  

That being said I thank each and 
every one for donated food, money, 
gifts and gift cards. Thank you to the 

Paisley and District Firefighters, the 
staff at Paisley Freshmart, Barbell's 
Fitness, Paisley Branch Library, 
Allen's Home Hardware and Paisley 
Pharmacy. Over the years it has been 
my pleasure to 
work with all of 
you to make this 
festive season a 
memorable one for 
those who receive 
the  C hr is tma s 
hampers, as well as 
for those who have 
donated. I do plan 
on knocking on your doors next 
Christmas!  

Again, thank you, thank you, 
thank you to all of you! It cannot be 
said enough! 

 
��������,�<��
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T he front page photograph of the December Advocate featured a photo of 
two Clydsedales, taken from the rear, during the Santa Claus Parade. In the 

caption for that photo, I may have compared Premier Wynne and Education 
Minister Hunter to said horses’ asses. I now realize that this was a cruel and 
unjustified comparison, and I wish to extend my most sincere apology to the 
Gregg’s Clydsdales, magnificent and useful creatures that they are. 

"�����#�!������.!�����
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���0������>��0���,  H����� #�� ��
7�� #� H�����  will taking place at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
from 10 to 4 pm on 7������� � ��
.�� �����, Bring your lunch, tea 
and coffee are provided. Everyone 
welcome. 

���0� ��� , Valentine’s Day Dance 
9 pm to 1 am at the Legion with Lee 
Grant Trio.  Prize for the best dressed, 
whether funny or finely dressed. The 
cost is $10.00 per person. 

���0� �@� , +��2� #� ?&� ' � ��
+����� 4�,��� ������� by Chuck 
Beaton in the Bruce County Museum  
&  C u l t u r a l  C e n t r e , 
Southampton,  Monday, February 13, 
2017 at 1:00 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome.  Free admission.  Presented 
by the Bruce County Genealogical 
Society 

���0� ��� , ����� D�� � � � ����
������� 
��� ��  on Mon. Feb. 20 at 
the Paisley Community Centre 10am,
1pm for free skating, curling, kid’s 
crafts & new this year:  Road hockey 
tournament. Watch for upcoming 
details on the Paisley Village 
Facebook page, and the Arran–
Elderslie website. Information will 
also be posted at the Paisley Arena. 
Sponsored by the Municipality of 
Arran,Elderslie and the Paisley 
Central School and Community 
Council.  

���0� ��� , Family Day the 
7�������� ������ >������ will be 
OPEN  on Monday, February 20th 
from 1 to 4 pm.  Come and search out 
your family history in our many 
scrapbooks, history books as well as 
Paisley Advocates dating back to 

1865 as well as some Chesley 
Enterprises. 

 >��0� �� ,  “Energy in Ontario5 
presentation by Pat Jileson at Knox 
United Church, Paisley on Thursday, 
March  2, at  7:30pm. 

>��0� �� – The 7�������� ������
>����� celebrates St. Patrick’s Day 
with a Chili lunch at 12:30 pm and an 
afternoon of Euchre, all for the cost of 
$7.00. 





���������
���������
 ���	!


>�9
18�

8�#�� 2���� *��� :��� �� � 
Monday nights from 7:30,9pm at the 
Paisley Community Centre. For more 
information contact Kim at 519,353,
5628 or e,mail kimr430@gmail.com 

-���� ��� ��� +� ����#����
$������ meetings are held in the 
Bruce County Museum & Cultural 
Centre generally the second Monday 
of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the 
winter and 7:00 p.m. April through 
October.  

4�#�� � 6����� 9�#���  , every 
Monday from the Monday after 
Labour Day to end of May at 7:00 pm 
sharp at the Paisley Legion. Everyone 
welcome.  

$� ����� ������� -���,� ��� ����
4�#�� ��very Monday from 10:00 am 
to 11:30 am 

�������� ���������� :��%���� , 
12 step recovery program, meeting at 
307,1st Ave N (formerly Kinghurst 
Elementary School), Chesley. Every 
Monday, 7:00pm , 9:00pm the 2nd 
Mon of month, supper at 6:00pm. 
Everyone welcome. Info: call 519,
3 6 3 , 5 4 1 4 , e m a i l : 

chesleycommchurc h@gma il.com 
orcelebraterecovery@.ca 

7?6$
18�
���&���-�2�� #� Tuesday’s from 

1:30 to 4pm at Paisley Community 
Centre. $2 drop in fee. Bowls are 
provided, just bring some comfy 
shoes. For all skill levels, including 
beginners. 

