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The House of
Dancing Water

G

randpa, I am your waitress today, what
can I get you to eat and drink?” I
would giggle as I scribbled down on Dr.
Donald Milne’s medical note pad. This was
the playful game us Milne sisters would beg
to play upon every visit to Grandpa and
Grandma Milne’s house in Paisley. No matter how many times we played, it was always was fun to see what Grandpa would
order.
My name is T.J. Milne and I am the
granddaughter of Dr. Donald and Jean
Milne, and Gwen and Eldon Reid. I am one
of 3 daughters to Douglas and Jeannie
Milne, and it is simple… I love to dance.
Tucked away in the kitchen, Grandma
Milne would spoil us with red, sprinkled
gingerbread cookies. I am certain she would
stock up on these just for our visits.
I fondly remember licking the sprinkles
off the tasty cookie, while looking out at the
bird feeders into the yard of 163 Queen
Street South. Grandma Milne knew every
bird, every tweet; the chickadees were the
ones that visited her the most.
Meanwhile, over in Pinkerton, my nine
year old self would say, “Grandma, I will
name my farm cat Twinkler!”. Each visit
to Grandma and Grandpa Reid’s farm, I
would trot down the farm lane looking for
“Twinkler”. I liked when I was allowed to
explore the farm grounds that seemed like a
giant maze. We would greet the dairy cows,
find neat places in the field to hide and, of
course, finish up the day with a delicious
home cooked meal by Grandma Reid.
Strawberry shortcake was the treat my
mouth would water for. The specialty of her
homemade biscuits, fresh picked strawberries and every moment sprinkled with a
dash of Grandma love, was what I crossed
my fingers for each visit.
Flash forward in time to 2015, I am on
the other side of the world in Macau, China.
Years of ballet training, performing and
touring across North America has
transported me to this particular city on
the world map. My artistic coordinator directs us: “Let’s do it one more time, full out
movement and with feeling”.
I am listening, wide-eyed and out of
breath, as I rehearse for my very first performance in the largest water show in the
world. The name of this incredible, multimillion dollar production is: The House of
Dancing Water. It holds a record breaking
3.7 million gallons of water (5 Olympic
sized pools) and it is the most famous show
in Asia. There is a love story, an evil
Queen, dangerous motorcycle tricks and
circus acts that leave your jaw hanging.
The performers come from all over the
world to join this spectacular show. If you
would have asked me in the farmhouse in
Pinkerton, or while making my tongue red
from the sprinkles of Grandma’s cookies in
Paisley, I would never have guessed that
one day I would be on the opposite side of
the world, dancing with all my might.
I began ballet lessons at the age of 9
years old in Waterloo, Ontario. I can remember wanting to be just like my big sister Dawn, who was graceful on her feet and
would leap around the house like a Prima
Ballerina. After school, I could not wait to
put on my leotard and go to ballet class.
What new step would I learn? Did I improve my movement? Watch my double
pirouette! I would sometimes even wear my
hair in a bun to school just because that
really is how much I loved ballet. There
was never a doubt in my mind I wanted to
dance as my “grown up profession”.

I did not know how I would do this, but
my parents never discouraged me to follow
what made me happiest. When I would
think about what I wanted to study, or learn,
I always noticed I was pointing my feet or
thinking about the most recent exercise I
had learned in ballet class. I could not pick
a course to study or a school to apply to,
since I knew it was dancing that made my
heart beat!
Both Mom and Dad saw my determination when it came to ballet. They watched
me practise, they attended every recital, and
they were so very proud of my sisters and I
when we danced together. We grew up
helping one another “fouette”; we bonded
over our “jetes”, while cheering each other
on. I think this is part of the reason we are
so much a part of one another lives, even to
this day.

When I was 17 years old, I was
accepted into the prestigious ballet boarding
school in Washington D.C. known as The
Kirov Academy of Ballet. This was an invitational only school, and you needed to b
selected to attend. “T.J. you should attend
the school, I am younger and I can always
go in a couple of years. I know how much
you want to dance!” were the selfless words
of my younger sister, Leah, after we were
both accepted into the full-time program.
My parents saw my pleading eyes, and I
think they knew how very hard I would
work if I was granted my wish to attend.
This would be the beginning of my dancing
dreams coming to life!
My intensive training at The Kirov
Academy of Ballet was one of the best
years of my life. When I graduated, many
dancing doors opened for me to “pas de
bourree” through. Like any road trip, there
are U turns, gravel roads and roadblocks,
but what I learned most is that there is always some way to make your dreams come
true. Often, it is not the directions “Google
maps” says to follow. However, these are
the times you discover more about yourself,

and the detours never left me disappointed.
I cannot count the number of auditions I
have attended. But what kept my heart full
if I was not chosen at an audition, was my
mom’s open arms and her words of wisdom; “There is a perfect job put there for
you,” kept my dancing flame burning. I
have never second guessed my decision to
dance.
I like to think that my dream job in
Macau, China found me. To be honest, I
had never heard of this phenomenal show
on the other side of the world. What I did
know, was that Mom and I loved the Las
Vegas water shows we saw together before I moved here. We had a special mother/daughter trip where we would run up and
down the Las Vegas strip, seeing all the
Cirque de Soleil shows we could.
Our favourite date together was seeing
the dreamy water
show; Le Reve.
Little did I know
that I would be
performing with
this very same
company Dragone,
in Asia, years later.
In 2014, I walked
into an open contemporary dance
class in New York
City. The teacher’s
name was Ryan
Daniel Beck. I did
not know anyone
in class, but I really liked the style
of this teacher. I
felt as if I could do
no wrong in his
class, and he was
open to exploring
the way we naturally moved as
individual dancers.
I became a regular
student in his
class, which were
often so packed
full of eager dancers (sometimes 30
plus people stuffed
into a small New
York City studio).
One day after
class, he had told
me how my movement had caught
his eye, and he
wondered where I
was from. It was about a year after this
magical class that I received an email in my
inbox. He was connecting me with an artistic co-ordinator in Macau, China, for an
open position of a dancer for the show “The
House of Dancing Water”. I still remember
reading his words: “I have found you the
dancer, she is perfect for the job.” I went
through all of the video audition requirements as well as a Skype interview. I remember the day I received the email offering me a 2 year contract with this spectacular show. I was drinking my morning
smoothie by the sink, getting ready to run to
a ballet class. I was shocked, excited, scared
and could not believe they had selected me.
My instincts told me, I was going to be
moving to China.
When I arrived in Macau, it was like
Las Vegas but with an Asian flare. There
are so many casinos, the city never sleeps,
and there are lights dancing in the sky from
many of the buildings. I began rehearsal
right away learning the authentic
choreography, as well as new skills for
this show. The character I was chosen for,
is one of the seven evil daughters to the

character role of The Dark Queen.
Coming from a classical ballet background, I had never been higher off the
ground than the length of my partners’
arms. This role requires me to fly out on a
device called a Tpole, hooked in a hand
loop on my wrist that is about 24 meters off
of the ground. I also needed to learn how to
fall from an 8 meter high Trapeze, straight
into the water. Learning these new skills
was exhilarating and the best part is, our
coaches were are patient, helpful and always willing to guide you to master the
skills so that you feel comfortable on stage.
I had never danced in water before, but to
master all the steps I needed to make the
water my partner.
Each night in the show, my water partner and I flow together, crash together and
we support one another. Thank goodness
for all those swimming lessons Mom and
Dad put me in as a kid!
Two months after my “evil daughter”
debut in the show, I was on stage for a regular rehearsal and the Artistic Director of our
show called me over. He told me he would
like to work with me for the understudy of
the female, leading character role in the
show. He could not finish his words before
I jumped up and hugged him. I knew this
would be one of the best opportunities of
my life and it was even more magical as the
Director had recognized my potential for
this role.
The leading character’s name is Aani.
She is joyful and sweet and she makes the
water dance. Her journey through the show
allows her to fall in love with a stranger and
set her world at peace as she battles the
Dark Queen. She twirls, she jumps and the
most unique part of this role is that her entrances and exits to/from the stage are all
hidden under water. When I perform, I have
my own private scuba diver who is there to
give me air, allowing me to appear on stage
like magic and to help me disappear like an
illusion. The training is more extensive as
often you are out of breath from the emotion and dance onstage, but you must be
able to trust the diver to help you breathe
underwater. Another unique aspect of this
role is that my first entrance is from the
highest point of the theatre; I descend
locked in a cage. I am chased by swans, I
battle the evil Queen, I dance with a handsome stranger, and I have the opportunity to
look into the eyes of 2000 people as I take
my final bow each show. This is definitely
a moment I don’t think could get any better.
I am lucky to play this role once a
month, or if there is a need due to an injury
or sickness. To this day, when I am sitting
high in the cage waiting for the music of my
first entrance, I get goosebumps and a rush
of adrenaline because I know I could have
never dreamt up a better life in Macau,
China.
The hardest part of my Macau journey
came in February 2016. I had an accidental
fall in the rehearsal room, just before a
show. I landed wrong on my shoulder
which caused my collarbone to break close
to the rotator cuff. I needed to have surgery
to help the collarbone heal properly. This
was the day I met Dr. Brian Kong and he
put me back together with a metal plate and
6 screws. I needed to have two surgeries
and I would visit him often for 7 months.
There was physiotherapy at work daily,
with the most patient physiotherapist named
Rookie. She pushed me and tested my determination; but, at the same time, every
appointment was like a hug around my
heart. I would come into physiotherapy
knowing I would be back on stage one day
soon, and after a hard and often painful
session, she would always make sure I left
feeling that same inspiration.
… .continued on Pg 3
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What does Paisley have to Offer?
Feature: Paisley’s Existing Opportunities!
It is really happening…
and we are really excited…

The Community
Toolkit

T

hree driving gears have been
working collaboratively to move
this initiative forward. At present, the
Toolkit is an evolving document that
will be presented to Council on
February 12th for approval.

