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Proud of Our Community, Proud of Our Heritage 

Musical Jam Session Held at 
Knox United Church 

 

T here's an old familiar Negro 
Spiritual which begins, “My Lord 

what a morning, My Lord what a 
morning...”. Sunday, February 7 was 
indeed such a 'morning' on Goldie 
Street when Knox United Church 
opened wide its doors for the first ever 
Musical Jam Session.  

Eight local and area musicians 
performed a diverse selection of 
country and old-time gospel music to a 
nearly full venue. This event was 
unique because it was the first time 
this specific group of performers had 
ever shared a stage together. 

Vocalist Mandi Craddock 

(shown above), with John Leader 
providing beautiful support on piano, 
brought cheers and tears from the 
audience with her solos: Amazing 
G r a c e ,  L e o n a r d  C o h e n ' s 
“Hallelujah” (in kd lang's style), and 
“How Great Thou Art” (in a version 
influenced by the American county 

music singer, Martina McBride). 
Mandi sang with such feeling and 
clarity, touching all who heard her. 

John Leader, another local and 
most versatile musician, sang and 
played his guitar in his set of 
traditional and familiar pieces, 
including “In the Sweet Bye and Bye” 
and “Hold on to God” (a favourite, 
written by country music artist Dwight 
Yoakum). As a long-time member of 
the band “Flashback,” John's 
reputation in the music world has been 
enjoyed in diverse settings, with his 
solo act and his current band, “Easy 
Street,” bringing so much satisfaction 
and joy to all his audiences at fairs, 
private parties, retirement homes, and 
county festivals. 

Mandi and John combined their 
vocal skills and his guitar to provide 
two amazing duets: “Ring of Fire” 
with back up provided by the group, 
and Shania Twain's country pop 
ballad, “From This Moment On.” 
Their voices produced such an 
appealing and moving sound. What a 

duo! 
Jim Beech, lead singer and 

guit a r ist  f or  12 yea rs w ith 
“Yesterday's Wine,” is a well-
respected song-writer and performer 
across Ontario and in the US. He 
brought his musical talents on vocal 
and acoustic guitar to this stage with a 
diverse collection of pieces, including 
one from his most recent CD “The 
Possum and the Devil,” a tribute to 
George Jones, the great country music 
artist. Another selection was his 
version of the crowd favourite, “On 
the Wings of a Dove,” recorded first 
by Ferlin Huskey and #1 on the charts 
for 10 weeks. As a musician, Jim 
continues to show his love of 
performing, his versatility, and his 
considerable musical skills.  

Jim Patterson, on vocal and 
acoustic guitar, brought years of 
musical experience and talent to this 
event. His rich, mellow voice did 
justice to the beautiful “On the Far 
Side Banks of Jordan,” first recorded 
by Johnny and June Carter Cash. He 

provided more joy and memories for 
the audience as he sang other 
favourites, including Hank Williams' 
“I Saw the Light.” Jim's induction in 
June, 2015 - as one of 7 into the first 
class of entrants into the Bruce-Grey 
Music Hall of Fame in Hepworth - 
represents the culmination of his very 
successful and significant career in the 
country music genre. 

Jim Beech and Don Maxwell 
supplied the superb sound system for 
this jam session, and the band playing 
'back up' provided an amazing full 
sound that filled the venue and 
supported each performer. This 
versatile group - with years of 
performing behind them - added the 
perfect blend of instruments to each 
artist's set. 

Gord Cottrill, a well-known local 
musician, and long-time member of 
the group “Jim Patterson and the 
Northern Gentlemen,” provided 
excellent back up throughout on lead 
guitar, steel guitar, and harmonica. 

Don Maxwell, a member for 
many years of “Yesterday's Wine,” 
and a Paisley 'son', returned for this 
special event. He displayed his 
musical skills on bass guitar, on back 
up and on vocal, including his 
touching rendition of the song “Love 
Without End, Amen.” So many in the 
audience were happy to once again 
hear this performer on stage back 
home! 

Bill McWaters , a familiar face in 
various musical settings in Bruce-
Grey, provided outstanding back up on 
snare drum with vocal accompaniment 
for these musicians. His skills are 
considerable, and add a significant 
component to local music groups in 
the area. 

Bob Robb, a local musician, story 
teller, and well-known participant at 
Back Eddie's 'jam sessions', has a long 
professional background playing a 
variety of stringed instruments, with 
several recordings also to his credit. 
Bob added the distinctive sound and 
tone of his mandolin to provide that 
“full sound” back up for all the 
musicians on stage. 

For 55 years, Jim Patterson has 
been entertaining audiences. To that 
considerable record, add the history 
the other performers have provided 
through their music in so many diverse 
venues over the years. It is no surprise 
the audience was moved by Paisley 
and area's finest musicians, a “Million 
Dollar Band,” as someone at the event 
labelled them! Many who heard them 
continue to ask, “When are you having 
another great 'musical jam session' like 
that one? You've just got to bring them 
all back again!” 

 
Marilyn Coffman 

Local Performers  Shine at Knox United 
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Dig in to Win 

Draw! 
 

Shop in Paisley this winter  

for a chance to win over  

$600.00 in Prizes  

Sponsored by the Paisley & District Chamber of Commerce 

����Final Draw - Mar. 31, 2016 for 

 $300 in Paisley Bucks 
  plus a Cozy Quilt donated by  

    Westminster Quilters 
 

Participating businesses include: 
  Paisley Vet. Services, Go Co Gas Bar, Alicia's 

Clothing, Midtown Foodmarket, Allen's Home 

Building Centre, Paisley Pharmacy, Pastime 

Gold Mine, Marty's Bar & Grill, Thompson 

Bros. Furniture, 
 Jo-Anne's Window Fashions, Back Eddie's, 

Paisley Architectural Millwork, Elora Soap, 

Paisley Home Hardware, Paisley freshmart, 

McCullough's Service Centre,  

and Nature's Millworks 

Letter to the Editor 

T echnically, this a “Letter from the 
Editor,” because the person who 

raised the following two points was 
too shy to write and asked me to do it. 
1. To the person who is dumping 

wood ashes inside the entrance to 
Rotary Park, please stop it! You 
are just making more work for the 
folks who have to clean up the 
park every spring. (You’re almost 
as bad as those people who clean 
up after their dog, but then leave 
that little bag of poop on the 
sidewalk.) 

2. A big hat tip and a hearty thank 
you to our PCS crossing guard 
who has gone above and beyond 
to keep the school crossing area 
clear of snow and ice, and keep 
our kids safe. Thank you! 

That’s it for now, but remember ... 
someone is watching. 

———♦——— 
I guess it’s time I write up a few 

words of thanks, myself.  
Putting together this monthly 

newspaper involves a lot of work, and 
I can assure you, without the help of 
some dedicated volunteers, it 

wouldn’t happen. Here are a few of 
those whose monthly contribution to 
the Advocate keeps us in print: 
�� Thank you to Jennifer Speckhard, 

our tireless proof-reader. Trust 
me, if you saw some of the 
articles “as submitted,” you’d 
realize how valuable she is. 