��������:���������� meets every 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.   

�������� +���&� ��� 1��������
1 � �����  meets every Tuesday at 
the United Church at 8:00 p.m.  

$�&&����+���&������&��&���2����
���,� �� G��are held the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month in Kincardine, the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month in Hanover. 
Everyone welcome. For more 
information call (519) 652,9437.  

7�� -� #�� ��� ��� � 4�#�� �
Purchase you bingo cards at Paisley 
freshmart, and then come to the 
branch to play on Tuesday nights. The 
doors open at 7 PM with the game 
starting at 7:30 PM. Come out and 
enjoy the fun. 

$� ���/�� ��I� 4� ��� � � , runs 
on the last Tuesday of every month 
starting at 12 noon at Immanuel 
Missionary Church  

�������� �����7���C� Join us for a 
weekly free play time for children and 
caregivers to socialize and have some 
fun with peers! Equipment will 
include balls, parachute, bean bags, 
blocks, books and much more. Stay 
tuned for an occasional invited guest 
who will lead us in special activities! 
Ongoing weekly on $���!���
���	�	��� *1:9>??��  At the Paisley 
Community Centre For parents/
caregivers and children 5 years and 
under. Please bring a nut,free snack 
and drink for your child. 

1�J������� $������ ��� +����

-���� ����#�%��� $�&&���� +���&�
Elgin Lodge Retirement Home 
(Chapel),  551 Mary St. Port Elgin,  
1st Tuesday of every month. For info 
& other locations, call 519,376,7230 
or 1,800,265,9013  

.6
96$
18�

.�� ������9�#��� $&� #�� ��,�
"�,�� from 5 to 6 pm at the Paisley 
Arena. All ages welcome. (Helmet 
with full cage is required, proper 
hockey equipment is recommended). 
This is a fun evening of non,
competitive hockey for children and 
adults alike. Cost is $3 per person per 
visit.  

4�#�� � 4������1�A. meeting 1st 
Wednesday each month 7 pm. 

)�,�� � .0� '. , Everyone is 
welcome to attend the Jackson 
Women's Institute meetings held the 
second Wednesday of the month in 
the members' homes.us for food, fun 
and fellowship, for more info call 
Mary at 519 353,5360. 

���������� ����������meets on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 
9:00 at Knox United Church. New 

choristers, women and men from high 
school age and, are always welcome. 
Please call Helen Crysler at 519,353,
4017 for more information. 

$� � � �:�*'9�46� will 
resume again on Apr. 5, 2017 at 7 
PM, and continue 1st & 3rd Wed. 
each month until Dec.13 2017 Players 
of all ages & levels welcome. 

Regular 4�#�� � >���� #� is held�
on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 
Executive meets at 6:30 pm, General 
Membership at 7 pm. No meeting 
July or August. Legion Bar Hours: 
Thurs. 3,8pm / Friday 3,11pm / Sat 3,
8pm  

.���� �2�� :������� �� ����
support for those living with cancer, 
or caring for someone who is. 
Meeting for coffee and discussion 
every 2nd Wed. of the month from 10 
, 11 am.above Cora Computers, 582 
Hepner Cresc., Port Elgin. To confirm 
the cancer group meeting dates, or for 
more information please contact 
yvonne@wiseowl.ca,  519,389,1159 

1.191� * ��� � � ���� a t 
Imma nue l Miss ionar y C hurch 
Wednesdays 6:30–8:00 p.m. For more 
information call:  519,353,5270  

7"?:$
18�
The -��,����������1������meets 

at the �������� 4������� the first 
Thursday of the month 6:30,7:30pm. 
New members always welcome. 

$��,�� � �� ��,�� 4 , 5pm on 
Thursdays at the Paisley Arena. $3 
drop in fee. Come on out and practice 
your stick handling, and puck skills. 
Protective equipment is required. 

SATURDAY 
���,� �������������������4�#�� : 

2nd & 4th Saturday at 1:30 pm, 
������	�� ��	3� ?;�� )9?@,  continuing 
until spring. Everyone welcome to 
come and have fun. Contact Neil at 
519,366,2752 for more info. 
 