The community toolkit showcases
Paisley’s
unique
identity
and
opportunities that, if used consistently,
will provide the community with the
potential to enhance its downtown both
economically and aesthetically. We
have the opportunity to attract more
visitors, businesses and create a vibrant, self-sustaining community for
residents.
The toolkit is intended to foster
leadership and creativity while at the
same time providing guidance in terms
of next steps and how to move forward

Highlights from the
August 2016 Residents
Survey:
Respondents like:

Unique artisans and shops
Businesses located in one long
strip\proximity to the rivers
and trails
Proximity to large urban towns
Town Pride (willingness of
residents to help out with
community Initiatives

in a consistent and coordinated manner.
It provides the community’s identity
and brand and an Action Plan and some
tools to get started.
In order to support a coordinated
approach, it is recommended that all
community partners from suppliers to
community groups to Town Council
and staff embrace the Toolkit and
follow this guide as closely as possible.
Recognizing that it is a living document that will evolve with time. While
sweeping changes are not expected
overnight,
communitywide
participation
and
implementation
through small incremental changes that
use the tools outlined in this document
will, over time, allow the vision for
downtown Paisley to be realized.
The driving force of this initiative
is the local leaders. Paisley has a
wealth of free thinking, communityminded volunteers who have worked
hard behind the scenes to bring this
initiative to life. For that we are very
grateful. The list is far too long to
mention names; however, we hope you
know who you are and will join us in
celebrating the fruits of your labour.
We made it!
Over the past 6 years many
volunteers, community leaders and
business owners have participated in
the gathering of information to assess
the health and current pulse of
downtown Paisley through:
RESEARCH
(e.g.
Resident’s
Survey, Strength, Weakness and
Opportunity
Analysis,
Business
Retention and Expansion Surveys, First
Impressions, Annual Assessment Tool)
IDENTITY
DEVELOPMENT
(Analysis and Summary, Brand
Identity and Plan Development)
TOOLKIT DEVELOPMENT (Action
Plan, Brand Summary, Style Guide,
The Tools)

The research findings and reports
(through a ton of hard work/volunteer
time)
directly
informed
the
development of this Community
Toolkit.
The laborious task of gathering the
research, organizing the findings and
putting it into a workable toolkit was
done by the Economic Development
team at the county. This group has
undoubtedly fallen under the charm of
our village and have taken up the cause
to maximize what this community has
to offer. We are very grateful to have
found such innovative and energized
champions to move us forward. Thank
you Kara, Paul, Nicole and Brad (from
Tourist Town Online solutions).
The proposed vision for Paisley…
To develop a robust climate in
downtown Paisley that caters to local
needs while expanding and promoting
the Artistic River Village brand in
order to develop downtown as a
destination.

revitalization effort.
It encourages
consensus and cooperation by building
partnerships among the various groups
including
municipal
government,
entrepreneurs and property owner
among others, that have a stake in the
downtown.
Now is a good time to get involved. Most of the hard work is done
and now the fun begins!
Stay tuned for updates…
Please keep an eye on the Village
Facebook page or send us a message
for more information.
(Information taken from the Spruce the
Bruce Paisley Community Toolkit with
permission from County of Bruce,
Planning and Economic Development
Department 2017)

Defining the vision establishes a 15-20year perspective that looks beyond the
current planning documents to the kind
of place that the community aspires to
become. The brand conveys a sense of
personality, character and identity for
the downtown.
It guides the mission, goals, objectives and actions of the revitalization
plans and makes the connective link
between the brand and the plan to
move the community brand.
Downtown
Revitalization
is
focused around four key pillars:
Organization
and
Collaboration;
Community Development; Business
Development and Marketing and
Promotion.
Organization is essential in the

Respondents would like:
Uniform store hours for shopping including throughout
the winter season, with extended hours on Thursday
and Friday
Better care of the buildings and
storefronts
Fixed sidewalks to encourage
pedestrian traffic and
accessibility

Tonight as the sun set over Lake Huron...I spotted what some people might think
is a far cousin on the Loch Ness monster or Saugies Brother maybe!
It IS the season of magical events...
Shawn Bonte <shawn@pointofdomain.com>
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What's Happening
At Kids and Us??

W

e've been really busy at Kids
and Us! The toddler and preschool groups have been getting really
excited about the snow! Despite the
weather lately making it hard to get
outside, the kids have had the amazing
experience of building and exploring
snow tunnels that our Preschool
Teacher (Selena) has made for them.
They have had a huge outdoor maze to
climb through and explore, and the
kids are loving it! Even on those days
we can't get outside we have been
bringing the outside in! We have been
having fun bringing snow inside and
adding colours and playing with the
snow.
The Toddler group has been
working on learning how to get
dressed for outside. Learning how to
put their outside gear on in the right
order! They have been exploring lots
outside in the snow! Some of them
love the snow and others are definitely
in the process of learning to love it!
They have been working on a lot of
gross motor
activities as well,
including jumping, balancing and
climbing on mats.
The School Age before and after
school group have been working on

The House of Dancing
Water...continued
This injury allowed me to find the
beautiful moments in my days when I
was not able to dance on stage. When I
was able to focus on the fact that this
was just a period of time in my life, that
my body wants to heal, and that I
would be back dancing when my bone
was healed. It was then that I was
able to feel the good feelings surrounding my days of rehabilitation. I
did learn there were so many moments
to love in life without dance! My fading
scar is a constant reminder of how powerful your mindset and determination
can be.
This past September, I had two
guests of honour in Macau. My Aunt
Pat Flett and my Mom arrived to China,
and this would be their first visit to
Asia. For months until their visit, I was
excited to share my life here in Macau
with both of them. I wanted to show
everything that made me happy to be
living in this foreign city. It is very different than Canada, but I have been so
happy and I have made Macau my
home. I picked them up from the airport in Hong Kong and we rode the sky
train to Central Hong Kong. We
caught a Ferry from Central Hong
Kong to Macau and even with the jet
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lots of new and exciting things!
Since the new year began, the
group has be focusing on mindfulness
activities that include reflecting,
mediation and exploring multiple
options of dealing with/ handling our
feelings! The School Age group has a
lot of exciting new art projects coming
up, as well as focussing a lot of
activities around Valentine's Day
(which is quickly approaching!)
Our Chesley program had the
opportunity to have a local author
come and read their newly published
Christmas book to the group!
The kids loved the experience and
we would love to do an activity like
this again! The Chesley program has
also been exploring the outside and
enjoying all of the snow that we have
been getting!
Are you looking for Child care?
We have space available for children
18 months to 12 years old.
Please call 519-353-7220
or email paisley@kidsandus.ca for
more information. Subsidy spaces also
available. You're not going to want to
miss all the fun we have in store!

Written by: Katie Barker

lag, we chatted a mile a minute as I personal life. My Aunt and Mom did
could not believe my family was finally not even mind when I gave them a “this
is your 7 minute call until we go and
here.
I shared with them some of the see the Panda’s”.
The greatest moments of their visit
itinerary I had planned for their week in
Macau. I loved that they were always for me was when I was able to spot
willing to try anything, and they were them in the audience seats during my
excited to see what I had planned for show. They watched 5 of my shows
them. I was able to show them the while they were there and each night
Macanese Culture at the famous Ruins we would talk about the new moments
of Saint Paul landmark and we took the they saw in the show, finishing with
glass elevator up the iconic Macau what they loved most in that particular
Tower that has a 360 degrees view of performance. They were my VIP guests
and came backstage
the city. We went
for a tour which alto see the Macau
lowed me to better
Pandas; they have
explain some of the
2 playful babies
secrets behind the
who would roll,
scenes.
flop and entertain
My most memorable
us. Mom and Pat
moment was when I
loved the breakperformed the leadfast at the hotel in
ing role of Aani and I
the morning as
purposely chose tickthey would experiment and try the Pat Flett, T.J. Milne and Jeannie Milne ets for them that were
in Macau China
right in the front of
flavours of the
my dance location.
Chinese-style
breakfast. They were blown away with When I took my bow at the end of the
the famous Magicians at the Magic show, I could look right at them. It felt
House in the Studio City Casino and like a scene from the movies; I comthey were so brave to ride the high ca- pletely forgot about the 2000 other
ble car into the Wynn casino. Working audience members and I was just feelin show business, I have to be very ing the love from my two biggest fans.
timely; this tends to transfer into my My Mom had tears in her eyes and

Aunt Pat had the biggest smile. I blew
them a kiss before running off stage. I
felt so overwhelmed with emotion.
I was so ecstatic to show them all
of the skills I have learned in my
2.5 years at The House of Dancing
Water.
I may be miles away from “home”
but I have never lost my Paisley and
Pinkerton roots. As a grown woman,
the regular visits to my loving Grandparents in Paisley and Pinkerton are
such vivid memories for me. Nothing
was ever impossible at my Grandparents’ house. I keep reminding myself of
this simple concept daily as I continue
to live a beautiful life in Macau. I do
have a little bird that visits me on
my Macau apartment window ledge,
reminding me of the birds I once
admired from Grandma Milne’s window. This tiny, delicate visitor is a
tweeting example to keep letting my
dreams fly with absolutely no limits.
Family support, the creative
imagination to dream, and love in all
forms, has allowed me to find my lucky
dancing stars.
http://thehouseofdancingwater.com
Photos by: Gerard Uferas and Noelle
Croner