�� Also, thanks to Joanna Pengelly 
who takes care of distribution. 
She man-handles 2000 copies of 
the Advocate each month (and has 
to deal with Canada Post on top of 
it! And I’m not referring to our 
local post office here. They’re 
great!) 

�� Finally, to the person with the 
least glamorous job of all, a big 
thanks to Lynn Cecchetti, our 
financial wiz. She pays the bills, 
invoices the advertisers and 
subscribers and keeps us in the 
black. 

Without these volunteers (and those 
who preceded them), there would be 
no Advocate. So again I say, thank 
you. 

your humble editor, 
Craig Budreau 

Paisley Ag. Society  

160 Years Strong! 

T he coming year promises to be an 
exciting time of change and 

c e le bra t ion f or  t he  Pa is le y 
Agricultural Society. The theme for 
The Fair this year is 160 Years Strong 
which will be an expression of our 
enduring strength in the midst of ever-
c ha nging a nd e ve r -e volvin g 
a g r i c u l t u r a l 
traditions. Our aim 
is to adapt our fair 
to and to embrace 
new technologies 
and practices while 
at the same time, 
appreciating the 
heritage of the past!  

The Society 
began its year with 
a huge Thank You 

to Gail Fullerton for 
her 14 years of 
faithful service as 
secretary-treasurer 
and well wishes for 
h e r  f u t u r e 
adventures and 
endeavours. Gail’s 
organizational skills and hard work 
have brought the agricultural society 
to the place where it is easy to pass 
the torch on. Thank you, Gail! 

A warm welcome is extended to 
the new secretary-treasurer, Bernice 
MacKinnon. This is not an out with 
the old, in with the new situation by 

any means, as Gail continues to lend 
her support and share insights from 
her wealth of knowledge! Please note 
the mailing address change to: 1514 
Concession 8, RR 3, Paisley, ON N0G 
2N0 and the new email address: 
paisleyfair@yahoo.ca 

The fair this year will be held on 

Sunday September 11, 2016 with 
Opening Ceremonies Saturday Night 
on the 10th. Monthly meetings are 
held throughout the year and if you 
would like to be a part of our amazing 
adventure in ‘Celebrating Agricultural 
Traditions’ please contact Berni 
MacKinnon at 519-353-5664. 

Agricultural S ociety representative John Thornburn 

presents Gail with a gift certificate of thanks 
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I t’s been a quiet month at the 
Branch. The Ways and Means 

committee are still coming up with 
ideas for our next events. Be sure to 
watch the signs and our Facebook 
page for information. I’m glad to say 
that we have had a couple of members 
return to us after a few years away. 
We also have initiated one other 
person. This seems minor to most, but 
when the Branch grows even a little, it 
is a big deal. Please remember that 
anyone can become a member of the 
Royal Canadian Legion by just filling 
out a membership form and having it 
put through the Branch. We really 
need new members.  

This is our election year and I 
believe some of the executive are 
getting ready to take a break. We need 
new people to step up and become 
leaders for Paisley Branch 295 and for 
the Legion as a whole. I’m sure it 
seems scary for some, but once you’re 
in a position on the executive you will 
find it most rewarding to know how 
the Branch helps our veterans, seniors, 
youth and the community. Please take 
time to consider getting involved. 

Also remember our building for 
any upcoming events you or people 
you know are planning. The rent is 
very affordable and the Ladies 
Auxiliary is always ready to serve that 
meal or lunch that will be needed. 
Again these ladies do their very best 
to support the Branch and are always 
willing to cater any event that comes 
their way. Please don’t forget them 
when planning your event. 

By now the public speaking 

contest for students will be over and I 
know that the presentations will have 
been great. Next month I’ll let you 
know for sure how they went.  

Last fall I mentioned how well the 
students supported the poster, poem 
and essay contest. We sent our 
winners on to the Zone contest and 
three of them moved on to District 
competition. At District the three of 
them all placed 3rd in their class. This 
is a great achievement when you 
consider the size of the competition. (I 
would mention their names, but I do 
not have their permission to reveal 
their names publicly). I just want the 
whole community to know how proud 
we are of their efforts and also the 
efforts of everyone else who entered. 
It is great to see how these young 
people realize and acknowledge the 
efforts of the heroes who gave so 
much to have the free world we live in 
today. Who knows what life would be 
like if they hadn’t made this sacrifice 
for us. 

In ending, just remember to watch 
for our next events. Members, we 
need help to keep our Branch 
operating. Come to the general 
meetings and become involved. 
Lastly, anyone can join the Legion. 
Come pick up a membership form at 
the Branch, or ask someone you know 
who is a member  to get one for you. 
If you’re not sure, just call the Branch 
during our open hours and the 
stewards will be more than pleased to 
assist you.                        Glen Hanley 

 Br295, Paisley 
 Of The Royal Canadian Legion 

Paisley Legion This Month 
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L ots of people enjoyed Family Day activities at the Paisley Arena. Skaters, 
curlers, & crafters alike. On the left is Hanah Muir painting her milk carton 

bird feeder. Pictured at the right are Lily Braida, Madi MacDougal and Kylee 
MacDougal with their Wowbutter/birdseed creations.                 Alicia Mariano 

Family Day Fun  

for the birds 
What’s Going On in Paisley?  

We’ve Got An App For That! 

W ith 26 events and festivals, 
f r o m  1 4  d i f f e r e n t 

organizations, happening in the 
Paisley area in 2016, there is a 
tremendous amount of information to 
find and share with friends and 
family.  

Now, you can find all of the info, 
plus some great features, on the 
Paisley Events and Festivals Mobile 
App, which is a free download for 
iPhone and Android. In addition to 
detailed info on things such as 
schedules, contact info, and ticket 
info, there are features such as maps, 
which can activate Google Navigator, 
providing driving directions. (Paisley 
people may not need these directions, 
but it’s a helpful feature for visitors). 
The app houses other maps as well, 
such as Paisley’s riverside trail map, 
The Sma llmouth Bass Derby 
Boundaries Map, and the “Free 
Shuttle Bus Locations” map for the 
Maple Syrup Festival.  

The Paisley Events and Festivals 
App also has a great “share” feature, 
which allows users to share the app 
via text message, email, Facebook, 
and more options! It’s a very easy 
way to share all of the information! 
The App is a free download for 
iPhone and Android, and the files are 
quite small in size, with the Android 
app at 2.3MB, and the IPhone app at 
5.2MB. The only time that the Paisley 
Events and Festivals app uses data is 
when an update is required (very 
infrequent), so for the majority of the 
time, users can find all of the info that 
they are looking for, without using 
any data! 