1�6�.66*48�$*176�7'>6$�
 Single admission is $3, or $8 family  

�� ��������
=!�����	!������, Monday, Wednesday 
10,11am, ������ �<���� >� Friday 4,
5pm, Sunday 5,6pm 

�� ��������
0��	��<����>�Tuesday 12,1pm, ������
�<��� , Friday 2,3pm, Sunday 5:30,
6:30pm 

�� 7����
=!�����	!������, Monday, Friday 11am
,12pm, ������ �<���� , Friday 4:30,
5:30pm, Sunday 4,5pm 

����� �������� ����
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>����� ����������
K'��� ����6%� #�����L 
307 Balaklava St. Paisley 

353,5270 

immanuelemc@bmts.com 

Rev. Tony Geense 

Service: ��(@�����Sunday 

�Adult Bible Study every Sunday 
morning starting at 9:30 a.m. . 

�Children's Ministry , Sunday 
mornings at 10:45 a.m. 

�Prayer Meeting 6:30 p.m. every 
Sunday evening. 

�AWANA Kid's Club Wed. nights 
6:30  , 8 p.m. September , March  

? �����������
399 Goldie St.  Paisley 

353,5278 
knoxunited@bmts.com 
twitter.com/Knoxunited 

 

Rev. Tim Reaburn  

Worship Service at 10:45 a.m. with 
Sunday School during service.   

Sanctuary is wheelchair accessible. 

�

-�&������������
288 Church Street, Paisley 
Lay Pastor Lynda Janzen  

Service:  Sunday���(�������
with Sunday School  

during service 

1 #��� �������
K7����������������1�� ��� L 

"�#
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Sunday mornings 9:30 am  
for information, please contact 

Glenys Johnson at:  
glenys@xplornet.com 

.����� ������

����������� �������
260 Queen St. S, Paisley 

Worship Leader Mr. Jim Gowan 
Sunday morning worship 9:00 am 

with Sunday School & Nursery 

The Royal Canadian Legion Paisley 
Branch 295 :� ���� �� 1����������
"���� (upstairs) Great for parties 
of  100 people or less. Bartender 
provided. For information and 
bookings please call the Legion at 
519,353,5444 during Open Hours  

������������
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7�����������1�%������is published by ���
���	���
&
��	�����


$���'��
��
$�������

eleven times per year: the first Thursday of 

the month from February to December 

�M�� copies are distributed %�������"
���� to Paisley and its Rural 

Routes, R.R. 1 & 2 Dobbinton, R.R. 2 & 3 Chesley, R.R. 1 & 2 

Cargill, & in stores in the Paisley Area, or by Paid Subscription 

$26.00 per year.  

6�����(�����#�-������!����������� #(�)�������)�� ��� !�

�� � �(�4�  ��������!�
���������� (�$� ����-���#���!��

1�%������ #(�)�  ��������&��0�������

�6���������� �� � or general inquiries contact Craig at: P. O. Box 

579 Paisley,(519,353,5707), or paisleyadvocate@eastlink.ca 

�1�%������ # contact Jennifer at: paisleyvillage@gmail.com or 519

,389,0805  

�-���� #��	�������&��� ��contact Lynn at: P.O. Box 316 Paisley or 

lynnpaisleyadvocate@gmail.com  
=���"��������!���=		��	���	����#���
�����3�����A?9������������:9�

5��!��������:9�5��!�����5��
�������������A?B��>�(�����������	!�

"����	����"���	!������	�����������3�

All submissions should be made by the 20th of the preceding 

month.  

7�� ,�8���

O n behalf of the Paisley & 
Community Food Bank and its 

recipients, I would like to express our 
heartfelt gratitude to everyone who 
helped support the food bank during 
the Christmas season.   

Your generous support enabled 
us to help 75 families who were very 
grateful for the assistance they 
received.  Your kindness and 
generosity helped brighten the 
C hr istma s sea s on f or ma ny 
disadvantaged children and teens in 
our community. Your ongoing 
support and commitment to our 
community enables us to continue to 
help those in need, not just at 
Christmas but throughout the year as 
well.  

A special thank you to Marilee 
and Don Lake for all their time and 
energy in helping to gather the gifts 
and donations. 

May God bless you for the 
kindness that you have shared 

"3�=3��"����
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%��!�#�	<�=!��	���������

)�� �)�����.��#���

�MN�������

W right John James , at the Grey 
Bruce Health Services , Owen 

Sound on Friday November 25,2016. 
John Wright resident of Country 
Lane Nursing Home in Chatsworth 
and formerly of Tara and Port Elgin 
in his 75th year.  