T.J.Milne, Macau, China
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Somehow “thank you” doesn’t the best to each and everyone in 2018.
Christmas dinners and gifts
seem like enough to express our
for any children in the family.
Gifts for Kids complete
I hope the elves have finally caught gratitude. Thanks also to the Paisley
Marilee Lake
up on their rest and relaxation by now and Area Firefighters, the Paisley
nce again the residents of as they sure deserve it. I stopped into branch
library,
Allen’s
Home
O
Paisley and area have shown the church on delivery day and was Hardware, Paisley Pharmacy.
their outstanding generosity for the
Gifts for Kids and Christmas hamper
program. The elves at the Paisley
Emmanuel Missionary Church packed
up 75 Christmas hampers and delivered
them to families needing a bit of help to
get through the holidays in a festive
way.
Included in the hampers were

Letter from the
Editor

I

started working on the Advocate in
2017 doing half page “free”
advertising (hoping of course that
continued advertising would also be a
possible additional result ...lol) for any
new or existing business in Paisley
and immediate surrounding area. The
idea was to let people know what is
available in Paisley.
There are all kinds of wonderful
new businesses popping up as well as
some unique and exciting existing
businesses that people need to know
about and discover all that they have
to offer!
From art to groceries we have it
all!
Natural health facilities like
massage and acupuncture, and anything from furniture to clothing. Not
to mention outdoor activities and

Cargill 9Th Annual
Festival of Carols

9

Th Annual Festival of Carol
was held on Sunday Dec
17th at 7 pm at the former church in
Pinkerton to a almost full
house. MC Cyndy Abell guided the

astounded by the organized confusion
but the head elf, Carol McCullough,
kept everything running smoothly as
the hampers were scooted out the door
by the volunteer elves on their way to
deliver the Christmas surprises.
Of course, none of this would be
possible without the support of the
people of the local communities.

Your help has made things a lot
easier for many throughout the
holidays. And last but not least, those
elves at the Missionary Church, thank
you, for without your time and energy
the job you do would be much more
difficult.
I hope everyone had a joyous
Christmas and, although a bit late, all

entertainment!
It would be my pleasure to assist
with making sure that people know
what you have to offer and make them
curious enough to pop in to take a
look!
Please submit a photo or two and
a short story about your business!
How it began… ..how long you have
been in business… .what your customer might be looking for to entice them
into your lovely place of business or
find out what “gap” you can fill to
make your business grow.
We all want Paisley to thrive and
it will benefit us all.. Good things are
happening!
Please feel free to contact your
Chamber of Commerce for information...or join the Chamber and help
make good things happen!
Looking Forward to Hearing
From You!!!! Joyce

Marion Teveldw-Sheardown. Winner of the
Saugie Suds 1 Year Anniversary gift basket.

goers through the program and as
usual had them laughing with her
injection of jokes through out the
evening.
In between the audience participating hymn singing, Dave and
Friends entertained the crowd with
Christmas songs. Dave Alexander
and his Brazilian exchange student,
Samuel tended
to the lighting
of the Advent
Candles. Following the program everyone
heading downstairs for refreshments and
socializing.
Dave and Friends-Singer-Dave Shrubsole, guitar-Bruce Graham, drumsBob Nittoly and keyboard-John Todd

A Chamber of
Commerce
Gingerbread
Thank You!

O

n behalf of the Paisley Chamber of Commerce we would
like to thank all the children for
coming to the Christmas Festive
Train Workshop. Thanks go out to
the Legion for
donating the
space, Gail and Rob Fullerton from
Freshmart for donating some supplies and last of all the helpers that
came to help organize and keep
things running smoothly.
The
Gingerbread
house
workshop at the Big Dipper was
well attended. Thank you, Glen for
taking the time out of your busy
schedule to teach us how to Make,

Bake, and Decorate a Gingerbread
House.
There were sixteen excellent
entries to the Gingerbread House
Contest. Thank you to all the
contestants for taking the time to
enter the competition. We hope you
enjoyed it enough to enter again
next year.
Next year we would love if
the whole town would get involved
by decorating your lawns with
Gingerbread Men. Candice Connor
is willing to take orders for Wooden
Gingerbread Men.
She is hoping to have a Booth at
the Artists on the River Event, July
21. If you would like to order your
Gingerbread Man Contact Candice
at 226-972-3070 or email at :
rcjconnor@hotmail.com
Let’s get to be known as the
“Gingerbread Town”!

The Paisley Advocate

AE ICEDOGS
NOVICE BLACK
BRING HOME THE
HARDWARE

T

he Arran-Elderslie Novice LL Black Ice Dogs
competed in the Elroy Cumming
Memorial Tournament in Paisley
on January 12-14th.
After well played games all
weekend they were able to secure
themselves a spot in the
consultation final. The Dogs
proudly displaying their medals
and trophy are back row left to
right: William Matches, Brennan
Winkles,

PCSPO Would Like
to Thank
Paisley Blues
Festival

T

he Paisley Central School
Preservation Organization
would like to take this opportunity
to thank the Paisley Blues Festival
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Chase Gunson, Brady Legge,
Landon Mariano and Justin
Smith. Front row left to right:
Elsa Jilesen, Kasabian Calhoun,
Simon Johnson, Connor Brockman and goalie Aidan Stephenson.

for its’generous donation.
Max Johnston and his team are
to be commended for their continued support of our community.
We all appreciate their hard work as
well as the amazing atmosphere created.
Thanks!
Dale Buhr
The Paisley Advocate is published by The Paisley & District Chamber of
Commerce eleven times per year: the first Thursday of the month from February to
December
1900 copies are distributed Free of Charge to Paisley and its Rural Routes, R.R. 1
& 2 Dobbinton, R.R. 2 & 3 Chesley, R.R. 1 & 2 Cargill, & in stores in the Paisley
Area, or by Paid Subscription $26.00 per year.
Editor: Joyce Craddock, Proofreading: Jodylee Johnston, Finance: Janice
Rankin, Distribution: Sandra Blodgett, Advertising: Jennifer Cooper.
·Editorial content or general inquiries contact Joyce at: P. O. Box 496 Paisley or
paisleyadvocate@eastlink.ca (preferred), or (226-668-7301),
·Advertising contact Jennifer at: paisleyvillage@gmail.com or 519-389-0805
·Billing & subscriptions contact Janice at: P.O. Box 285 Paisley or
janicepaisleyadvocate@gmail.com
All Classifieds, Announcements, Births, etc. cost $10 (for up to 30 words, over 30
words or with picture costs $16 - Obituaries and Community Calendar events are
free.
All submissions should be made by the 20th of the preceding month.

Treasure Chest
Museum Family Day
Fun!
Celebrate Family Day at the
Treasure Chest Museum on
Monday, February 19th from 1
to 4 pm. Come and view the
many historical albums of the
Municipality of ArranElderslie. Come and see this
unique museum in your own
“backyard”.
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For Immediate Release
December 13, 2017

Minister Hoskins refuses to say if he will
appear before Public
Inquiry into LongTerm Care
PARK – With the
Q UEEN’s
auditor general’s warning that
the
increasing
delays
in
critical-incident inspections can put
nursing home residents at risk, PC
Critic for Seniors and MPP Bill
Walker has again called on the

health minister to appear before the
public inquiry into long-term care.
Walker says the growing
backlog is unacceptable, especially
in light of the high-profile cases of
abuse and the public inquiry into
murders in long-term care homes.
“Despite promises to fix the
inspections backlog, we are not seeing the improvement - the backlog is
up to 3,370 from 2,800 last year,”
Walker says.
“Families with loved ones in
long-term care have a right to expect
that the safety and care of their
parents will be the government’s
utmost priority. They want to see
increased scrutiny.”

Walker pressed Health Minister
Eric Hoskins in today’s Question
Period to step up and give that
scrutiny by testifying before the
public inquiry into long-term care.
“Will the Minister address the
lingering questions around the
safety, security and well-being of
seniors by appearing before the
public inquiry?”
Walker says the minister’s
refusal to answer the question and
the auditor general’s findings about
the increasing backlog are a sure
sign that seniors’ safety and security
are not a priority for the Liberal
government
“With only 30 per cent of the

February 2018 Page 7

recommendations
implemented
from the 2015 auditor’s report and
the 2003 Casa Verde inquest,
Ontarians remain very concerned
and skeptical that this government
can ever be trusted to take corrective
action,” Walker says. “The public
inquiry’s purpose is to investigate
and ultimately restore confidence
and trust in the long-term-care
system. As such, it is imperative
that the minister appear before this
inquiry.”
**Video:https://youtu.be/EZ6fG55rvfQ
CONTACT:
Ana
Sajfert
|
ana.sajfert@pc.ola.org | 416-325-6242

Imagine What Exiting Business Might Be
Housed in this Lovely Giant Paisley Landmark?
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Perpendicular Storefront Sign and Awning Grant

This grant supports the purchase and installation of perpendicular signs as well as awnings within the downtown cores. This
grant matches local cash contributions up to $1,000.00.