There are many different ways for 
the Paisley Events and Festivals app 

to be helpful! Here is one perfect 
e xa mple : pr ior t o  Pa is le y’ s 
Smallmouth Bass Derby last year, we 
were constantly being asked “Where 
can I find the Derby Rules?” It would 
have been very effective to just share 
the app with everyone that asked, so 
they would have that info stored on 
their phone, to reference whenever 
they needed, or share with anyone 
asking them that same question! 

Funding for the lifetime purchase 
of this app, along with the large 
mailing of Events listing cards (which 
blanketed Arran Elderslie, Saugeen 
Shores, Kincardine, Brockton, and 
Huron Kinloss) came from a generous 
Ontario Trillium Foundation Grant. 

This mobile app can be a great 
tool to find all info on Events and 
Festivals, and to encourage people 
that live in other communities to come 
to Paisley to see what we have to offer 
with our many Events and Festivals! 

So, if you have the app on your 
phone already, please use the share 
feature to tell everyone about it! If 
you don’t have the app installed on 
your iPhone or Android yet, you can 
find it by searching your marketplace, 
following the link from the website 
paisleyevents.ca, or by scanning the 
2D barcode on the event listing card, 
or this article! 

Max Johnston 

T he Breakfast Program at PCS cooked and served a Pancake Breakfast to 
the students & staff of Paisley Central School on Tuesday, February 9, 

2016.  On the left, Emily Maus & Larissa Emke helping serve the 
younger students. On the right, Ava Gregg is certainly enjoying hers! 

Mmm, Pancakes 

The Easter Bunny has arrived early at the  

Pastime Goldmine, and he’s left lots of great gift ideas! 
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Stop in to the Pastime Goldmine and see what that 

rascally old rabbit has left for us this year! 

����

�

502 Queen St S, 

Paisley   

519-353-GAME (4263)     
pastimegoldmine.ca    

  

OPEN: 

   MON, THURS, FRI: 10-6 

SAT, SUN: 10-5  
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Photography 
 

P hotography has had many changes 
over the years. It is a living for 

some and hobby for others. From 
about 1870 to 1910, Paisley supported 
approximately 15 photographers. 

While the camera obscura and 
similar optical devices had been 
known for centuries it wasn’t until the 
1800’s that a means of chemically 
recording an image was created. 

In 1816, Nicephore Niepce (1765-
1833) had the first “successful’ 
photographic image.  He used a small 
camera of his own making and a piece 

of paper coated with silver chloride 
which darkened where it was exposed 
to light. In 1827 he took the first 
photograph, however his process took 
8 hours to expose and then it was of 
poor quality.   

Ten years later Louis Daguerre 
(1787-1851) created a better image in 
just a few minutes. One of the oldest 
photo portrait known was made by 
Joseph Draper of New York in about 
1839 of his sister. 

It was George Eastman (1854-
1932) who made photography  
accessible to the public. 

George was born in Waterville, 
New York and in 1880 he began the 
Eastman Dry Plate and Film 
Company. His first camera sold in 
1888, a box camera that took 100 
exposures.   

Frank Browne ll, a camera 
designer and manufacturer was asked 
by Eastman to design a camera that 
was economical, so ordinary people 
could take up photography. Brownell 
produced the Brownie camera and it 
went on sale in February 1900. The 
Brownie was named for characters 
started by a Canadian author and 
illustrator, Palmer Cox.  

This camera became very popular 
over the years. You might have owned 
a Brownie.  Many of us remember the 
Brownie Hawkeye camera which was 
ma de  f r om Ma y 1949 a nd 
discontinued in July 1961.  Remember 

the “620 film” roll which 
produced black and white 
pictures, size 2¼ x 2 ¼” 
when developed? The cost 
of a Brownie Hawkeye 
camera was $5.50 and if you 
had one with a flash, it was 
$7.00. 

Imagine how these 
inventors would be amazed 
at the cell phones, iPads and 
digital cameras producing 
photos today. 

One thing to remember 
is when you take a snapshot, 
note on the back the date, 
name and if possible where 
the photo was taken.  At the Treasure 
Chest Museum we have many 
beautiful photos with no name, date or 
any other information. 

At the Museum we have vintage 
cameras, like the Brownie. Or take a 

look at the world in 3-D, 
t h r o u g h  a n  o ld 
stereoscope.  

———♦——— 
The Museum is always 
looking for volunteers to 
help with projects, 
displays and much more. 
If you have an idea for a 
program or display, let 
us know.  If interested in 
a tour over the March 
break,  give us a call at 
519-353-7176. 
The Volunteers want to 
say a big thank you to 
municipal staff for 

clearing our walkway and roadways.   
Have a Happy St. Patrick Day and 

Happy Easter! 
Judy MacKinnon, Volunteer, 

Friends of Treasure Chest Museum 

Secrets of the Treasure Chest 

It’s  

Snow 

Time! 
 

W endy Corvaglia 
sent us this 

picture.  
She writes, “We 

thought we would share 
this cute photo of our 
family, our snow family, 
with a view of the 
beautiful river.”  

“New in town, we are 
just loving Paisley - and 
taking advantage of the 
mild weather to play in 
the snow!” 

Pictured here are Paul, 
Wendy and snow dog 
Marley.  

Making a Difference 

O n Wednesday January 27, Cindy 
Wheeler dropped by Paisley 

Central to talk with the Me to We 
Group, which is made up of Grade 7 
and 8 students who want to make a 
difference locally and across the 
world.   

Cindy is the Senior Fund 
Development Officer with Bruce 
Grey Child and Family Services and 
is our contact with Our Kids 
Foundation (Bruce Grey).  Cindy 

came with messages of gratitude from 
the two children we are sponsoring 
this year through the funds raised 
during our Christmas Campaign. 

Paisley Central is really proud to 
know that we are making a difference. 
Particularly for the 9 year old girl and 
12 year old boy that will be able to go 
to camp, have warm winter clothing 
and receive additional tutoring 
support because of us. 

 Allison McLeod 
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 Tales from Lonefeather by Jerrold Beech 

Quilting   
 

W hen it’s forty below outside, 
everyone loves to crawl into a 

bed with soft sheets and have a nice 
warm quilt to pull over themselves.  

But do you know what’s involved 
in the making of a good quilt?  
Quilting is the process of sewing two 
or more layers of fabric together to 
make a thicker padded material. It is 
typically done in three layers: the top 
fabric or quilt top, batting or insulating 
material and a backing material. To 
protect the fingers a thimble is worn 
on the end of your finger.  

Now that's the hard part. The easy 
or best part is the chit chat that goes 
on at a ladies' quilting bee.  

I drop in at the coffee shop once in 
a while to catch up on the local news 
but that's nothing compared to the 
good old fashioned chin wag the ladies  
have while quilting in the basement of 

a church or a community centre. It's 
sort of a mid-winter break for the girls. 
It also prevents "cabin 
fever" (and gives their live
-in a break.) 

As the quilting 
proceeds you may hear 
terms like, “pass the 
thread, you missed a 
stitch, make sure you 
do your half or pick 
up the thimble.” 