Beloved husband of the late 
former Evelyn Martin. Dear Step 
Father of Sharon and David 
MacKenzie and Martin and Kim Gill 
all of Tara. Grandfather of Nathan 
(Ashley), Robin (Keri), Lydia 
(Steve), Amanda (Sam), Nicole, 
Devyn  (Ashley), Shantelle and great,
grandfather of Keegan, Carter, 
Prestyn, Maeven, Ethan and Brycen. 
Brother of Glen Wright of Paisley.  

A Celebration of John's life was 
be held on Sunday December 04 at 
the Arkwright Hall.  

Memorial donations to the 
Canadian Cancer Society would be 
appreciated as your expressions of 
sympathy.  

)���4������

J ames "Jim" Leifso, of Hanover 
passed away peacefully on 

Sunday, January 15, 2017 at The 
Village Long Term Care in Hanover. 
He was 65 years old. 

Jim was born on March 17, 1952 
in Hanover to the late Elmer and 
Mildred (nee Breutigam) Leifso and 
was employed at P & H Foods in 
production for many years. 

 Survived by his children Shawn, 
Joseph, Jamie,Lynn, Bobbi and 
Sabrina. Jim w ill be fondly 
remembered by his friends and 
extended family. 

Visitation was held at St. 
Matthew's Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Hanover on Friday, January 20, 2017 
followed by a Funeral Service. 
Interment in Hanover Cemetery. 
Arrangements by Mighton Funeral 
Home, Hanover. 

Memorial donations to the charity 
of your choice would be appreciated 
as expressions of sympathy. 

P eacefully, surrounded by the love 
of his family, at SBGHC, 

Chesley, on Saturday, January 21st, 
2017, in his 89th year.  Jim, beloved 
son of the late Esline and Stella 
Nicholson.  Dear brother of Lawrence 
of Owen Sound, Phyllis Arkell of 
Cargill, Ruby Friar of Paisley, Vina 
Thompson of Paisley, Dorothy 
Nicholson of Chesley, Anne Gibson 
of Owen Sound, Barbara Ferguson of 
Wiarton and Violet Swannell of 
Owen Sound. Predeceased by his four 
brothers Lloyd, Clarence, Clive, and 
Stanley, and by his three sisters Urilla 
Vance, Sybil Esplen and Gwen 
Rossiter. 

Friends were received at Knox 
United Church, Paisley, on January 
25th, 2017 followed by the funeral 
service with Pastor Bob Johnston 
officiating.  Spring interment at Lovat 
Cemetery. 

Arrangements by T.A. Brown 
Funeral Home. 

Memorial donations to a charity 
of your choice would be appreciated 
by the family. 

)�����O)��O�.�������
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T he family of the late Gordon H. 
Brown wish to express our 

heartfelt thanks to family, friends and 
neighbours for all of their support 
during this difficult time. All of the 
cards, kind words, flowers, gifts and 
food brought to our homes was very 
touching. 

The generous donations to the 
Paisley Baptist Church and the 
Walkerton Hospital Foundation were 
greatly appreciated. 

Special thanks to Dr. Gill and all 
of the staff at the Walkerton Hospital 
for their amazing care and to the 
Rhody Family Funeral Home for 
going above and beyond in helping us 
celebrate a life well lived. 

Thank you to Rev. Lynda Janzen 
for all of her comforting words and 
support. The kindness shown to our 
family will never be forgotten. 

.����	����	����	��������#��5	�
�	!����������

1�6�9�����

A re you 55+ and young at heart? 
Want to join us for some fun 

competition? 
Sign up to be part of the AE 55+ 

Games. Games to include: Bid 
Euchre, Contract Bridge, Carpet 
bowling, Crokinole, Euchre, Solo, 
Cribbage, and end things off with a 
seniors luncheon.  

All eligible winners may 
advance, by choice, to the district or 
even provincial games. 

Contact Katrina Eke at 519,363,
3039 ex 117 or programs@arran,
elderslie.ca 

Special thanks to the local 
businesses and service clubs that 
sponsored ice time for free skates 
over the Christmas break. All skates 
were well attended by families in 
your area. 

Paisley arena staff 
Paisley Freshmart 
Paisley Rotary Club 

"�������	�>�*� J���

V icky and Les Hammell are thrilled 
to announce the arrival of two 

grandchildren.  
������ �����	!� (on the right in the 

photo) was born to Crystal and Jon 
Young on Nov. 27, 2016 and  .����
�����was born to Candace and Peter 
MacKenzie on Dec. 27, 2016. All are 
from Elmira. 

The proud great grandmother is Barb 
Bryce of Paisley. 

-������
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