Façade Improvement and Sidewalk Patio Grant
This grant may be used towards the restoration of storefronts or the design and installation of a new façade. Up to $3,000 for
projects under $10,000. Potentially an extra $1,000 is given to projects above $10,000.

Destination Infrastructure Grant

This may be used to improve the quality of attractions or develop new ones.This can include (but is not limited to) capital improvements to core attractions like the Bruce Trail, Saugeen River, Rail Trail and area beaches and may include upgrades related to parking, restrooms, staging and lookouts.These grants match local cash contributions up to $2,500.00.

Community Signage Grant
Directed towards signage that improves visitor experiences in and around the downtown, including gateway signs, interpretive /
historical plaques, kiosks, and route markers (i.e. for cycling or hiking). These grants match local cash contributions up to
$5,000.00.

Collaborative Marketing Grant

Encourages local stakeholders to highlight their businesses and partner with other businesses in an attempt to

.

increase business in downtown commercial cores. These grants match local cash contributions up to $2,500.00

Streetscape Beautification Grant

Encourages communities to envision their character and begin to implement it on the ground. This includes (but is not limited
to) banners, garbage/recycle cans, bike racks, green space/parks. This grants match local cash contributions up to $10,000.00.

Regional Marketing Grant

Encourages regional groups to promote Brand based promotional activities that highlight the best the County has to offer.
The goal is to encourages visitors to travel to and around Bruce County and to increase their length of stay. The grant matches
local cash contributions up to $2,500.00

Community Business Readiness Grant

To be used to formulate strategy; tools and resources to support the community moving forward, as well as business enhancement strategies for the community. The creation of toolkit templates, and the digital platform for outreach and brand communications for the community is central to this grant. This grant matches the community cash contribution of $15,000.
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Tales from Lonefeather
The Scrooge who Buggered
up Christmas

W

e have all heard of Scrooge
and how mean he was. Well,
we don’t have to go that far to find one
in our own back yard. Saugeen Valley
Conservation Authority has been up to
their tricks again.
When SVCA was first set up everyone had high hopes that there would be
great things happen. In some instances
good things can and did happen but in
other instances there is still room for
improvement. They now have a new
General Manager and he is leading his
flock of sheep across the bridge in a new
direction. I wish him well.
“In SVCA 2005----2025 Forest
Management Plan,” it clearly states
“SVCA Forests are intended to be managed to allow for multiple uses”....and
that’s the way it should be.
However, at a recent meeting of
SVCA there was discussion about
recently passed legislation about the
issue of hunting in the north half of the
Saugeen Bluffs north of Paisley.
There had always been signs posted
“NO HUNTING” from March 15th to
October 15th. No one had a problem with
that.
Now signs read “Absolutely no
hunting," or something like that.
When the Southerland family donated monies to purchase these lands this is
not what they had in mind. A special
committee of 4 directors was set up to
investigate the hunting issue. In their
recommendation report their solution

was to turn it back to the way it was.
The recommendations of SVCA’s
own special committee were ignored
by SVCA’s 15 directors . I started
contacting the directors personally to get
input.
I then got a call from Wayne
Brohan, General Manager, Treasure
and Secretary for SVCA to stop contacting directors on this matter.
We live in one of the best countries
in the world yet we still have people or
groups who think they can dictate to
others their ideas. I have tried to provide
you the reader with the most accurate
information I could obtain but please
enquire about this yourselves.
There’s an old adage that would
apply here “If it’s not broke don’t fix it.”
Thanks for taking the time to read
this article
Jerrold Beech
Paisley
Article Editor's Note
I, Mr. Beech (lonefeather) am a
regular contributor to the Paisley
Advocate and other papers and
magazines and is currently working on
his 4th book of humorous short stories.

The Cremaı on of Pudgy

J

ake and Judy had children about
the same age as our kids. They
all loved animals. For a school project
they decided to raise some kind of
small pet. It was a toss-up between a
Gerbil, a Guinea Pig and a Hamster.
Actually they are all members of the
rodent family.
The Guinea Pig
is the largest weighing in at about 1
kg. Size depends on
their diet.
They
finally decided on a
Guinea Pig.
This
met
with
the
school’s approval.
He was assigned the
name of “Pudgy”
They got along
great until a long weekend came along
and most of the family had plans to be
away. Judy was the only one left at
home so she reluctantly volunteered to
stay home and sit Pudgy. You could
almost tell the little fella missed the
children. He seemed to just lay in the
corner of the pen moping like a little
kid.
Well guess what. When Judy
went to move him he was cold as a
board. He was dead, whatever will I
do?” she said to herself.
Quick thinking got her to phone
the local veterinarian. All he could
think of was to give the little critter a
shot of brandy.
This she did and while waiting for
the little fella to come around she had
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by Jerrold Beech
a couple shots herself. It was good
brandy and it may have blurred her
judgement a bit.
Well the little fella did not respond
and had all the appearances of being
dead. “Now what do I do,” were her
thoughts. All of a sudden it dawned
on her. It’s garbage pickup this afternoon. I’ll just wrap him up in a newspaper and out he'll
go with the garbage.
And this is what she
did.
She felt bad about
the whole situation
so she had a few
more shots. It was
then that it dawned
on her that she might
have given the poor
Guinea Pig a little
too much alcohol.
“Oh my Gosh, did I
kill the little fella with alcohol poisoning or maybe he was he just passed
out.
"We’re not at all sure if Pudgy was
alive or dead when he left, but for sure
he was a gonner as the garbage had
been picked up on both sides of the
street.
All that we know for sure is that
he was cremated because all garbage
that goes to Michigan is burnt. We
can’t be totally certain if Pudgy was
alive or dead when he was compacted,
though likely dead.
We all hope that good old Pudgy
was in fact gone to “Guinea Pig Heaven” at the time of his disposal. At
least, that is what we told the kids!

The PCS Panther Report

The Paisley Central
School Article for
February 2018

W

elcome to 2018! December and January were very
busy and exciting months at P.C.S.
Our annual holiday turkey lunch was a
great success due to the community
organizations and community members
who donated time, energy and food to
create long lasting memories.
A special thank you to Amanda
Caldwell for helping to organize this
event and our local Royal Canadian
Legion Branch 295 for their ongoing
support at Paisley C.S.
Our annual Christmas concert
provided entertainment from our JK’s
to Grade 8’s. Once again, it was a
great show and a big thank you to all
the parents and family members who
came to enjoy an evening of holiday
music.
This year’s holiday skate at the
Paisley Arena was again made possible
by our family volunteers. From tying
skates and picking little ones off of the
ice, to preparing delicious hot chocolate for our return to school, our family volunteers and community members
are the foundation on which this school
is proudly based upon.

The Girls and Boys Volleyball
teams had an action packed season, full
of fun, cheers and challenges.
In December, the boys participated
in a tournament at E.P.E.S.C.S. in Port
Elgin and with many of the students
having their first experience playing in
a volleyball tournament. On January
16th, both the girls and boys teams
enjoyed an exhibition game against the
C.D.C.S. that was a great warm-up for
the Regional Tournament that was help
the next day. As a result, both teams
were very close to making the finals in
this year’s Regional Tournament, and
we look forward to playing next year.
As well, we are looking at holding a
volleyball clinic this spring to get
ready for next year. Basketball season
will be starting in January/February.
The Paisley Pepper Skipping
Teams have begun practicing to
prepare for spring, when the teams
travel to schools throughout the
Bluewater D.S.B. showcasing their
skipping skills while representing the
Heart and Stroke Foundation.
Students from multiple classes are
involved in writing and presenting
their speeches. Speeches will be
presented in February to decide school
winners and those moving onto our
local Legion competition.
Students from the 6/7 and 7/8
classes participated in the annual
“Cardboard Boat Race”, where students collaborated to design and
test cardboard boats, a program supported by Ontario Skills. This exciting
event took place on Wednesday,
January 24 in Wingham.

December Events:
Wednesday, December 13 – Christmas
Dinner
Wednesday, December 20 – Christmas
Concert
Friday, December 22 – Skating at the
Paisley Arena
January Events:
Wednesday, January 10 - Hot Dog Day
Thursday, January 11 – Spirit
Day - Wear Long Sleeves Day
Saturday, January 13 – SDSS
Invitational Tournament
Wednesday, January 17 – Spirit
Day - Dress up as a Staff Member Day
Wednesday, January 17 – Area
Volleyball Tournament
Wednesday, January 24 – Cardboard Boat Races
Friday, January 26 – Recognition Assembly at 12:00 - All are
welcome, Spirit Day, Pajama
Day, Wear a Ball Cap with a
donation of $2.00 - Donations
to buy new sports equipment
February Events:
Wednesday, February 7 – Parent Council Meeting @ 6:30 in
the school library
Friday, February 2 – PA Day No school for the students
Tuesday, February 7 - Spirit
Day - Crazy Dress Up Day
Wednesday, February 14 –
Wear Red Pink White
Monday, February 19 – Family
Day
Wednesday, February 21 – Deer
Program for grade 3/4 and 4/5
Friday, February 23 – Report Cards
go home

Monday, February 26 – Recognition
Assembly – All are welcome
Wednesday, February 28 – Slipper Day
March Events:
March 12 to March 16 – March Break
Wednesday, March 28 – Recognition
Assembly – All are welcome
Friday, March 30 – Good Friday
Monday, April 2 – Easter Monday

(Absent: Georgia H.)