More likely, the 
conversation might 
go like this: 

"That's right, 
I tell you, she 
talks so much that I 
doubt if she remembers the last 
time her bottom lip touched her top 
lip," one woman said as she poked her 
needle through the three layers.  Then 
she shook her head and said, "Did I 
just say that?"    

There's never more than a minute 
goes by before someone else will pick 
up the conversation.  

"I hear Mrs. Murphy is having 
twins. I wonder who the 

father is?” 
“I don't know, the 

last one had red hair 
and no one has red hair 

on either side of that 
family.”  

"Did anyone hear that 
Mrs. Do-Little has finally 

found herself a man. I 
heard she found him on 

eBay, or was it eHarmony."  
"I wonder how that works?"  

"Maybe we should all sign 
up."  

"No that's not a good idea. We 
might end up with something worse 
than we already have."   

"I don't think that's possible," an  
old lady piped up. "I think there's a 

saying about that. Yes, you should be 
careful what you wish for. The green 
grass on the other side of the fence 
sometimes ain't all that green."  

“Did you know that Lorne Green 
was a Canadian?"  

And off they go on another 
subject.  

Personally I would like to see 
Rick Mercer do an interview at one of 
these quilting bees. I can just see him 
getting all dressed up in protective 
gear just in case a stray needle flies at 
him or an elderly lady with all her best 
makeup and red lipstick  makes  a 
pass.    

On a serious note we should 
sincerely thank these ladies for 
donating their time and energies in 
making these quilts. Many of their 
quilts are donated to those in need. 

Indeed, thumbs up or thimbles up 
for all their time and efforts in caring 
for others.   

What’s Happening at Kids and Us? 
Self Help Skills 

D id you know that self-help skills 
enable your children to become 

independent and conf ident in 
themselves? How are children ever 
going to develop self-help skills if we 
are constantly doing the tasks for 
them?  

At the daycare, the educators 
encourage the children to try to do 
things first, and then ask for help if 
they still need it. Teaching children to 
do things alone at such a young age is 
giving them the tool for success down 
the road. Once children have mastered 
the easy skills, it takes no time at all to 
learn the more difficult ones. Here you 
can see Skyla washing her hands all 
alone in the sink. She turned the tap 
on, rubbed soap in her hands and 
rinsed them off. She also dried her 
hands with a napkin and she isn’t even 
2 years old! Skyla, as well as many 
other children her age, are also 
working on dressing and undressing, 
potty training, as well as putting on 
and taking off shoes. Wow, toddlers! 
Keep up the hard work. 

Dirty Snow! 
The preschoolers love to eat the 

snow and the educators are constantly 
telling them how dirty it is. The 
children always say it looks clean but 
what they don’t know is how much 
dirt and sand hide in the snow that we 
cannot see. Trying to tell children and 
hoping they understand what you’re 
saying is unrealistic because most 
children are hands-on learners and 
need to see it to believe it. The teacher 

filled a bucket with snow and took it 
inside with them. Later in the day as 
the snow melted, you could see the 
dirt settling at the bottom. Next, the 
teacher took napkins and placed them 
over a clean, empty bucket. The 
children watched as the teacher poured 
the melted snow over the napkin. The 
dirt particles collected on the napkin, 
as the clean water dripped into the 
clean bucket. The children could not 
believe all that dirt came from one 
small bucket of snow and believe me, 
there was a lot of discussion about 
thing things we should and should not 
be putting in our mouth. I wonder how 
many children will continue to eat 

snow after seeing this 
experiment!! 

———♦——— 

Snow Activities 
The weather tends to 

cooperate when it wants to 
for our after school 
program! Whenever the 
group can make it outside, 
they always do something 
really cool! The school-age 
teacher helped the children 
make a “fort” with an igloo 
block maker. They stacked the snow 
blocks a foot high in the style of a 
brick wall. The teamwork that went 
into this project was wonderful to see 
and left the teacher feeling very proud. 
The group left an opening to use as a 
doorway and made sure the structure 
was big enough for the entire group to 
be able to go in it at once. The 
c hildr e n ha ve  e xt ra or dina r y 
imaginations and always know how to 
have a good time. Even days after the 
group built this snow fort on the 
school property, it was a big hit for 
everyone as all were welcome to make 
use of it! Excellent teamwork to 
everyone who participated! 

———♦——— 
K ids a nd Us C ommunity 

Childcare and Family Education 
Centers welcome children between the 
ages of 18 months - 12 years. Are you 
looking for a fun program to send your 
children to in this age range? Call us 
today or stop in for a visit. We are 
open Monday through Friday, from 
6:30am to 6:00pm and would be 
happy to give you more information. 
If you have children younger than this, 
please call for more details; it’s never 
too early to register your children. We 
run two before and after school 

programs; one in Paisley, and one in 
Chesley. Both programs are located 
within the schools for easy transitions 
to and from the school day. Our phone 
number is 519-353-7220, our address 
is 182 Arnaud Street Paisley, and our 
email address is paisley@kidsandus.ca 

Kayla Bross RECE 
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Nary A Trace    
 

M irran Blue was almost ten years 
old before she realized there 

was something wrong with her family.  
She wasn’t quite three when her 
family emigrated from Scotland and 
settled in Elderslie Township, Bruce 
County. Of course she didn’t 
remember anything about the trip or 
who all came with her on the boat but 
as far back as she could remember 
there were Grannie, Granda, Uncle 
Jim, Aunt Mary and William and 
Stuart for her to play with. She knew 
William and Stuart weren’t her 
brothers; they weren’t even brothers, 
because Stuart had a different last 
name. She missed the boys when they 
started to school and cried and begged 
Grannie to let her go too but Grannie 
said she was too little to walk the two 
miles to Gillies Hill School.  It was 
not until two months after her seventh 
birthday that she was finally allowed 
to attend school. 

School was wonderful for Mirran. 
She loved the teacher. She learned to 
read in no time at all and she had a 
best friend, Christina McDonald. They 
met at the corner every morning and 
walked to school together. The teacher 
even let them sit together. They made 
up nicknames for each other.  
Christina was “Chrissy” and Mirran 
was “Mur.” Mur sounded so much 
better than Sarah, which the teacher 
insisted on calling her. Miss Johnson 
said there was no such name as Mirran 
in the English Language. Mirran was 
Gaelic for Sarah and since no one was 

allowed to speak the Gaelic at school, 
Mirran became Sarah, but it was very 
hard to get used to. Sometimes Miss 
Johnson had to call twice, “Sarah, will 
you answer the question, please?” 

Christina McDonald was two 
years older than Mirran but Mirran 
soon caught up to her and they did 
their lessons together. The week 
before Chrissy’s 12th birthday, the 
girls were very excited. The days 
dragged by. Would Friday never 
come? Mur was to walk home after 
school with Chrissy and stay over 
night. Uncle Jim said he would hitch 
up the horse and come for her on the 
jumper on Saturday afternoon. 