(Absent: Logan V.)
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Interested in Starting
or Growing Your
Business?
Don't miss out on your opportunity to earn up to $5,000 for your
Business! Are you looking to start,
expand, or purchase a business in
Bruce County?
Apply to our Starter Company
Plus program for free training and a
chance to earn a grant of up to
$5,000 for your business! Accepted

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Neustadt, ON
(January 8, 2018)
HAWKS’ NEST SUBMISSION DEADLINE
February 23rd, 2018
The Saugeen Economic
Development Corporation
(SEDC) and Bruce
Community Futures

D

evelopment Corporation (Bruce
CFDC) anticipate many submissions for the second Hawks’ Nest competition to be held on Wednesday, June

13th, 2018 at the Knights of Columbus
Hall, located between Walkerton and
Mildmay. The cut off deadline for submissions is February 23rd, 2018.
The Hawks’ Nest is a ‘Dragons
Den’ inspired competition where new
and
existing
businesses
and
entrepreneurs from Grey, Bruce, Wellington North, Minto and the City of
Owen Sound will pitch their business
ideas in an attempt to secure financial
support from local angel investors
coined the “Hawks.”
Interested
businesses
and
entrepreneurs, who operate within the
SEDC or Bruce CFDC catchment areas, are encouraged to make a submission to the Hawks’ Nest by submitting
a signed application and a maximum 10
page business plan with support docu-
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applicants will receive free training
provided by Fanshawe College and
one
on
one
consultations and support from the Business
to Bruce team as they develop their
business plan. Applicants will have
the opportunity to present their
completed business plans to
the Grant Committee and, if
successful, receive up to $5,000 and
support from a mentor!
Join us for a free session on
starting or growing your business
with support from Starter Company
Join
us
with
our
Plus:

presenter
Cliff
Bilyea,
(Management Consultant) for this
free seminar and information
session to learn the tips and tricks
to operating a
successful business. We’ll also
cover information about our Starter Company
Plus program.

ments by Friday, February 23rd, 2018.
After submissions have been
received, seven finalists will be selected to ‘pitch’ their business ideas to the
Hawks.
If you are starting a new business,
have a business proposition, or you are
an existing business who wants to
expand or launch a new product then
this is an opportunity you don’t want to
miss.
With a minimum of $30,000 up for
grabs the Hawks’ Nest competition
promises to be very exciting. Carefully
selected and highly sought after business leaders in our community (The
Hawks) have each committed to invest
a minimum of $5,000 on one or more
of the finalists who will make their
pitch in front of a live audience. Plus,
finalists will benefit from business
coaching, mentorship and feedback,
professional ‘Pitch’ training, and
unquantifiable exposure.
Don’t miss the submission deadline
of Friday, February 23rd, 2018. All
submissions must be received before
4:00 p.m. The final live event will take
place on Wednesday, June 13th, 2018
at the Knights of Columbus Hall
located between Walkerton and
Mildmay.
For more information on the
submission
process,
sponsorship
opportunities contact SEDC toll-free at

1-877-335-7332 / www.sbdc.ca or
Bruce CFDC toll-free at 1-888-8322232 / www.bruce.on.ca.

Contact us at:
1-800-268-3838 or at
info@businesstobruce.com

Backgrounder:
The SEDC and the Bruce CFDC
offer a wide variety of programs and
services
supporting
community
economic development and small
business growth. In particular, they provide:
•Community strategic planning and
socio-economic development
•Support for community-based projects
•Business information, training and
planning services, and
•Access to capital for small and
medium-sized businesses and social
enterprises.
The SEDC and the Bruce CFDC
are not-for-profit organizations that
have partnered to provide an avenue for
existing businesses looking to expand
and entrepreneurs wanting to start a
business.
Media Contacts:
Rose Austin
SEDC
rose@sbdc.ca
www.sbdc.ca
519-799-5750 x 1
Barb Fisher
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Bruce County Memories
JANUARY IN A RURAL
SCHOOL--1883
Mr. Pharis Mathers, a past-President
of the Historical Society, had in his possession a school notebook once belonging to
his late uncle, Isaac Mathers, born in 1869,
who attended S.S. No. 9, Kinloss Township.
The notebook contains a diary describing
Isaac’s adventures at school. Here are a
few extracts from that diary.

A

bout the middle of January, 1883,
we started going to school, the very
thing we were wishing for from the
spring of 1882. We thought we would
like to record some of the lively
transactions which occur from day to
day. We came to the conclusion it would
be a spot of fun and also a comfort and a
pleasure to read over in later years,
when we would feel sad and
“solemncholy,” to recall the pleasures of

our youth.
MONDAY, JANUARY 19----We
have got a new stove. We heard much
about this new stove before it came and
heard still more and felt it afterwards. It
is a thumping big one and the boys have
given it the name of Goliath or Jumbo,
which has been inscribed on it in white.
Today passed quiet with the exception
of some new scholars who came in
about 15 minutes late and walked up
the aisle like an old man and woman of
100 years, which made the boys smile.
JANUARY 20----Passed quietly.
We were pretty good boys today, but
there was a big stir in the anty room---a
big heap of something on the floor
which turned out to be boys and girls.
They were standing on their heads,
lying crossways, up and down, and
every which way. A slight discussion of
politics took place. The boys got pretty

hot on it and staked some money on it,-- This article was written for the 1970
--Purvis and O’Connor. (ed.note: local Bruce County Historical Society Yearpoliticians?)
book and adapted by Bob Johnston.
JANUARY 21---The boys called
the front part of the school “The Zoo.”
They thought it was more like one than
a school. Four or five boys in the zoo
got a licking today. Jocko got a bad one
and his cousin a nice one. He was
picking thistles out of his hands. The
boys knew their lessons pretty well
today, all but Arithmetic, and the
Professor couldn’t do them himself. The
fun at noon did not amount to much as
they formed a choir and had some very
good vocal music. Some of the girls
were shutting one eye and winking with
the other. Some of the ladies were
spoken to today for breaking the
Professor’s rules of conduct.
---to be continued next month.

Mary MacKay’s Window on the Past
A Good Irish NameDaniel

O

ne Saturday afternoon, back in November I was invited to a sixty-fifth
birthday party for a young man who used
to be my neighbour when I was growing
up. I think of Dan as young because I
was already in High School when he was
born. That makes him seem young to me.
It was a good old-fashioned birthday party, lots of food and friends, cake and
candles and visiting. It was held in the
heritage farm home where Dan has lived
all his life, as did his father, grandfather
and great-grandfather before him.
Each Irish family seemed to have a
favourite name that was used in every
family tree branch down through the
generations. The McCaw name was Daniel.
The first known Daniel McCaw had a
November birthday too. He was born in
Enniskillen, County Fermaugh, Ireland
in 1812. In 1839 he was living in Bushmills, County Antrim, working in the
linen trade when he married Isabella
McCurdy (also born in November). Irish
records are hard to find but I did find
her baptism in Dunservick Church three
miles east of Bushmills. At the same time
I also found proof that
Isabella
McCurdy had a brother John who was my
ancestor.
In the 1830s and ‘40s living
conditions in Ireland were deplorable.
People relied completely on potatoes for
food so when the potato harvest failed
many people starved. Crops were a failure in the years 1832 and 1836 and in
1839. The year Daniel and Isabella were
married there was only half a crop. The
winters of 1846 and 1847 were very severe and 1847 was also very wet. It is no
wonder that Daniel and Isabella, like
many other Irish couples, decided to
leave their homeland and book passage
on an boat going to the new world!
In 1848 Daniel and Isabella sailed on
the American ship “Liberty” with their
three young children John 7, Katie 3 and
Patrick 2 . Their fourth child was born
aboard ship on July 22, 1848. Since it
was the first baby born aboard the ship
the captain wanted them to call him
“Liberty”, but Daniel said “No” and
turned down the offer of five hundred

sovereigns.
To the captain’s inquiry of what they
were going to call the baby, Daniel and
Isabella replied “He will be called Daniel.” The captain said, “Make it Daniel
Liberty and I’ll still give you five
hundred sovereigns”. But being trueblue Irish they politely answered “No”.
Being a true-blue genealogist I know
they were following the Irish naming
pattern- oldest son named after father’s
father; second son after mother’s father;
third son after father.
So now we have a second
generation Daniel in
the
McCaw
family!
The
ship
landed in New
Amsterdam
(now
New
York). The new
baby
was
registered
at
Staten
Island
New York but
on the 1891 census place of birth
is recorded “on
the sea”.
The family
then went to Virginia. From Virginia they
moved to Hibbart Township, Perth County, Upper Canada and then to Fullarton
Township also in Perth
County. Their
fifth child, William, was born in Fullarton
Township February 16, 1853.
Even before the survey for
Elderslie Township was completed Daniel
and
Isabella were among the first settlers who squatted on
Concession
1 Elderslie. They staked out a claim for
200 acres, Lot 7 and 8, Concession 1 Elderslie (second farm from the Saugeen
River which brought them into the area).
Their first home on lot 7 was log home
but later a white frame house was built at
the top of an incline about half way back
the farm on Lot 8. Daniel and his sons
carved a farm out of the virgin forest.
They used the Saugeen River for transportation to Walkerton and Paisley because the road was only a blazed trail.
Their youngest child, Mary Ann was born
in Elderslie three years later. (1857).
Isabella planted a garden near the
house and grew most of the food for her
family. When she looked out one day she