Mirran noticed something very 
different about Chrissy’s family as 
soon as she hung up her cloak and  
heavy stockings on the hooks behind 
the door. Chrissy’s mother met them 
at the door with a hug and then 
continued stirring the stew. Chrissy’s 
two little brothers were playing on the 
floor. Her older brother had run home 
ahead of them and already was out 
helping his father. 

“Where is your Grannie and 
Granda?” Mirran whispered after the 
girls climbed the ladder to the loft.  
And don’t you have an uncle and an 
aunt living with you?” 

“Grannie and Granda live farther 
down the road,” replied Chrissy. “I 
have uncles but they didn’t come to 
Canada with us. I helped my  Pa write  
a letter to them telling them they 
should join us here,” Chrissy replied 
proudly. 

Mirran was silent for a few 

minutes. A strange feeling came over 
her. Was it homesickness? No, she 
was ten - well almost ten and had been 
looking forward to this day all week. 
“Come let’s play noughts and 
crosses,” she suggested. 

“I think I should go down and help 
my mother. She expects my help as 
soon as I change out of my school 
clothes.” 

“Aunt Mary helps Grannie,” 
Mirran commented, “But I help with 
the clean up,” she added quickly. 

After supper the girls sat at the big 
table doing homework and drawing 
pictures. Chrissy’s mother sat near the 
light with her knitting and her Pa and 
brothers whittled until it was too dark 
to see what they were doing. 

Mirran lay awake for a long time 
after Chrissy fell asleep. One thought 
was whirling through her mind. She 
told Chrissy about it next morning 
when they were carrying the water 
from the spring. “Chrissy, I don’t have 
a mother.” 

Chrissy stopped dead in her tracks 
and looked squarely at Mirran. “Of 
course you have a mother. Everybody 
has a mother.” 

“I don’t,” replied Mirran, “I don’t 
have a father, either.” 

“Lots of people don’t have a 
mother or father  living with them but 
your Grannie looks after you. 
Sometimes mothers and fathers die. 
But somebody else in the family 
always looks after the children,” said 
Chrissy reassuringly. “Doesn’t  your 
Grannie ever tell you stories about 
your mother or father. My Grannie has 

a different story to tell me about my 
mother every time I go to visit.” 

Mirran wrinkled her brow trying 
to imagine Grannie, or Granda either, 
telling her stories. “No, she has never 
told me any stories. Uncle Jim talks a 
lot about Scotland and the trip over on 
the boat. I’ve heard about that so often 
it’s almost as if I can remember it. But 
he never mentioned a mother or father. 
I don’t think William or Stuart have a 
mother, either.” 

“What about your Aunt Mary? I 
thought she was their mother.” 

     “Aunt Mary? Havers no,” 
exclaimed Mirran, borrowing one of 
Grannie’s expressions. “They aren’t 
even brothers. Aunt Mary was never 
married. She doesn’t even like men. 
She has told me many times to never 
get married. Men just want sex and 
someone to darn their socks.” 

     Chrissy burst out laughing. 
Chrissy had such an infectious laugh 
that soon Mirran was giggling too and 
that was the end of the discussion. 

On the way home later that 
afternoon Mirran decided to ask Uncle 
Jim. “Uncle Jim, why don’t I have a 
mother and father like Chrissy does?” 

Uncle Jim gave a loud guffaw. 
“You don’t need  a father. You’ve got 
me, I’m better than any father, don’t 
you think?” 

“Of course you are Uncle Jim, and 
thank you very much for coming to 
get me. I was beginning to get 
lonesome.” 

“Lonesome for me, were you? It 
was Grannie and Aunt Mary who were 
lonesome last night. The house was so 
quiet, we ate supper in silence. It will 
be so nice to have you home again. 
Are you ready to lead the singsong 
tonight?” 

“Uh-hu,” and Mirran snuggled 
under the warm robe and slept the rest 
of the way home. Her last thought 
was, “I will ask Grannie as soon as I 
get home.” But she never did. Three 
days after her visit to Chrissy’s 
Grannie had a stroke and two days 
later she died. 

Mirran was married the day before 
her nineteenth birthday. Life had not 
been the same after Grannie died. 
Aunt Mary complained all the time 
about all the work she had to do and 
Mirran ended up quitting school to 
help her. 

But then Mirran’s life brightened 
up when Alexander came a courtin’. 
Mirran liked Alexander. He was a lot 
older than her, almost as old as Uncle 
Jim, but that didn’t matter. He made 
her laugh and made her feel important. 
She longed to be married and have a 
baby of her own to love. A baby who 
would know who its mother was. So 
on June 4th Mirran and Alexander 
started a new life together. 

By fall Mirran was a bit 
suspicious she might be pregnant but 
she didn’t share the good news with 
Alexander until she felt the baby 
move. By Christmas time, she could 
feel the bump in her tummy growing. 
On a very snowy day the end of March 
she went into labour. Alexander went 
for Mrs. McDougal. Right away Mrs. 
McDougal realized something was 
wrong and suggested Alexander go for 
the doctor. 

 
Continued on page 9 

 

Mary MacKay’s Window on the Past 
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A t Paisley Central, many students 
have been preparing speeches for 

the Public Speaking Competition. The 
school-wide competition took place on 
Tuesday February 17th, with 12 young 
and eager speakers presenting various 
topics.  

In the Junior Category, placing 1st 
was Brett Hagan with his inspiring 
speech about character traits, 2nd was 
Rebecca Mariano and her time-saving 
speech about life hacks and in 3rd 
place was Cameron Maus with a 
patriotic speech about being Canadian.  

In the Primary Division, Laela 
Pantlin gave a heartwarming speech 
about her cats and Emmi Wiggermann 
presented a very insightful speech 
about First Nations. 

 A ll t hos e  s tude nt s  w ho 
participated in the school-wide meet 
were invited to the Local Legion 
competition, which is taking place on 
March 2nd at 7pm at the Legion. Brett 
and Rebecca will move on to represent 
Paisley Central School at the Area 

finals for Bruce County on February 
25th at Northport.  

———♦——— 
Here is Brent Hagan’s speech: 

Character Traits - Brett Hagan 
Oh hey, how's it going? I love 

your outfit today (thumbs up)!  
Honorable judges, ladies and 

gentlemen, boys and girls, today I 
would like to speak to you all about 
character traits.   

To get started, we are going to 
first look at perseverance.  

Perseverance is trying your 
hardest at everything you do and not 
giving up, especially if it's an 
extremely hard task.  For example, if 
you feel like life has knocked you 
down, don't lay there on the ground. 
Bounce right back up onto your feet 
and try again.  The thing we all need 
to realize is, we shouldn't shy away or 
be afraid of messing up.  As long as 
we learn from our mistakes, that's all 
that matters.  As my dad would say 
"you live and learn." 

The next trait is grit. Grit is a lot 
similar to perseverance.  Grit is having 
intensity and not giving up, and doing 
your best at absolutely everything you 
do.  Don't listen to the people who say 
you can't! If someone else can do it, 
then we all know you can do it, too! 
We are all human beings - nothing is 
impossible! Have some dignity and 
pride in yourself, some respect, and 
believe you can.  If you don't believe 
in yourself and believe you can, then 
you just lost 50% of your chance of 
accomplishing what you wanted to do.  

Now, how about determination?  
Determination is when someone 

doesn't stop, doesn't just give up and 
makes sure that before they move on, 
they have accomplished what they 
wanted to do.  People who are 
determined believe their chance will 
come eventually if they work and 
work and work, until BOOM! they 
have their chance, take it and run with 
it.  Determination is being dedicated, 
doing as much as you can of whatever 
you need to do to reach your goals. 

Respect is important too.  Having 
respect means listening to someone, 
taking in everything they are saying, 
not fooling around while the person is 
talking to you, looking up to them, 
being nice, and helping to lift them up 
when they are down. 

For example, if my brother has a 
bad day, I tell him a joke to make him 
happy. Caring for someone is 
awesome too because you are helping 
them and making them happy. 

Now let's get a few more traits 
down before we end this off.  First, be 
honest. If you do something bad, 
admit to your mistakes.  Don't get in a 
habit of lying, just tell the truth and be 
honest. Have some integrity. If you 
make a bad mistake, put it behind you 
and learn from it.  Now you will know 
not to make that one mistake over and 
over again.  It's also important to have 
s o m e  c o m m o n  s e ns e  a n d 
intelligence.  For example, don't be 
that one person that goes around 
bugging people for fun. You have to 
be smart and think, “How am I going 
to better myself today?” I'm pretty 
sure the suggestion to that is not going 
around bothering people. When you 
wake up in the morning, ask yourself, 
"What are the three things I am going 
to do today to make myself a better 
person?" I always remember what my 
dad tells me - your thoughts become 
words, your words become your 
actions, your actions become your 
character and your character becomes 
your destiny!  

Now, one last thing before we 
close this off.  We all need to make 
sure that we use these traits throughout 
our whole lives.  A couple days of this 
character won't make much of a 
difference. But, if you follow these 
traits your whole life, you will be 
golden! 

Submitted by Allison McLeod 
5/6 Teacher 

Paisley Central School  

Continued from page 8  
 

Alexander headed out through the 
storm but by the time he returned with 
the doctor, it was too late. The baby 
was breathing on her own but she was 
very weak. Mirran just opened her 
eyes and whispered, “Take care of my 
baby. Take her to your mother. Tell 
her she had a mother who loved her 
very much. Tell her she had a 
mother…”  

She closed her eyes and the angels 
carried her soul to heaven. 

With tears streaming down his 
cheeks Alexander bundled up the 
infant and headed off to his parent’s 
place. 

In a lonely corner of the 
graveyard, almost covered with moss 
and brush, is a small slab of cement 
bearing this inscription: 

 In memory of my beloved wife  

Mirran 

Who died March 30, 1868 

Age 20 yr. 9 mo 3 days 

Also her infant daughter 
Sarah  

Age 4 months 27 days 
 

———♦——— 
 

The lives of some of the early 
pioneers were snuffed out leaving 
‘nary a trace. 

That’s when I write their story. 

Mary MacKay’s Window on the Past 

Rediscover your Library! 
March Break at the Paisley Library 

 

T he library will be offering a week 
of activities for the March Break.  

This year’s theme is Into the Future. 
�� Monday, March 14: Puppet 

Tamer Show @ Bijou Theatre in 
Chesley, 3pm.  Pick up your free 
admission ticket at the Paisley 
branch. 

�� Tuesday, March 15: The Peanuts 
Movie at the Paisley Community 
Center, 10:30 am, free admission  
bring a snack. Alien Friends Sock 
Puppet Craft, 2:00 pm, ages 7+. 
Please register as seating is 
limited. 

�� Thursday, March 17: Make & 
Take Craft –  St. Patrick’s 
Rainbow bracelet , dr op- in 
program. 

�� Friday, March 18: Minecraft, 
11am-3pm, must register for 1 
hour session, ages 7+ 

Please note that the Book Club for 
Adults meets the first Thursday of the 
month 6:30-7:30pm. New members 
always welcome. 

The Photography Club will meet 
on Saturday, March 26, 1:30-2:30.  
The only prerequisite for attending is 
an interest in photography and sharing 
your ideas, skills and knowledge. 

Our newest program, the Art 
Quilting Group, will meet on Friday, 
March 11, 10:30 a.m.  This is a group 
that has a passion for creating 
innovative quilted art work.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to share and 
learn. 

For additional details on any of 
the above programs, please call 519-
353-7225 or visit the Paisley Library. 

 
Heather McCarron,   
Assistant Supervisor 

Chesley, Paisley, Tara branches 
Bruce County Public Library 

Public Speaking at PCS 

514 Queen St S, Paisley 

519-353-5707 
paisleypharmacy@eastlink.ca 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri:  9 - 6  

Wed, Sat: 9 - 4 
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Mar. 4 - visit The Hair Garage's 

Shop-a-ganza Friday, March 4, 2015 
from 7 pm—9 pm at The Hair Garage 

Mar. 7 - Bruce County 
Genealogical Society presents  Irish 

Famine Migration From Ireland to 
Bruce County with guest Patrick 
Kelly Monday, March 7 at 7:00 pm in 
the Bruce County Museum and 
C u l t u r a l  C e nt r e .  A l l  a r e 
welcome.  Free admission  

Mar. 11 - the Art Quilting 

Group, will meet on Friday, March 
11, 10:30 a.m. at the Paisley Library. 
This is a group that has a passion for 
creating innovative quilted art work.  
This is a wonderful opportunity to 
share and learn. 

Mar 14 – March Break - Free 

Skate at Paisley Arena 1 – 2 pm, St. 
Johns Ambulance B abys itting 

Course 9am – 4:30pm at Chesley 
Comm Ctr. $50.00 Preregistration by 
March 4th is required. (age 11-14) 
363-3039 ex 37 

Mar. 15 – March Break - Free 

Movie at the Paisley Comm. Centre at 
10:30am Bring a snack!! - Free Skate 

at Paisley Arena 1 – 2 pm, Sock 

Puppets at Library drop in during 
open hours 

Mar 16 – March Break - Free 
Skate  at Paisley Arena 1 – 2 pm 

Mar 17 – March Break - Free 

Skate at Paisley Arena 1 – 2 pm, , St. 
Patrick’s Day craft at Library drop 
in during open hours 

Mar 18 – March Break - Free 

Skate  at Paisley Arena 1 – 2 pm, 
Minecraft at the Paisley Library 11 
am to 3 pm 

Mar. 25 - Pancake Breakfast at  

Ge neva Presbyterian Church, 
Chesley on Good Friday, March 25th, 
2016 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
Goodwill Donation, Church Service 
following. For info call Marion @ 
519-353-5945 

Mar. 26 - the Photography Club 

will meet on Saturday, March 26, 
1:30-2:30 at the Paisley Library. The 

only prerequisite for attending is an 
interest in photography and sharing 
your ideas, skills and knowledge. 