saw a deer eating her garden. She
grabbed a board, ran out and killed it by
hitting it in the right place. This gave
them a good supply of fresh meat.
When the Wesleyan Methodist Circuit riders called, the family
attended
service at Vesta and the three youngest
McCaw children were
baptised there.
Often when there was no minister Daniel
took the service himself. They were well
respected
citizens of the community
and taught their children to be Godfearing,
law-abiding citizens.
One Sunday the Wesleyan
Methodist Circuit
rider failed to
show up for
service, so
their oldest
son,
John,
accompanied
by
other
young boys
of the community went
to the Saugeen River
for a swim.
That’s when
tragedy
struck! John
was drowned just 25 days after his 17th
birthday. They buried him in Paisley
Cemetery, the only
established
cemetery at the time.
On February 10, 1864 their daughter Katey married her first cousin John
McCurdy. At 18 years of age John
McCurdy had found his way to the
McCaw homestead in the Queen’s Bush
and claimed Lot 9 Concession 1, beside
his Aunt and Uncle and McCaw
cousins. He began clearing some land, fell in
love with their daughter and a few
months later was killed by a falling tree
leaving Katey a widow, at 21 years of
age. Life was tough! Before the year was
over John McCurdy’s parents, John
McCurdy Sr. and his wife, Ann Mitchell, (my ancestors) arrived in Elderslie to
take over the lot their son John had
claimed for them. Life went on!
By now I bet you are asking if there
really was a Daniel McCaw in every
branch in every generation as I claimed
previously. Yes, there were 5 in all and
none of them lived to be 65.
Of course the oldest son, John, who

drowned, did not have any descendants.
The second son, Patrick, married, Jane
Foster, stayed on the home farm and had
six children. The oldest was called Daniel (remember the naming pattern).
However, this child only lived to
be
three years old. Patrick and Jane also
buried their only daughter, Mary Jane, in
infancy.
Next was Daniel (the one born at
sea). He married his cousin Mary Jane
McCurdy and had five children. He built
a beautiful red brick home on the second
lot claimed, Lot 7 Con.1 Elderslie. Their
oldest boy was called Daniel. After his
wife died when she was only 39 years old
Daniel took his young family to
Loreburn, Saskatchewan where he lived
in a log house until he died of food poisoning, Nov 30, 1911. He was 63. His
body was brought home and buried in
Douglas Hill Cemetery beside his wife.
The 4th son of the pioneers was William (remember he was the one born in
Ontario). He married Mary McCauley
and had 12 children. They settled on the
Brant side of the road across from his
parents and lived there the rest of their
lives. They were the first McCaws to live
where the birthday party was held. Their
5th child but 3rd son was called Daniel.
This Daniel married Annie Fortune.
They went west to Manitoba and later to
Edmonton. He died of a stroke in his 60th
year.
The youngest of the pioneer McCaw
family was a girl Mary Ann who married
William Shouldice and settled across the
road from her parent on the Brant side of
the road, Lot 7 Con 15. Mary Ann had a
son Daniel, too, but of course his surname
was
Shouldice. Daniel Shouldice died
of typhoid fever when he was 28.
Daniel was a good name for an Irish
lad. Daniel, the patriarch of the McCaw
family lived to be over 80 as did his wife
Isabella. The short obituary in the Paisley
Advocate follows:
January 1892
Brant Township lost one of its old
pioneers in the death on Monday last of
Daniel McCaw who was over eighty
years of age. Mr McCaw was a worthy
upright old man who had the confidence
and respect of his neighbours.
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Branch 295 Paisley Legion News
Legion This Month:

W

ow another year gone and
the first month of this one
as well. I hope everyone had a great
holiday season and Happy New Year
to you all. Well the start of another
year means the Branch will be busy
working to support all the programs
and charities that we can. It is a continuous grind to ensure the Branch
can support these things and also pay
the bills to keep the doors open.
Our open hours have not changed
and they are Thursday and Saturday
from 3 to 8 pm and Friday is from 3
to 11 pm. Please drop in and have a
visit and enjoy some comradeship.
Also, if you are not already a
member, please drop in and pick up a
membership
application
form.
Remember, anyone can join the
Legion.
At the same time, Ladies, the
Auxiliary is always looking for new
members to enjoy their fun and to
help complete the work they do to
support the Branch and community.
This year we had a really
great early bird membership drive.
There were between 95 and 100% of
the members renew their membership
during this time period. We would
like to thank everyone for coming out

and renewing their membership. Also,
we would like to thank Comrade
Diane Gottschalk for her dedication to
achieve these numbers. Diane is the
membership chair and it is her
responsibility to ensure memberships
are recorded locally and at the
Dominion levels. It takes a great
amount of time to do this and usually
some pretty good discussions with the
Dominion people who seem to always
need a little help to get their work
done correctly.
This year at Br 295, is an
election year. This means that in April
an election will be held and a new
executive will be chosen to lead the
Branch for another 2 years. I know
there are members out there who
would love to see some changes within our operation. The thing is, we
never see these people at meetings to
bring up their ideas and show their
readiness to take the lead to see them
through. This is your chance to come
out, stand for a position on the
executive or a committee, and start
the process to bring your ideas to the
forefront and see them executed.
Even if you don’t want to stand on the
executive, please come out and use
your vote to ensure that the executive
that is installed is one that has had
your input heard.

Public Speaking Contest
(Fran and Larry Stark Memorial):
On February 22nd at 7 pm, the
Branch public speaking contest will
take place. Paisley Legion has
received a donation that will support this contest for the foreseeable
future.
The members of the Stark
family have made this donation in
memory of their parents Fran and
Larry Stark. Fran and Larry were
very well known in the community
and we are very proud and happy
that the family has donated to
support this Youth Education
event.
Please come out and listen to
these students from Paisley area.
You will be surprised how well
these young individuals can portray
a subject and hold your attention.
They are always great. The
contestants will be from Paisley
Central School and any youth, from
grade 1 to 12, who may be home
schooled or would like to enter on
their own.
If you do not attend Paisley
Central and would like to get an
entry form, get hold of Brian
Smith, through the Branch or just
give him a call.

Remember that there are some
standing events that are happening.
On the first Friday of each month
there will be karaoke by Brandi and
the second Friday will be a dance
night put on by Brandi also. Almost
every Sunday afternoon there will be
darts for meat. This is a fun afternoon
and everyone is welcome to come out
and try their luck at the game. You do
not need to be a professional to get
involved. Watch for the sign just outside at the Branch. We look forward
to seeing you at these events. Well
that’s about it for this month, but remember to watch the sign at Simply
Delish to see the upcoming events.
Yours in Comradeship:
Glen Hanley;
For Br295 Paisley,
Of the Royal Canadian Legion

Gems from the Treasure Chest
Paisley –100 Years Ago
Looking over the Paisley Advocates of
January and February 1918 there are many
interesting items to read. The First World
War was still raging in Europe and the
People of Paisley were busy raising funds
to send to the Red Cross for our troops.

I

n 1918, the Women’s Patriotic
League decided to canvass the Village to help purchase yarn and other
supplies.
In 1917 this canvassing
proved very worthwhile as approximately $50.00 per month was raised.
This group sent 165 pairs of socks,
47 flannel shirts, 26 suits of pjs, 6 doz.
Pillow cases, 6 doz. Trench towels, 64
turkish towels, 18 doz. cheesecloth
hankies, 18 personal property bags ,
21 stretcher caps, 3 trench caps, 1
balaclava cap, 5 ½ doz. washcloths, and
1 muffle.
Also donated by the Knox Church
Patriotic Society they sent 3 suits pjs,
18 personal property bags, 2 doz.
turkish towels and 4 doz. facecloths.
Lockerby W.P.L. also sent flannel
shirts, towels, socks, and caps.
Lieut. A..E. Babcock, training
officer for the 4th Reserve Battalion in
Bramshott Camp said quote: “I cannot
express in words how much I
appreciate
your
kind
thoughtfulness to remember the boys
here in England and France. The letter
also said thanks to the men for generous
gift of tobacco.
The Reeve elected by acclamation
was J.H. Steele. One interesting question at the Council meeting was that
Mr. Alex Jack wanted to know of the
Reeve, if Council would take into
consideration, relaxing of regulations
as to keeping of pigs within the

Corporation (Village of Paisley). A
number of citizens might raise pigs and
add to the pork production if permitted
to do so.
Magazines were not as available or
media as today so people depended on
the newspaper for information. In these
Advocates, there was a section about
soils and crops, poultry, dairy, horse
sense, the farm berry patch. One article
in the soils and crops was the growing
of radishes and peas.
There was a column on Good
Health and Household with useful hints
and general information for the BUSY
HOUSEWIFE. One dealt with the
many ways of serving carrots. Another
thing, local papers usually had a story
and each week with the next chapter
published the next week.
In the Paisley Advocate, January 2,
1918 an ad for Ballachey, Laidlaw &
Co. ( now Thompson Bros Furniture )
featured half Price sale on small furs ; I.
Shoemaker had jewellery for sale. The
Paisley Mercantile Co. was advertising
“Great Price-Cutting Sale” for two
weeks-like overcoats, caps, horse blankets , heavy rubbers, fabric and much
more.

who would sell 35 packages of our
handsome embossed Easter postcards at
10 cents a package (6 lovely cards in
each package) we will send a pair of
guaranteed double-ender hockey skates
(any size) rigidly built of polished steel.
Light weight. You send your name to a
company in Toronto when you sell 35
packages. We have a pair of skates in
the Museum that look like the ad in the
paper.
Also this company was offering
free to boys a model steam engine and
to the girls a big doll and doll carriage
for doing the same as above. Sell the
cards, submit your money and the items
will be sent to you.
In 1918 the population for ArranElderslie was as follows:
Chesley – 1975, Tara – 590; Paisley – 787 and Elderslie Township –
1862 and
Arran Township – 1921. It was
noted in 1918 a farm sold for $95 per
acre in Elderslie Township and In Paisley a house could be bought for $1000.