Apr. 3 - Country Music 

Jamboree at  Chesley Community 
Centre Sunday, April 3rd. 2016, 1:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Admission $5. Hot 
Roast Beef Dinner at 5:00 p.m.  - $10. 
Music by Dave Chittick & Players 
sponsored by Chesley Agricultural 
Society. For info call Marion @ 519-
353-5945 

 
 Regularly Scheduled Events: 

 

Crokinole at the Paisley Legion 
every 2nd Sat. at 1:30 pm (next date - 
Feb. 6) Open to everyone. Come for 
the fun of it! 

Sponge Puck Hockey at the 
Paisley Arena. All ages welcome, 
Sunday nights from 6:30-7:30pm. $3 
drop in rate 

Yoga with Kim Robinson  
Monday nights from 7:30-9pm at the 
Paisley Community Centre. For more 
information contact Kim at 519-353-
5628 or e-mail kimr430@gmail.com 

Bruce County Genealogical 
Society meetings are held in the 
Bruce County Museum & Cultural 
Centre generally the second Monday 
of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the 
winter and 7:00 p.m. April through 
October.  

Carpet Bowling Tuesday’s from 
1:30 to 4pm at Paisley Community 
Centre. $2 drop in fee. Bowls are 
provided, just bring some comfy 
shoes. For all skill levels, including 
beginners. 

Legion Euchre Night  - every 
Monday from the Monday after 
Labour Day to end of May at 7:00 pm 
sharp at the Paisley Legion. Everyone 
welcome.  

Seniors Coffee Break at the 
Legion every Monday from 10:00 am 
to 11:30 am 

Paisley Arena Public Skate - 
Tuesdays from 12-1pm, Fridays from 

2-3pm, Sundays from 5:30-6:30pm. 
Cost is $3 per individual or $8 family 
rate 

Paisley Rotary Club meets every 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.   

Paisley Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous  meets every Tuesday at 
the United Church at 8:00 p.m.  

Support Groups for people with 
Parkinson's are held the 2nd Tuesday 
of the month in Kincardine, the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month in Hanover. 
Everyone welcome. For more 
information call (519) 652-9437.  

Senior’s 55+ Luncheon  - runs 
on the last Tuesday of every month 
starting at 12 noon at Immanuel 
Missionary Church  

Paisley Concert Choir meets on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 
9:00 at Knox United Church. New 
choristers, women and men from high 
school age and better, are always 
welcome. Please call Helen Crysler at 
519-353-4017 for more information. 

Crokinole at Scone will resume 
on Apr. 6, 2016 at 7 PM, and continue 
1st & 3rd Wed. each month until 
Dec.14, 2016. Players of all ages & 
levels welcome. 

Regular Legion Meeting is held 

on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 
Executive meets at 6:30 pm, General 
Membership at 7 pm. No meeting 
July or August. Legion Bar Hours: 
Thurs. 3-8pm / Friday 3-11pm / Sat 3-
8pm  

Alzheimer Society of Grey-

Bruce Caregiver Support Group 
Elgin Lodge Retirement Home 

(Chapel),  551 Mary St. Port Elgin,  
1st Tuesday of every month. For info 
& other locations, call 519-376-7230 
or 1-800-265-9013  

Wise Owl Resource Centre 
support for those living with cancer, 
or caring for someone who is. 
Meeting for coffee and discussion 
every 2nd Wed. of the month from 10 
- 11 am. above Cora Computers, 582 
Hepner Cresc., Port Elgin. To confirm 
the cancer group meeting dates, or for 
more information please contact 
yvonne@wiseowl.ca,  519-389-1159 

A WAN A K ids  C lub a t 
Imma nue l Miss ionar y C hurch 
Wednesdays 6:30–8:00 p.m. For more 
information call:  519-353-5270  

The Book Club for Adults meets 
at the Paisley Library the first 
Thursday of the month 6:30-7:30pm. 
New members always welcome. 

Huff and Puff 50+ Drop-in 
Hockey at Paisley Arena, Thursdays 
4-5pm. $5 fee. Bring a light and dark 
coloured jersey, AND A FRIEND! 

Paisley and District Kinsmen 
meet 1st and 3rd Thursday each month.  

 Legion Ladies Aux. meeting 1st 
Thursday each month 7 pm. 

Chesley Celebrate Recovery - 
12 step recovery program, meeting  at 
307-1st Ave N (formerly Kinghurst 
Elementary School), Chesley. Every 
Monday, 7:00pm - 9:00pm the 2nd 
Mon of month, supper at 6:00pm. 
Everyone welcome. Info: call 519-
3 6 3 - 5 4 1 4 , e m a i l : 
chesleycommchurc h@gma il.com 
or  celebraterecovery@.ca 

Community Calendar 

The Paisley Advocate  is published by The Paisley & District Chamber of Commerce  eleven times per 

year: the first Thursday of the month from February to December  
1900 copies are distributed Free of Charge to Paisley and its Rural Routes, R.R. 1 & 2 Dobbinton, R.R. 2 

& 3 Chesley, R.R. 1 & 2 Cargill, & in stores in the Paisley Area, or by Paid Subscription $26.00 

(includes GST) per year.  

Editor: Craig Budreau; Assistant Editor: Charlie  Budreau, Proofreading: Jennifer Speckhard; 

Finance: Lynn Cecchetti; Distribution: Joanna Pengelly;  Advertising: Jennifer Cooper.       

�Editorial content or general inquiries contact Craig at: P. O. Box 579 Paisley,(519-353-5707), or 

paisleyadvocate@eastlink.ca 

�Advertising contact Jennifer at: paisleyvillage@gmail.com or 519-389-0805  

�Billing  & subscriptions contact Lynn at: P.O. Box 316 Paisley or lynnpaisleyadvocate@gmail.com  

All Classifieds, Announcements, Births, etc. cost $10 (for up to 30 words, over 30 words or with picture 

costs $16 (includes GST) - Obituaries and Community Calendar events are free. 

All submissions should be made before the 20th of the preceding month.  



The Paisley Advocate      March  2016     Page 11   

 

Obituaries 

Thank You 

Elizabeth Mills 
 

T he sudden loss of Elizabeth has 
been very difficult, but it has 

been made a little easier with 
the love and support I received from 
you, my friends and acquaintan-
ces. Thank you for the visits, food, 
phone calls, cards, flowers, kind 
words, thoughts and prayers or pres-
ence at her funeral. Your expressions 
of sympathy were greatly appreci-
ated and will never be forgotten. A 
special thank you to Ann Maycock 
for officiating and the lunch group at 
Knox United Church for the lovely 
luncheon.                           Bob Mills 

O n Saturday, February 13, 2016 Jim 
MacKay of Paisley passed away 

after a brave battle with aplastic anemia. 
He would have been 82 in April.  