Here is another interesting tidbit.
January 9, 1918 the Standard Bank
of Canada, Established in 1873 –
Advances to Farmers are made a
special feature by this bank. Paisley
Branch, F.C. Ryan, Manager.
A great event was coming to the
Town Hall, Paisley. One Day ONLY,
Monday January 14th –The 8th Wonder
of the world – Farewell Canadian Tour,
Direct from Massey Hall, Toronto. ”
The Birth of a Nation”, D.W. Griffith’s
massive spectacle.
It is billed as the largest and most
important production of a decade yet
though not a word is spoken throughout
the performance. Music supplements
Here is one for all you Hockey the absence of speech, mechanical
players. In 1918, for any boy or girl

effects and realism whilst the wizard of
the D.W. Griffith unfolds in the film
the thrilling romance of the war between the States and reconstruction of
the Southland. Afternoon and evening
performances and cost range from 25
cents to $1.00. Reserve your seat. As I
have said these papers are a real gem to
read and reflect of times long ago.
The Treasure Chest Museum will
be OPEN on Family Day, Monday,
February 19, 2018 from 1 to 4 pm.
Come and read some these interesting papers as well the many and varied
scrapbooks we have of Municipality of
Arran-Elderslie.
Join
us
for VALENTINE
LUNCHEON and EUCHRE at the
Museum on Friday,
Feburary 16, 2018 at 12 NOON .
Cost $10. Come, enjoy lunch and an
afternoon of cards.
Other events coming up at the
Museum are:
St. Patrick’s Luncheon and Euchre
on Friday, March 16th at 12 NOON.
Cost $10.
April 20th- Get your team of 4
ready for TRIVIA NIGHT at 7pm.
Cost will be $10 per person, refreshments included. Come and have some
fun.
Friday , May 18 and 19 , the
Museum will be opening for the Season
with a Garage Sale and Plant Sale with
the Paisley Horticultural group.
If you wish a tour or have a query,
please call 519-353-7176, leave a message and we will get back to you.
Happy Valentine’s Day
Judy MacKinnon, Friends of the
Treasure Chest Museum
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What’s Happening in Our Community
Regularly Scheduled Events:

MONDAY
Yoga with Kim Robinson
Monday nights from 7:30-9pm at the
Paisley Community Centre. For more
information contact Kim at 519-3535628 or e-mail kimr430@gmail.com
Bruce County Genealogical
Society meetings are held in the
Bruce County Museum & Cultural
Centre generally the second Monday
of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the
winter and 7:00 p.m. April through
October.
Legion Euchre Night - every
Monday from the Monday after
Labour Day to end of May at 7:00 pm
sharp at the Paisley Legion. Everyone
welcome.
Seniors Coffee Break at the
Legion every Monday from 10:00 am
to 11:30 am
Paisley Crokinole at the Legion
every Monday from 10:00 am to
11:30 am. Everyone Welcome! Join
in on the fun!
Chesley Celebrate Recovery 12 step recovery program, meeting at
307-1st Ave N (formerly Kinghurst
Elementary School), Chesley. Every
Monday, 7:00pm - 9:00pm the 2nd
Mon of month, supper at 6:00pm.
Everyone welcome. Info: call 519363-5414,email:
chesleycommchurch@gmail.com
orcelebraterecovery@.ca

TUESDAY
Carpet Bowling Tuesday’s from
1:30 to 4pm at Paisley Community
Centre. $2 drop in fee. Bowls are
provided, just bring some comfy
shoes. For all skill levels, including
beginners.
Paisley Rotary Club meets
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
Paisley Group of Alcoholics
Anonymous meets every Tuesday at
the United Church at 8:00 p.m.
Support Groups for people
with Parkinson's are held the 2nd
Tuesday of the month in Kincardine,
the 3rd Tuesday of the month in
Hanover. Everyone welcome. For
more information call (519) 6529437.
TV Bingo at the Legion
Purchase you bingo cards at Paisley
freshmart, and then come to the
branch to play on Tuesday nights.
The doors open at 7 PM with the
game starting at 7:30 PM. Come out
and enjoy the fun.
Senior’s 55+ Luncheon - runs
on the last Tuesday of every month
starting at 12 noon at Immanuel
Missionary Church
Paisley Play Time! Join us for a
weekly free play time for children
and caregivers to socialize and have
some fun with peers! Equipment will
include balls, parachute, bean bags,
blocks, books and much more. Stay
tuned for an occasional invited guest
who will lead us in special activities!
Ongoing weekly on
Tuesday
mornings 9:30-11am At the Paisley

Community Centre For parents/
caregivers and children 5 years and
under. Please bring a nut-free snack
and drink for your child.
Alzheimer Society of GreyBruce Caregiver Support Group
Elgin Lodge Retirement Home
(Chapel), 551 Mary St. Port Elgin,
1st Tuesday of every month. For info
& other locations, call 519-376-7230
or 1-800-265-9013
JOIN the Friendship Group at
Westminster Presbyterian Church
for quilting and tying quilts every
Tuesday and Wednesday in
February from 10 to 4 pm , Bring a
brown bag lunch and tea and coffee
supplied. Everyone is welcome.

WEDNESDAY
Wednesday Night Sponge Puck
Hockey from 5 to 6 pm at the Paisley
Arena. All ages welcome. (Helmet
with full cage is required, proper
hockey equipment is recommended).
This is a fun evening of noncompetitive hockey for children and
adults alike. Cost is $3 per person per
visit.
Legion Ladies Aux. meeting 1st
Wednesday each month 7 pm.
Paisley Concert Choir Starts
Another Season. Another season of
singing choral music is about to
begin. If you enjoy singing then why
not think about joining the Paisley
Concert Choir. The fall season of
choir begins on Wednesday August
30/17.
The choir is a 4 part adult choir
which has members from various
parts of Bruce and Grey Counties.
The choir director is Linda Finlay and
the accompanist is Jane Siegel.
Practices
are
held
every
Wednesday evening at Knox United
Church at 399 Goldie Street, in
Paisley from 6:30 to 9:030 P: M.
New members are always welcome to
join. For more information please
contact Helen Crysler at 519-3534017 or Sheryl Steinhoff at 519-3537202. You can also find out
information about the choir by going
http://
to
their
website
at
www.thepaisleyconcertchoir.com.
Jackson W. I. - Everyone is
welcome to attend the Jackson
Women's Institute meetings held the
second Wednesday of the month in
the members' homes. Join us for
food, fun and fellowship. For more
info call Mary at 519 353-5360.
Scone CROKINOLE play on
Apr. 5, 2017 at 7 PM, and continue
1st & 3rd Wed. each month until
Dec.13 2017 Players of all ages &
levels welcome.
Regular Legion Meeting is held
on the 3rd Wednesday of the month,
Executive meets at 6:30 pm, General
Membership at 7 pm. No meeting
July or August. Legion Bar Hours:
Thurs. 3-8pm / Friday 3-11pm / Sat 3
-8pm
AWANA
Kids
Club
at
Immanuel
Missionary
Church
Wednesdays 6:30–8:00 p.m. For
more information call: 519-353-5270

THURSDAY
The Book Club for Adults meets
at the Paisley Library the first
Thursday of the month 6:30-7:30pm.
New members always welcome.
Sticks and Pucks 4 - 5pm on
Thursdays at the Paisley Arena. $3
drop in fee. Come on out and practice
your stick handling, and puck skills.
Protective equipment is required.

If you have an upcoming or
regularly scheduled event that
you would like to share with eve‐
ryone, please feel free to put it in
the Advocate! I would love to
hear from you! The more whoooo
know….the more whoooo go!

FRIDAY
Come on down to the Legion and
enjoy monthly dances starting Sept
8th, from 6 to 9 pm. The dances are
courtesy of the “First Dance”
Studio. The first 10 minutes of each
hour there will be dance lessons
provided to those interested. D.J.
music for the balance of the hour.
Also provided by “First Dance”.
Admission by donation. Come on out
and see if you are the Ballroom,
Salsa or Jazz type of dancer. All ages
welcome!!!!!
The Treasure Chest Museum is
having a Valentine Luncheon and
Euchre on Friday, February 16
at 12 NOON. Cost $10. Enjoy lunch
out and an afternoon of cards.

SATURDAY
CROKINOLE:
2nd & 4th
Saturday Jan.13--May 26 at 1:30
PM.
at
the
Paisley
Legion. Everyone welcome.
For more info contact Neil @
519-366-2752.
______________________________
St.Patrick’s Luncheon and Euchre is
being held at the Treasure Chest
Museum on March 15 at 12 NOON .
Cost $10. Enjoy lunch out and an
afternoon of cards.
Get your Team of 4 ready for
TRIVIA NIGHT on Friday, April 20
at 7 pm at the Treasure Chest
Museum. Cost is $10 per
person. Light refreshments. Come
and have fun.

Paisley Crokinole
Five tables of players enjoyed an
afternoon of crokinole at the Paisley
Legion on Saturday, Jan. 13th. After
10 games the top man was Bill Harris
with 55 points followed by Al Carter
with 50 and Carman Hodgkinson had
48 points for third. Al topped the twenties with 37, Bill and Clare Kuepfer
tied for second with 31 and Carman
had 29 for third.
Carol Cook topped the ladies score
with 50, Cathy Kuepfer was second
with 44 and Jo-Ann Carter was third
with 43 points. Cathy had the most
twenties with 35, Carol had 33 and JoAnn had 30 for third.
Lucky draw winners were Larry
Hennessey, Jim Garland, Bill Harris,
Carman Hodgkinson, Evelyn Pearce
and Helen Zettler. The next scheduled
crokinole afternoon at the Paisley
Legion is Saturday, January 27th.

Classifieds
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Obituaries

Jim Cottrill

Floyd Dudgeon

Victor and Jessie (Floyd) Dudgeon.
Visitation was held at Rhody Family Funeral Home, Chesley
loyd Elroy Dudgeon
on Wednesday, December
of R.R. #2 Dobbin20 from 2 – 4 and 7 - 9
ton (Williscroft), passed
p.m.
where a funeral seraway following a brief
vice
honouring
Floyd’s life
illness at South Bruce
was
held
on
Thursday,
DeGrey Health Centre,
cember
21,
2017
at
2
p.m.
Chesley on Saturday,
Spring interment in ChesDecember 16, 2017 in
ley Cemetery.
nd
his 92 year.
Memorial donations to
Beloved husband of
the
Chesley Hospital
Eva (McEachern). LovFoundation,
Paisley Agriing father of Brian (Kim)
cultural
Society
or the
of Dobbinton, Wanda
Cornerstone
Presbyterian
(Sam) Snobelen of RipChurch, Tara would be
ley and Lyle (Heidi) of
appreciated as expressions
Dobbinton. Floyd will
of
sympathy.
be missed by his grandchildren OwFloyd’s life story and memorial
en, Grace, Sadie, Emma and Max as
video
can
be
viewed
at
well as his sister Isobel (Bob) Francis
www.rhodyfamily.com
of Nanaimo, B.C.

F

He was predeceased by his parents

Bob Lewis

law of Linda Lewis. Bob will also be
missed by the entire Forth family and
obert Stanley Lewis of Paisley, his close friends. He was predeceased
passed away sudby his brother Larry and pardenly at South Bruce
ents
Mel
and
Ilene
Grey Health Centre,
(Zimmerman) Lewis.
Chesley on Monday,
Visitation was held at Rhody
January 15, 2018 in his
Family
Funeral
Home,
74th year.
Chesley on Friday, January
Beloved husband
19, 2018 from 11 a.m. until
of Marion (Forth). Lovthe time of the funeral sering father of Wayne
vice at 1 p.m. Cremation
(Lauri), Randy (Gina),
followed.
Jim (Allana), all of
Memorial donations to The
Paisley and Paul of
Kidney Foundation
of
Chesley. Bob will be
Canada or Diabetes Canada
sadly missed by his
would be appreciated as
fourteen grandchildren
expressions of sympathy.
and eleven great-grandchildren.
Bob’s complete life story and
Brother of Ann Harper, Meryl memorial video can be viewed at
(Lynn), Dan (Sheila) and brother-in- www.rhodyfamily.com

R

Jim Hope

their prompt and efficient service.
We would like to thank the Doce would like to thank all our tors and staff at the Guelph General
family and friends who sent Hospital.
flowers, cards and food durA big thanks to Rev. Tim
ing the recent loss of Jim.
Reaburn, Mandi Craddock
We would like to thank
and
Reagen Teeple for
T.A. Brown Funeral Home,
making Jim’s service so
Taylor, Bruce, Meagan,
special.
Dan, Mike, Rob, Butch,
Thanks as well to Marilyn
Amy and Jim for support.
and Reta and the ladies at the
We would also like to
Knox United Church for the
thank the ambulance drivers,
usual delicious lunch.
Val Gateman and Ken
MacDonald as well as the
Lenore, Kent, Mary Ellen
staff of Chesley Hospital for
and families

W

Arland Archibald Abbs

and their children Keira and Nate.
Arland was predeceased by his parents
rland Archibald Abbs of Arran Elmer and Gladys (Rolston) Abbs.
Visitation will be held at
Lake, passed away
Rhody
Family
Funeral
suddenly on Tuesday,
Home,
Chesley
on
SaturJanuary 23, 2018 in his
day,
February
3,
2018
from
st
81 year.
11
a.m.
until
the
time
of
the
Loving brother of
memorial
service
at
12
Ron and his wife Vickie
p.m.
Spring
inturnment
in
Abbs of Hanover. CherPaisley
Cemetery.
ished uncle of Jim, his
Memorial
donations
to
wife Tracey, of Essex and
Paisley
Baptist
Church
would
their children Alisa and
be appreciated as expressions
Mason; and Kathy, her
of
sympathy.
husband Steve Johnston, of Hanover

A

J

ames (Jim) Archibald Cottrill of
Paisley, at Walkerton Hospital on
Saturday, January
20, 2018 in his 77th
year.
Beloved husband of
Mary
Margaret
(MacDonld). Father
of John, his wife
Charlene, and their
children
Paisley,
Grant and McKenna
of
Strathroy ;
Michael, his wife Johanna and their
children Wesley and Isabel of Guelph;
and Jamie, his wife Paige and their son
Windsor of Battleford, Saskatchewan.
Jim is also survived by his brothers
Charlie (Bette) and Bob (Mary)
of Paisley , his sisters Anne (Fred
Erickson) and Joy (the late Barry

Ron Hodgins

R

onald Clare Hodgins of Paisley,
passed away surrounded by his
loving family at Grey Bruce Health
Services, Owen Sound on
Thursday, January 4, 2018
in his 74th year.
Loving
companion
and friend of Linda Simkins. Cherished father of
Deb (Gerald) Thomas,
Rick (Janice), all of Paisley and Cynthia (Rob)
Koehler of Sauble Beach.
Loving Pops to Ryan
Thomas (Katie Stokes),
Brent Hodgins (Jazmin
Eckenswiller),
Katrina
Hodgins (Nikhil Mahajan), Taylor and
Michaela Logan and Great Papa to
Ethan, Autumn and Izabelle.
Ron will be fondly remembered by
his siblings Betty Jean White of Kincardine, Keith (Gladys) of Bruce Twp.,
Burt (Maria) of Kincardine Twp. and
Merv (Janet) of Bruce Twp. and their
families. He will be forever missed by

February 2018 Page 15

Nodwell) of Port Elgin; his brothers-inlaw Roddy MacDonald (Laureen),
Buddy MacDonald (Margaret) and
sisters-in-law
Elizabeth
(Roland
Chiasson), Beatrice MacDonald (the
late Joseph) and Shirley MacDonald
(the late Duncan). Jim was predeceased
by his parents Bill and Mary (Parker)
Cottrill.
At Jim's request, there will be no
visitation or service and cremation has
taken place. A private graveside service
will be held at Starkvale Cemetery
followed by a Celebration of Life for
family and friends, later in 2018.
Memorial donations to The Bruce
County Heritage Association would be
appreciated as expressions of sympathy. Jim’s complete life story can be
viewed at www.rhodyfamily.com
A loving husband, father, grandfather, brother, brother-in-law and
friend has left us, but will always
remain in our memories.

his many friends and extended family.
Ron was predeceased by his parents
Burton and Elva (Horn) Hodgins, sister
Mary (Ken) Robinson, brother-in-law
Robert
White, sister-in-law Lynn
Grimshaw and nephew
Michael White.
Visitation was held at the Paisley Baptist Church on Tuesday,
January 9, 2018 from 2 p.m.
until the time of the memorial
service at 3 p.m. At Ron’s
request an “Irish Wake”
followed at
the
Paisley
Community Centre.
Memorial donations to the Owen Sound Regional Hospital
Foundation (Unit 6-1), who
provided amazing care to Ron
and family or Rotary Club of Paisley,
of which Ron was a long-time member,
would be appreciated as expressions of
sympathy.
Ron’s complete life story and memorial video can be viewed at
www.rhodyfamily.com
Funeral arrangements entrusted to
Rhody Family Funeral Home, Chesley.

Church Directory
Westminster
Presbyterian Church
260 Queen St. S, Paisley
Worship Leader Mr. Jim Gowan
Sunday morning worship 9:00 am
with Sunday School & Nursery

Missionary Church

(Immanuel Evangelical)

307 Balaklava St. Paisley
353-5270 immanuelemc@bmts.com
Rev. Tony Geense
Service: 10:30 am Sunday
·Adult Bible Study every Sunday
morning starting at 9:30 a.m. .
·Children's Ministry - Sunday mornings
at 10:45 a.m.
·Prayer Meeting 6:30 p.m. every Sunday
evening.
·AWANA Kid's Club Wed. nights

6:30 - 8 p.m. September - March

Baptist Church

288 Church Street, Paisley
Lay Pastor Lynda Janzen
Service: Sunday 10:00 am
with Sunday School during service

United Church

399 Goldie St. Paisley 353-5278
knoxunited@bmts.com
twitter.com/Knoxunited
Rev. Tim Reaburn
Worship Service at 10:45 a.m. with Sunday
School during service. Sanctuary is
wheelchair accessible.

Anglican Church

Now Worshipping at Christ Church,
Tara Sunday mornings 9:30 am
for information, please contact Glenys
Johnson at: glenys@xplornet.com
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