He was a quiet-spoken man of few 
words, hardworking and determined 
action. He was known all over southern 
Ontario and in many parts of the United 
States for the fine Commercial Horses he 
bred, trained and exh ibited for over fifty 

years. His horses have been sold all over 
North America, not only for driving, but 
excelling in English tack for jumping, 
dressage, eventing, field hunting, and as 
Police mounts. When visiting Bermuda, it 

will likely be Jim’s teams pulling the 
carriages. They can also be seen today 
being driven as a four-in-hand pulling 
beautiful coaches in many states in the 
U.S. 

George James MacKay was born to 

George and Florence (Lewis) MacKay in 
Walkerton hospital on April 27, 1934. He 
was the oldest of three children with Andy 
and Florence completing the family. 
Together with their parents, the MacKay 

family worked  hard and created a living 
on their family farm. Jim attended S.S. 
#11 in Salem and then Pais ley 
Continuation School. Unable to finish 
school due to his father’s poor heath, Jim 
took over the majority of farming duties. 

June 1, 1957 Jim married Mary 
McCurdy and together they farmed on 
Concession 10, Elderslie for over 50 years 
before moving to Paisley. Jim continued 
to return to the farm every day to help his 
son, Steven, and tend his beloved horses. 

As a young man Jim p layed ball for 
the Dobbinton Pontiacs, competing in 
playoff and championship games all over 
Southern Ontario. Then his interest turned 
to horses and he began exhib iting at the 

CNE in Toronto in 1964. This began the 
passion that grew and drew many of his 
friends into the showring. His competitive 
nature spurred him to win thousands of 
ribbons and trophies which overflowed his 
farm home. His three children, Steve, Neil 

and Shelley continue to share his interest 
in showing horses.  

Jim great ly anticipated the arrival of 
new foals every spring – some years as 
many as 25, but more often 10-12. He was 

always on the lookout for his next “rising 
star” and had many favourites over the 
years. He enjoyed the challenge of finding 
two to make a well-matched team.  His 
capable driving skills gave him the 
confidence to take a barely broke team to 

the fairs and still excel.  He took great 
pride in showing a championship six-
horse-hitch under the Shady Maple Farm 
name. He loved the bright bay colour, 
with four-white socks, high-stepping 
action and right up on the bit. 

For the last 32 years a highlight of 

Jim’s year was serving as ringmaster at 
the Royal Winter Fair in Toronto. Dressed 
in a suit, tie and fedora for daytime classes 

or tuxedo and top hat for the evening. He 
was a welcome sight to exh ibitors who 
could rely on a safe drive if Jim MacKay 
was directing “traffic” in  the ring. 
Although in failing health and moving a 
bit slower than usual he pushed himself to 

carry out his duties for the last time last 
November (2015). He was also sometimes 
called on to be ringmaster or judge at 
other fairs. 

Although quiet, by nature he always 

enjoyed the companionship that came 
with working with friends and family and 
sometimes liked to play practical jokes on 
his friends. Not only did Jim influence 
others, and the horse world, he was a great 
inspiration to his friends and family. He 

wouldn’t hesitate to pass on advice, or act 
as a mentor to new competitors or sell 
them his winning team. Despite his 
competitiveness, Jim would always 
congratulate those who beat him in the 
show ring and then resolve to have a 

better team next year. He constantly 
aspired to be a leader and innovator in the 
horse world and held many positions to 
better the profession as a whole. He 
served two terms as president of the 

Ontario Commercial Horse Association, 
as well as being president of the Ontario 
Clydesdale Association for one term. He 
served as Chair of the Bruce County 
Plowman’s Association and chaired the 
Horse Show Committee for the two 

plowing matches held in Bruce County.  
Jim received blood transfusions every 

two weeks for the last 7 months of his life. 
It gave him the fuel to carry on. The 
family would like to encourage those who 

are able to consider donating blood so that 
others can be helped as well. 

His legacy will live on through his 
beautiful horses. 

He leaves behind to mourn his loss 
Mary, his beloved wife of nearly 59 years 

and his family. Steve (Brenda) of 
Elderslie, Neil (Marti) of Barrie, Shelley 
(Dan) Scepanovic of Mississauga and 
special father of Gerald and Deb  Thomas 
of Paisley. He will be sadly missed by his 
grandsons, Robert MacKay and his 

fiancée, Becky, of Calgary, Brian MacKay 
of Queen's University, Kingston, Michael 
MacKay of Barrie and special grandson 
Ryan Thomas of Elderslie. He will be 
forever held in  the hearts of his three 

granddaughters, Katrina, Mya and Monica 
Scepanovic of Mississauga. Jim is 
survived by his only sister, Florence 
(Don) Leatham of Walkerton, sister-in-
law Merle MacKay of Paisley, and Mary's 
sister June (Bruce) Martin of Sauble 

Beach and Florida. He was predeceased 
by his brother Andy MacKay, an infant 
daughter and his parents, George and 
Florence (Lewis) MacKay. 

A funeral service celebrating Jim's 

life was held at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Paisley  on Wednesday, February 
17, 2016 at 2 p.m. 

Spring  in ter ment  in  Sa le m 
Pres by terian  Ce metery , Elders lie 
Township. 

Please consider donating your blood 
with Canadian Blood Services, in memory 
of Jim. Memorial donations may also be 
made to the Ontario Commercial Horse 
Association or a charity of your choice. 

Funeral arrangements entrusted to 

Rhody Family Funeral Home, Chesley. 

Jim MacKay 

Anniversary 

60th  Wedding Anniversary 
February 25, 2016 

Margit and Werner Sukstorf  
of Paisley, Ontario 

“Still sleeping in the same bed!” 

Sukstorf 

In Memoriam 

Campbell 

I n Loving Memory of Mary Eliza-
beth Campbell, passed Mar. 26, 

2001. 

Those we love don’t go away, 

They walk beside us every day. 

Unseen, unheard, but always near. 
Still loved, still missed, and very 

dear. 
Love always, 

George and Vi, Mary Helen and 
Bob, Dawna and Rod and families 

The Royal Canadian Legion Paisley 
Branch 295 Rental - Auditorium 
Hall (upstairs) Great for parties 
of  100 people or less. Bartender 
provided. For information and 
bookings please call the Legion at 
519-353-5444 during Open Hours  

Classified  
HELP WANTED - Pais le y 
freshmart is seeking a part time 
deli team member.   Preference given 
to those with food service and 
customer service experience. Variety 
of shifts available from 2 hour to 8 
hours per day, days and weekends, 
schedule posted for two weeks at a 
time.  Suitable for adults, or students 
not going away to post secondary in 
September. Please bring your resume 
to the store and chat with Gail.   

Birthday 

Parsons 

Happy 61st Birthday 
 

O wen Parson spent his first days 
of his “advanced years” 

clearing sidewalks with this 
combination snow-plow/walker and 
a very spiffy hat! 

Best wishes from  
Lana and Ken Baldwin. 
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